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Minister’s Letter 

 
Traditions at Christmas! 

 
I wonder if in your family, you have Christmas Traditions. 
Maybe you always have a real Christmas tree.  And you always put it 
up on a certain day in December. 
 
Maybe you always go to a certain family member for Christmas 
Dinner. 
 
Maybe it is always a certain member of the family who cooks the 
turkey and another who makes dessert.  Or maybe you don't have 
turkey - but you always have a goose in your family or boil a ham. 
 
Perhaps some of you will open presents on Christmas Eve.  Some 
will only open theirs on Christmas Day - but they will open them 
before breakfast.  Others will open gifts after breakfast. 
 
We all have different family traditions around Christmas - and actually 
Christmas is celebrated in widely varying ways around the world.  Did 
you know for example, that in Holland gifts are opened on 5

th
 

December?  Or that in Italy, they have to wait until 6
th
 January for 

their gifts? 
 
This Christmas within the Church in West Kilbride, things are going to 
be a bit different. 
 
In years past, we have always had our Christmas Services within a 
church building - but as we are currently undergoing our 
refurbishment project this year, then we of course won't be in a 
church building this year - but rather in the Village Hall.  And we are 
very grateful that they are willing to accommodate us! 
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Maybe some within the village - or visitors to West Kilbride at 
Christmas will be surprised that we are not in a Church building as 
they would expect. 
 
But, of course, it is maybe quite apt that this is the case.   Because 
as we know despite the various traditions around the world and the 
traditions that we hold dear ourselves, Christmas is about Jesus.  It is 
about this amazing story that God, in His grace and love, would send 
His Son into a broken world to redeem the world that whoever 
believe in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
Jesus.  King of kings.  Lord of lords.  The one we would expect to be 
born in luxury in a royal palace and yet who was born in a stable (or 
likely a cave where the animals were kept). 
 
He was not in the place that we might have expected to find Him.    
And yet, He was the very One that we needed. 
 
This Christmas, may we enjoy our traditions but most of all may we 
focus upon Jesus and concentrate upon Him.  And as we, as a 
Church Family, find ourselves in an unusual place the Christmas - 
may we be willing to share news of this baby who was found in an 
unusual place - but who was and is the Saviour of the world. 
 
With every blessing at this Christmas time from all at the Manse! 
 
James, Anna and John. 
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Church Register 
 

The following have sadly passed away recently. Please 
keep their families in your prayers: 
 
 
 
Ken Simpson  -  Ritchie Street, died 25

th
 September 2013. 

Mary Stewart  -  Kilruskin Drive, died 1th October 2013. 

Thomas Parker -  Simson Avenue, died 23
rd

 October 2013. 

Graham Ross  -  Snowdon Terrace, died 24
th
 October 2013. 

Alfreda Brown  -  Snowdon Terrace, died 2
nd

 November 2013. 

Peter Fry  -  Orchard Street, died 23
rd

 November 2013. 

Florence Fulton -  Woodside, died 24
th
 November 2013. 

 

 
 

The Guild 

 

The Guild are meeting in the Community Centre at the moment. It 
is a very comfortable and warm room and we would welcome any 
ladies and gentlemen to the meetings which start at 2.30pm. 
 
The Carols and Readings Service is on 17

th
 December when we 

will also be allocating our funds. 
 
We start the second half of the session on 14

th
 January when 

our minister, James, will be talking about the theme and topic for 
the year 'A Fellowship to Build' and 'Finding the Right Way'. All 
will be made very welcome to that meeting. 
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The meeting on 28

th
 January will be a 'Burns Afternoon' when 

Margaret Innes, Ruth Gregory and Gordon McKellar will 
entertain. 
 
On 14

th
 February we will have a demonstration of 'Cake 

Decorating'. 
 
On 25

th
 February, Val Penny our project partner, will be telling us 

about her travels in China and we will also collect an offering for 
Erskine Hospital that day.  
 
7

th
 March will be the World Day of Prayer Service. The time and 

place is to be confirmed. 
 
May Paton. 

 

Church Flowers 

A very big ‘thank you’ to the ladies of the flower teams and all 
those who helped make Thursday night’s Floral Art 
Demonstration such a success. It was a real fun night, and once 
all the expenses have been met we hope to donate about £1,500 
to the refurbishment fund. 

While we are worshipping in the Village Hall, we do not have 
access to arrange flowers in the usual way, so it will be ‘flowers in 
a vase’ until we return to the Parish Church, but of course there 
will still be flowers for delivery to the bereaved, sick or 
housebound. 

As it comes to the end of another year, I would like to say thank 
you to those who arrange, deliver or, most importantly, donate 
the flowers.  The flowers mean a great deal to those who receive 
them after the service. 
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If you would like to donate flowers while we are still in the village 
hall, please phone me on 829114.  

When we return to the Parish Church, the flower calendar will be 
available once again so that you can write your name against the 
date you would like to mark by donating the flowers. 

Moira Mackinnon, flower convener 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The current letter I have from Lynne Paterson, Tearfund’s director 
in Scotland, was to thank us for our donation of £126.71 from 
small change collected in the little boxes.  Well done, and many 
thanks to all our savers. 
 
Lynne says that our donation will help to bring the poorest out of 
poverty, like Doung Ret in Cambodia who struggled to earn more 
than 30p per day.  His efforts to grow crops were stymied by 
floods, drought, and insects.  However much has changed since 
Tearfund’s partner World Review started working in Doung’s 
village.  Through them, the Kompong Phnom church introduced 
savings groups, one of which Doung joined.  He was also taught 
new ways in agriculture, giving his crops better yields. 
 
Later he used a loan from the savings group to buy a motor bike 
and trailer allowing him and his wife to collect fruit and vegetables 
from others in the village which he sells, making as much as £10 
per day.  He is now attending church, committing himself to 
helping others, and learning about Jesus’ love and power. 
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At the end of September I sent away £101.71 from the boxes and 
in November £101.70.  I didn’t notice how similar they were or we 
should have added the other 1p!  As I also sent a donation 
cheque for £25, we have a great total once again, thanks to you 
all. 
 
Audrey Brown 
 

 

 

 

Kirk Session meetings 
over October and early November 

 
Being an elder and attending Kirk Session meetings these days, 
is not as mundane or tiresome as some would, perhaps, think.  
Over the last few years it has become plain to us all of the 
magnitude of the changes, or the ‘journey’ as we call it, that we, 
as a church family have embarked on in the name of Jesus and 
for His sake.  Fitting then that James lead us in our opening 
devotions on the 30

th
 October meeting by speaking on ‘The 

Christian life is a most exciting life’.  We were reminded as elders 
and by extension all you who read my wanderings that God is our 
provider and that concern over our looks and provisions should 
be a matter of faith not anxiety or worry.  Consider the lilies in the 
fields and the birds in the sky.  
 
Let me simply comment on a few things that were discussed at 
the meeting of that night and the subsequent ‘mini’ meetings held 
on Sunday mornings since then.  My article will not be a full 
minute of the meetings - for that you can go look at the minute 
book.  I simply want to give you a flavour of our temporal and 
spiritual deliberations and hopefully communicate that there are 
strong and qualified drivers at the helm of the Church and 
therefore, worry not for it will not gain you anything. 
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The Kirk Session finds a balance in its deliberations between the 
temporal matters and those of a spiritual nature since both are on 
the agenda of our meetings under the unitary constitution. 
 
The eldership has been studying a book about leadership in the 
church for the last year and that came to an end at the meeting.  
Although the book on eldership was written a couple of decades 
ago, some of the points were helpful in allowing us to examine 
our own selves in a spiritual capacity and that of the eldership as 
a whole. 
 
Then on to the matters in hand.  An item that raised a wry smile 
from some related to a questionnaire given to us to fill out about 
how we see the Presbytery and their role.  Some thought the 
Presbytery existed to put a ‘spanner in the works’.  We didn’t 
really have enough information to hand to know what the 
Presbytery do in support, but James explained that Ardrossan 
Presbytery is stretched at the moment due to a lack of ministers. 
 
While the church is auctioning off the silver, for years stuck in the 
bank vault, some items are to be given to the West Kilbride 
museum.  Among them a couple of communion spoons and two 
oval shaped and stamped communion coins.  I don’t know if 
anyone can remember using them, but it will be good to have 
them displayed for posterity in our local museum.  (We will also 
have some in our own church after the refurbishment has been 
completed, not for use again, but for our historical display). 
 
As usual the ‘Team’ reports were heard from those who met 
earlier and various items were raised, discussed and where 
necessary approved. It is not a particularly exciting subject for 
me, but it is good to know that there is a very dedicated team who 
looks after the policies and people employed and who do 
voluntary work for our Church family. Mainly to do with 
‘disclosure’ legislation and the wellbeing of the employees that 
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work around the church – our hall keeper and cleaner, office 
administrator and organist.  We approve their wages as and 
when required and this group recommend that as a church, we 
pay the equivalent of the living wage rather than the minimum 
wage.  
 
The hall letting rates have also been set for next year for the 
‘new’ church including all the halls, so this will become available 
to the groups, no doubt, in due course. 
 
Billy McFarland assured the meeting that the works were going 
according to plan and of course we can all see the latest photos 
from our designated photographer George Crawford. George tells 
me that the contractor is so used to seeing him around the 
building he has been furnished with a hi-vis over jacket and 
safety helmet so he can come and go as he needs. 
 
Another item that raised a good discussion related to how we 
communicate the business of the church to all the members. 
Communication was thought paramount and that we could, as a 
Kirk Session, communicate better to the Church Family.  (Hence 
the reason for me giving you these wanderings).  Anyway, James 
put some suggestions for discussion and one that gained good 
support was that communication works better in smaller groups.  
We could appoint or recognise an elder who could become a 
channel to pass on information to about six others and become in 
some ways a pastoral overseer. Bearing in mind that all elders 
have a pastoral duty of care in any case and that  there is a 
pastoral group already in existence.  However, more about this in 
the coming months. 
 
Just as I write this I am aware that the morning service tomorrow 
will be in the Village Hall and the evening service in the 
Community Centre.   How matters move so quickly at the 
moment that I don’t know what else will transpire along the way 
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by the time you read this. Already much of the discussions are 
mere history as matters have overtaken some things. However, I 
will try and keep you all up dated as the future meetings come 
upon us.  The next report will probably be well after Christmas so 
matters will have moved apace by then, but in the meantime may 
I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a good New Year. 
 
Brian Murray 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – December 2013 
Sun 1

st
  Advent Sunday also World AIDS Day 

Mon 2
nd

  We pray for residents living in Meadowside and  
 Merlewood Road 
Tue  3

rd
 Carol our Session Clerk, our Elders and all who have 

 been working behind the scenes with regard to the 
 Church refurbishment  
Wed 4

th
 We pray for safety for the men working in the parish 

 church building and pray that all the work will be done for 
 God’s glory 
Thu 5

th
 We pray for people whose lives have been torn apart by 

 the effects of natural disasters,   
 Fri 6

th
 Yuletide Night.  We pray for our local businesses to  

 prosper for the whole community to be blessed 
Sat 7

th
 James our Minister, Anna his wife and their son John.   

 We pray for all the extra services and events that James  
 has to prepare for at this time 
Sun 8

th
 We give thanks that we have the freedom to meet  

 together openly and worship as we do 
Mon 9

th
 We pray for the residents living in Nethermiln Road and  

 North Road 
Tue 10

th
 We pray for the congregation of the newly dedicated  

 Ardrossan & Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church & for their  
 Minister Rev Dorothy Granger 
Wed 11

th
 The Ardrossan Presbytery.  We pray for all our local  

 Ministers and also for congregations who are facing  
 change 
Thu 12

th
 Glasgow City Mission, The Samaritans & Church of  

 Scotland Crossreach Services.  We pray for people going  
 through crisis situations 
Fri 13

th
 The Persecuted Church.  We pray for all who have lost  

 family, friends, jobs, homes, because they have chosen to  
 follow Jesus 
Sat 14

th
 All who are unwell, awaiting test results or having  

 treatment.  We pray also for those who care for them.   
 Lord, be their hope, be their strength 
Sun 15

th
 Let us count our many blessings today and be thankful 

Mon 16
th

 We pray for the residents living in Orchard Street &  
 Overton Court  
Tue 17

th
 Our local schools.  We pray for school carol services &  
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 concerts 
Wed 18

th
 Our GP Surgery, local hospitals hospices and care  

 homes.  We pray for health care workers at this busy time  
 of year 
Thu 19

th
 We pray for all who are bereaved and broken hearted.   

 God of all comfort, You see the tears that no-one else  
 sees, and You never leave us, You never forsake us 
Fri 20

th
 We remember Helen Scott serving in Malawi and pray for  

 missionaries far from home this Christmas 
Sat 21

st
 Also we pray for servicemen and women away from their 

families 
Sun 22

nd
 We give thanks that God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.  John 3 v 16 (NIV) 

Mon 23
rd

 We pray for residents living in Overton Crescent & Overton 
Drive  

Tue 24
th

 We pray a blessing on every home in West Kilbride as last 
minute preparations are made. Help us not to forget You Jesus 

Wed 25
th

 “THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS, AND THE 
DARKNESS HAS NEVER PUT IT OUT‘  John 1 v 5 (GNB) 

Thu 26
th

 We give thanks that Jesus lived in an ordinary home and 
experienced family life.  We give thanks for our families, and 
long for the day when they all will know Jesus as their Lord and 
Saviour 

Fri 27
th

 We pray for all for whom the word ‘family’ means pain and 
sadness. Lord, please meet them at their point of need and 
bring Your healing touch 

Sat 28
th
 We pray for Syria, The Middle East , Afghanistan, for the 

innocent victims of war.  We pray for Peacemakers & 
Peacekeepers 

Sun 29
th

 We give thanks for answered prayers throughout this year, 
remembering that sometimes God’s answer is No or Not Yet 

Mon 30
th

 We pray for the residents living in Pantonville Road & 
Portencross Road 

Tue 31
st
 Give us compassionate hearts for those in our community who 

are ill, distressed, brokenhearted or in any kind of need.  May 
we be willing channels of Your love Lord Jesus     
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Monthly Prayer Diary – January 2014 
Wed 1st Jesus said, “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22 v 37 NIV).  May this 
first and greatest commandment mean more to us in 2014 than it 
has ever meant before 

Thu 2nd James our Minister, Anna and John. We give thanks for James’ 
teaching and for his care for us.  May God protect and bless them 
as a family 

Fri 3rd We pray for all the work being carried out in connection with the 
Church Refurbishment. We pray for safety for the men in the 
building  

Sat 4th Carol our Session Clerk and all our Elders.  We give thanks for their 
hard work, dedication and pray also for all who work  behind the 
scenes  

Sun 5th The second great commandment is this – “Love your neighbour as 
yourself” (Matthew 22 v 39) 

Mon 6th We pray for residents living in Ritchie Street & Sandy Court 
Tue 7th The Rendezvous Café.  We give thanks for times of good 

fellowship, for the ladies who serve & for drivers who make it 
possible for people to attend 

Wed 8th We pray for our neighbours.  We pray for anyone who feels lonely 
or isolated  

Thu 9th Lord You have promised to comfort the broken hearted.  We pray 
for all who are trying to cope with grief, may their faith rise as they 
wait upon You 

Fri 10th All who are caught up in addiction, drugs, alcohol, pornography, 
gambling.  We pray for anyone on the verge of being tempted.  O 
Lord, be their strength.  

Sat 11th We pray for all who are unwell, awaiting test results or having 
treatment and we remember those close who care for them 

Sun 12th  “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 
Chronicles 7 v 14. NIV) How does this verse speak to us in these 
days?  

Mon 13th We pray for the residents living in Sandy Road & Sharlee Wynd 
Tue 14th  We pray for the plans for the Commonwealth Games & the Scottish 

Referendum  
Wed 15th We pray for our MPS & MSPs.  Their decisions have far reaching 

consequences.  May God bless them with wisdom integrity and 
compassion 
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Thu 16th World Leaders.  Blessed are the peacemakers.  We give thanks for 
the opportunities they have to work together for peace.  We pray 
against the forces of evil. 

Fri 17th We remember Christians who are being targeted in war torn 
countries.  We ask Lord, that You will uphold them in amazing ways 

Sat 18th Our brothers & sisters in St Brides and local congregations 
throughout Ayrshire 

Sun 19th “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain, Unless 
the Lord watches over the city, the guards watch in vain.”  (Psalm 
127 v 1 NIV)  

Mon 20th We pray for the residents living in Simpson Avenue & Snowden 
Terrace 

Tue 21st   Human Trafficking – over 27,000,000 is the current estimate of 
slaves worldwide.  Only 1 – 2% are ever rescued.  (Source – The 
A21 Campaign)  

Wed 22nd We continue to pray for Syria, The Middle East and Afghanistan  
Thu 23rd Our GP Surgery.  We give thanks for the health provision available 

to us and pray for all who work in our local surgery 
Fri 24th We pray for believers who risk everything because of their faith in 

the Lord Jesus 
Sat 25th Local schools.  We pray for pupils making decisions about their 

future subject options.  Lord, You have plans for each child, may 
those plans be fulfilled 

Sun 26th “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test my thoughts.  Point 
out anything you find in me that makes you sad, and lead me along 
the path of everlasting life.”  Psalm 139 v 23 & 24 (The Living Bible)   

Mon 27th We pray for the residents living in South Road & St Brides Drive 
Tue 28th During these months while the Parish Church is being refurbished, 

we pray for our witness around the village.  Lord, please guard our 
tongues and bless our conversations 

Wed 29th We pray for Helen Scott in Malawi and remember all who have 
been called to serve You in distant places.  Lord, please meet all 
their needs 

Thu 30th We pray for our young people who meet for worship on Sundays. 
We pray that their leaders may be encouraged. We pray for the 
young families who attend   

Fri 31st  The Persecuted Church   We pray for protection for secret 
Christians in countries where they are banned from meeting 
together.  We pray for ourselves that we may truly grasp how 
fortunate we are to meet together openly as we do    
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Diary Dates for December 2013 

 1 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
1 Dec 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
1  Dec 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
3 Dec 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Manse 
3  Dec 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall  
7  Dec 8:30 AM Prayer Breakfast – Community Centre  
 
8 Dec  10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
8  Dec  6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
10 Dec 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Manse 
10 Dec 10:00 AM NO Rendezvous  
10 Dec   2:30 PM GUILD – NO MEETING (Age Concern Christmas Dinner in 

Hydro) 
10 Dec 7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting – Community Centre 
11 Dec 10:00 AM Church Craft – Community Centre 
11 Dec     7:15 PM Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting – Community Centre
    
15 Dec10:30 AM  Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
15 Dec 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
15 Dec   7:30 PM Evening Service – Community Centre 
17 Dec9:30 AM  Women Who Pray – Manse 
17 Dec 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
17 Dec   2:30 PM The Guild’s Meeting - Community Centre  
   ‘Allocation of Funds.  Carols & Reading’  
 
22 Dec 10:30 AM Family Service at Village Hall 
24 Dec 4:00 PM Christmas Eve – Family Service – Village Hall 
24 Dec 11:15 PM Christmas Eve – Watchnight Service –Village Hall 
25 Dec 10:00 AM Christmas Day – Family Service – Village Hall 
 
29 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
 
House Groups  
There are four groups each meeting fortnightly as follows: 
 2 Dec 7.30 PM Monday in Audrey Brown’s house 
  4 Dec 2.30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house 
 4 Dec 7.15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house 
 4 Dec 7.30 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house 
 
16 Dec 7.30 PM  Monday in Audrey Brown’s house 
18 Dec 2.30 PM  Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house 
18 Dec 7.15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house 
18 Dec 7.30 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house 
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Diary Dates for January 2014 
 

4  Jan 08:30 AM Prayer Breakfast – Community Centre  
 
5  Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service with Communion and Junior  
   Church at Village Hall 
5  Jan  02:00 PM  Afternoon Service with Communion – Headrigg Gardens 
5  Jan  06:00 PM  Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
7  Jan  09:30 AM  Women Who Pray – Manse 
7  Jan  10:00 AM  Rendezvous – Village Hall 
8  Jan  10:00 AM  Church Craft – Community Centre 
 
12 Jan  10:30 AM  Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
12 Jan   06:00 PM  Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
12 Jan    07:30 PM  Evening Service at Community Centre 
14 Jan  09:30 AM  Women Who Pray – Manse 
14 Jan  10:00 AM  Rendezvous – Village Hall 
14 Jan    02:30 PM  The Guild’s Meeting with Rev. James McNay 
      ‘Guild Theme & Topic’ - Community Centre 
15 Jan    07:15 PM  Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting – Community  
     Centre  
19 Jan  10:30 AM  Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
19 Jan  06:00 PM  Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
21 Jan  09:30 AM  Women Who Pray – Manse 
21 Jan  10:00 AM  Rendezvous – Village hall  
 
26 Jan  10:30 AM  Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
26 Jan  06:00 PM  Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
26 Jan    07:30 PM  Evening Service at Community Centre 
28 Jan  09:30 AM  Women Who Pray – Manse 
28 Jan  10:00 AM  Rendezvous – Village Hall 
28 Jan    02:30 PM  The Guild’s Meeting – BURNS AFTERNOON 
     with Gordon, Margaret & Ruth - Community Centre 
28 Jan    07:30 PM  Team Leader’s Meeting – Manse 
29 Jan    07:15 PM  Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting – Community Centre 

House Groups  
There are four groups each meeting fortnightly as follows: 
 6 Jan 07.30 PM Monday in Audrey Brown’s house 
 8 Jan 02.30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house 
 8 Jan 07.15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house 
 8 Jan 07.30 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house 
 
 20 Jan 07.30 PM  Monday in Audrey Brown’s house 
 22 Jan 02.30 PM  Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house 
 22 Jan 07.15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house 
 22 Jan 07.30 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house 
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Refurbishment  
When I last visited the church on 28 November it was a mass of 
scaffolding to enable painting of the ceiling.  Here are some of the 
work earlier in the month, next to the great simulations – now giving 
some idea of colour - produced by Colin McDougall’s daughter, 
Heather.   
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Some of the scaffolding in the church on 28 November, giving an 
idea of the huge amount of work going on just to paint the ceiling! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


