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Minister’s Letter 

 
As I write this, we are already coming towards the end of January - 
and heading into February. After a wet, miserable winter, we will 
hopefully be heading toward spring. 
This year, 2014, promises to be a significant one in a number of 
ways. 
 
Firstly, we have the Commonwealth Games on our doorstep in 
Glasgow. This follows closely on from the Olympics in London as a 
big sporting event in our country. There will be a huge influx of 
people from different nations - athletes and their families and fans 
from different nations.  It will bring a huge boost to tourism in the 
country, as well as allowing us to show off our country to other 
nations.  As well as these benefits, there is a huge opportunity in 
terms of sharing the gospel.  An organisation called 'More than 
Gold', who did a lot of work at the Olympics, are co-ordinating 
groups such as the Scottish Bible Society, Scripture Union, YWAM 
and many others who will work throughout the Commonwealth 
Games in sharing the good news of the gospel.  For more 
information, see morethangold2014.org.uk for more details. 
 
Secondly, linked to the Commonwealth Games and the Ryder Cup 
(which will be at Gleneagles), this is the year of Homecoming 
Scotland 2014 when it is hoped that many will come to experience 
Scottish culture from all around the world and many different events 
such as concerts, Highland Games and more will be happening to 
try to showcase the country. 
 
Thirdly, in September 2014, there will be the vote as to whether 
Scotland should be an independent country or remain as part of the 
UK. And there has already been a number of debates over this 
issue on the radio and television - and there will inevitably be many 
more as we close in on the day of the vote. 
 
Whichever way you look at it, this is an important year in our nation. 
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It is also an important year in the life of the church. In West Kilbride 
we hope, God willing, to be back into the refurbished church 
building towards the end of March. And we hope that the building 
will be a resource that allows us to do more in terms of outreach, 
mission and worship. 
 
It is also a critical time in the life of the church in our nation. Within 
the Church of Scotland, numbers are declining both in terms of 
members and ministers. Financially it is a bit of a struggle and there 
are moral issues which have caused strife recently which are still 
not resolved. However, despite these difficulties our hope and 
prayer is that God would move sovereignly in power in our nation 
that many might come to Christ and put their faith in Him. 
 
With all these things this year, we are grateful that whatever 
happens that we can trust that God is working his purposes out. 
One of many people's favourite verses is found in Jeremiah 29:11 
and onwards where the Lord says this to the exiles: 
 
 For I know the plans I have for you,‟ declares the Lord, „plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart. I will be found by you,‟ declares the Lord, „and will 
bring you back from captivity.  I will gather you from all the nations 
and places where I have banished  you,‟ declares the Lord, „and will 
bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.‟  

(NIV) 
 
Our constant calling is to call on the Lord and pray and seek after 
God with all our hearts - and to trust that he has everything else in 
hand this important year - and in the years to come. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
James 
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Church Register 
 

The following have sadly passed away recently. 
Please keep their families in your prayers: 
 
 
 
Alexander Mackay  - Lawfield Avenue, died 2

nd
 December 2013. 

 
David Brown  - Hauplands Way, died 3

rd
 December 2013. 

 
Anne Espie  - Wallasay (but brought up at Happyhills),  
  died 2

nd
 December 2013. 

 
Mary Johnston  - Snowdon Terrace, died 7

th
 December 2013. 

 
Marjory MacMillan  - Headrigg Gardens, died 17

th
 December 2013. 

 
Gordon Wylie  - Meadowfoot Road, died 18

th
 December 2013. 

 
Helen Armstrong  - Snowdon Terrace, died 12

th
 January 2014. 

 
Elizabeth Mathieson  - Lawfield Avenue, died 22

nd
 January 2014. 
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Newsletter from the Ayo Family 

 
Dear Friends. 
 
How are you? We hope you have enjoyed the festive delights of Christmas 
and the New Year, be it in the U.K or the bush in Kenya!    
 
Our newest family member, Nora brings a whole new meaning to being a 
learner!   We thank God for her and that the delivery was relatively smooth. 
Jenny has healed well and is gaining energy. Nora means bright/shining.   
We believe that she will be bright in her mind and a shining example to those 
around her.   
Education and discipleship are big values for us.   We know that these are 
two keys into seeing lives changed and communities developed, but only with 
God in the mix. At YWAM Morogoro School, this year we‟ll have our first class 
to complete the primary school- very exciting!   Elifadhili is working a hard in 
overseeing the school, new teachers and the management.   He will continue 
with this while he also starts his evening school. With these same values of 
discipleship and education in mind, Jenny is having time at home with Nora, 
investing in our daughter.   We‟re all educators, but parents are the first ones.   
 
We were asked to join the team for frontier missions in East Africa due to our 
commitment  for missions.   The team leaders also see the influence that 
Elifadhili has an East African to speak and challenge his fellows.   We are to 
be introduced to the wider global team in March at a one week gathering in 
Asia.   This meeting is a time of re grouping and going out again to the places 
where we serve. The focus of the meeting is about how to bring holistic 
transformation with church planting, which is right up our street of community 
development!   In total it will cost £2,800, for flights, visas, accommodation 
and food for the 3 of us.   If you have a heart for seeing African missionaries 
trained and sent out; please pray with us and if possible partner with us to get 
to the gathering. 
 
Prayer & Thanksgiving: 

 we give thanks for a healthy Nora  

 we give thanks for the first computer school and its 7 graduates  

 YWAM School Living Hope, our teachers and students 

 they would do well and know God   

 our involvement in the frontier missions team and the meeting in March   

 finances for a car  
 

Love, Elifadhili, Jenny & Nora  
jennysayo12@gmail.com        PO Box 6123, Morogoro, Tanzania 

mailto:jennysayo12@gmail.com
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Kirk Session Matters! 
 

The Kirk Session and its business might seem a bit shadowy to 
members of the congregation but as James reminded 
everyone, the Kirk Session is an open court of the Church and 
any member is not just entitled to but is welcome to attend! One 
member took James at his word and joined the Kirk Session for 
its meeting on 10 December 2013. When asked how she had 
found it, she commented on what a lovely atmosphere there 
was! Please be encouraged and come along to the next 
meeting in February or to any other meetings as intimated. 
 
It is always a delicate balance, managing the spiritual and the 
practical or temporal business but we always start with worship, 
the Word of God and a time of prayer. We also try to keep 
ourselves “spiritually fit” by reading a book together. The last 
book we read was specifically about eldership. Our new book is 
called “Don‟t Waste Your Life” by John Piper, an American 
Baptist minister and writer. The introductory words both 
intrigued us and puzzled us: “The Bible says “You are not your 
own for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.” 1 Corinthians 6, 19 -20. I have written this book to help 
you taste those words as sweet instead of bitter or boring.” In 
our discussion we agreed that these were challenging verses 
and that it was important for us to find what God wants us to do 
and then do it to the best of our ability. This had a special 
challenge for those of us who are retired and we reflected that 
“being” is as important as “doing”. I think we will continue to be 
challenged as we study this book together. Perhaps you would 
like to read this book along with the Kirk Session! 
 
The Team Reports are an important part of our business. 
Finance and Fabric report at each Kirk Session and other 
teams report as and when they have suggestions or decisions 
for which they are seeking approval. It was good to have 
fourteen members of the Pastoral Care Team and three people 
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who work with young people through the PVG process and the 
associated training. This is part of the work of the People and 
Policy Team. 
 
Nan Brownlee encouraged us to continue with fund raising for 
the “extras” in the refurbishment programme, things like the 
chairs, office furniture, lighting, the Communion table, font, 
lectern etc. The Kirk Session was delighted to accept John 
Kerr‟s offer to be the FWO Convenor. Nan and the Finance 
Team were warmly thanked for the huge amount of work they 
do, especially with the extra work from the funding of the 
refurbishment.  
 
Billy McFarland gave a positive report of the way the work is 
progressing in the Church building. Despite some hidden 
problems, work is on target for completion around the end of 
February. There will then be a two week period in which 
systems can be checked and snagging carried out. Looking 
further ahead, Billy reminded us that we will embark on a 
programme of regular, planned maintenance once we are back 
in the Church. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Billy and 
(Evelyn!) for all the extra work undertaken during the project. 
 
It has been so helpful for all of us to see the progress of the 
work on a weekly basis, thanks to the photographs on the 
screen each Sunday. I‟m sure that I‟m not alone in beginning to 
feel excited about the building as I see it taking shape. Being 
able to envisage what it will be like helps us to dream about 
how we can use it for God!  
 
Now that we have a “re-entry month” the Mission and 
Discipleship Team have been thinking about what we might do 
to celebrate our move back in to the Church building. We are 
keen to make the opening a celebration of the life of the 
congregation and not just “trips round the building”! They have 
lots of exciting ideas which will involve groups, individuals, 
music, activities for young people, information about the 



   Page 9 

changes, worship, a Messy Church event....it‟s going to be a 
lively weekend for everyone in the congregation and as many 
members of the community as we can encourage to join us. 
There will be a lot more information about the programme over 
the next few weeks. 
 
Deirdre Murray is our congregational representative on 
Presbytery. She had been very moved by a presentation at 
Presbytery by Carol Boyd, Co-ordinator of the Ardeer 
Stevenston Faith and Community Together Project. Her 
descriptions of the poverty and hardship being faced by many 
families in that area made a great impact. She appealed for 
help from volunteers as well as donations of furniture and food.  
 
Presbytery dealt with a diverse range of business, including the 
need for more worship leaders to be trained, the opportunities 
presented by the Commonwealth Games and the frustration of 
Beith Parish Church as they tried to get the necessary 
permission for work in their building. That sounded very familiar 
to all of us! 
 
In other business, the Kirk Session discussed where we would 
send the Christmas offerings. There were many deserving 
causes suggested but it was agreed to use one international 
organisation, the Barnabas Fund and one closer to home, the 
Lodging House Mission in Glasgow. Some items of business 
were held over to the next Kirk Session meeting as we could 
not do them justice in the time we had left.  
 
This report can only be selected highlights from the meeting, 
highlights of my choosing! If you would like to know more, 
please come and join us. 

Alison Ward 
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God’s Help in my Life 
 
 

1 In March my grandson lost his wallet containing his money 
and his credit card.  After searching his car, his bedroom, 
everywhere in the house that he could think of including 
amongst a few papers that were lying on top of the 
microwave.  When he told me he‟d given up hope of 
seeing it again, I told him he would just have to pray 
asking God‟s help in finding it, which I would do also.  
Come November, he phoned me in great excitement 
saying, “Gran do you remember that wallet?  Well I found 
it in my friend‟s van!” 

 
2 As I required three silver-coloured cake boards of different 

sizes for a wedding cake I was making for a friend, I 
thought the best place was the ironmonger in Saltcoats.  
As they only had two of the correct size, I had to try 
several other shops there without success.  As time was 
short, without much hope, I tried our local store.  I was 
delighted to find they had the other one! 

 
3 When working in the greenhouse, I burst a bag of compost 

by carelessly leaving it against a heater.  For some reason 
I felt that God was leading me to the garden shed where 
there just happened to be an empty bag lying on the floor! 

 
Audrey Brown 
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World Day of Prayer 2014 
 
 

The West Kilbride service for the World Day of Prayer will 
be held in St Brides Church, Hunterston Road at 2.00pm on 
Friday 7

th
 March.   

 
The theme for this year is “Streams in the Desert” and we 
are asked to reflect on our Christian role of being a „stream 
in the desert‟ for those who experience spiritual „drought‟.   
 
The programme has been prepared by Christian women in 
Egypt. The materials were originally written in 2011 and 
were printed in 2013.  However, as we have seen, the 
situation in Egypt is constantly changing.  Political change 
affects individual lives, please pray for the current state of 
affairs and for peace in Egypt     
 
All ages, men and women, will be warmly welcomed to our 
service and we hope you will be able to stay for a time of 
fellowship over a cup of tea or coffee.  
 
If you require transport, please contact Lynne Seal 822963 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2014  
Sat 1

st
   As the final stages of work to prepare our Church 

Building are carried out, we pray for ourselves.  
Lord, let us be willing to let You deal with any 
negative attitudes, wrong ways of thinking or 
anything we do that makes You sad 

Sun 2
nd

 “May the words of my mouth and the thoughts and 
meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight” 
Psalm 19 v 14 

Mon 3
rd

 We pray for the residents living in St Brides Road & 
Stairlie Crescent 

Tue 4
th
 Indescribable God who put the stars in the sky and 

You know them by name.  You are amazing.  We 
worship You 

Wed 5
th
 All powerful God, You see the depths of my heart 

and yet You love me.  I worship You and pray for 
Your deep deep cleansing 

Thu 6
th
  Lord, take my life and make it wholly Thine; fill my 

heart with Your love 
Fri 7

th
  May we be known as Christians, not because we go 

to church on Sundays but by the love we show in 
our everyday lives 

Sat 8
th
 Revival comes from Thee; send a revival  Lord, – 

start the work in me 
Sun 9

th 
“Let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise Your Father in 
heaven” Matthew 5 v 16  

Mon 10
th
 We pray for residents living on Summerlea Road & 

Tarbert Avenue 
Tue 11

th
 James our Minister, Anna his wife and their son 

John 
Wed 12

th
 Carol our Session Clerk and all our Elders 

Thur 13
th
 The Ardrossan Presbytery and local congregations 

Fri 14
th
 Our Church Family – Lord, bind us together in love 

Sat 15
th
 The Church Refurbishment.  We give thanks for the 

work done so far and pray for its safe completion.  



   Page 13 

We pray for the preparations being made for the 
official opening 

Sun 16th “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth 
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to Him” 2 Chronicles 16 v 9 

Mon 17th We pray for the residents living in Well Street & 
Wellbank Gardens 

Tue 18th All we know who are unwell, receiving treatment or 
waiting for test results 

Wed 19th All who work in our GP Surgery.  Patients and staff 
in our local Care Homes hospitals and hospices 

Thu 20th Our local schools, may they be safe peace-filled 
places to learn.  Lord,  be with James in his role as a 
school chaplain in Ardrossan Academy  

Fri 21st The young people who attend our Church services 
and organisations.  We pray also for their leaders 

Sat 22nd Believers who are persecuted for their faith in the 
Lord Jesus 

Sun 23rd “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God” Philippians 4 v 6 

Mon 24th We pray for residents living in Weston Terrace & 
Woodside 

Tue 25th All who are grieving.  Lord, You see every tear and 
You know every struggle, but You have promised 
that You will never leave us or forsake us 

Wed 26th We pray for our neighbours, especially those who 
are elderly, frail or lonely.  May we be guided to help 
them in times of need 

Thu 27th We give thanks that we have been able to worship 
in the Village Hall and the Community Centre.  Let 
us never take for granted the freedom we have to 
worship so openly 

Fri 28th We remember Helen Scott and all who have been 
called to serve God in other lands.  Lord, may You 
meet their every need  
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2014 

 
Sat 1

st
 James our Minister, Anna & John.  We give thanks 

that they are here in West Kilbride for such a time as 
this. May they, like us, be truly blessed. 

Sun 2
nd

 “And what does the Lord require of you?  To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God” Micah 6 v 8 

Mon 3
rd

 We pray for residents living in Yerton Brae, 
Yonderfield Cottages and Yonderton Place  

Tue 4
th
 Shrove Tuesday.  Lord, help us to enjoy & give 

thanks to You for the bounty You provide for us.  
Remind us to share our gifts with others   

Wed 5
th
 Lord, as we enter this season of Lent, help us to 

draw closer to You 
Thu 6

th
 As Jesus resisted temptation in the wilderness, help 

us to resist the pull of all that holds us back from 
serving You as You desire 

Fri 7
th
 The World Day of Prayer.  “Streams in the Desert” 

written by Christian women in Egypt.  Lord, thank 
you, You hear our prayers 

Sat 8
th
 We pray for all who struggle with addiction and the 

effect on family life 
Sun 9

th
 “The Lord is my Shepherd, I have everything I need” 

Psalm 23 v 1       (Good News Bible)    
Mon 10

th
 We pray for all who live and work on the farms in 

and around WK 
Tue 11

th
 Changing weather patterns put crops & livelihoods 

at risk.  We pray for all who have been affected by 
heavy rains or droughts & we remember farmers in 
the poorest nations of the world 

Wed 12
th
 Thank You, we are able to enjoy a varied nutritional 

diet throughout the whole year, we pray for those in 
the world who do not have that privilege 
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Thu 13

th
 We pray for all who we know who are unwell.  We 

remember those closest to them who provide the 
needed care – may they be cared for too 

Fri 14
th
 We give thanks for our GP surgery & the care 

&treatment that is available to us.  In Bangladesh 
there is only one doctor for every 5,000 people   

Sat 15
th
 We give thanks for immunization programmes & 

better health for children.  We long for the day when 
good health care will be available for all      

Sun 16
th
 “Pray for kings and all those in authority, that we 

may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness” 2 Timothy 2 v 2  

Mon 17
th
 We pray for the elderly of our community who have 

gone to stay in Residential or Nursing Home care, or 
with their families away from WK 

Tue 18
th
 783 million people do not have access to clean 

drinking water.  O Lord, hear our prayers for a fairer 
world 

Wed 19
th
 As we count our blessings, we pray for politicians & 

local councilors and the implications of their 
decisions. We pray they will seek godly wisdom   

Thu 20
th
 The preparations for the Commonwealth Games & 

Scottish Referendum 
Fri 21

st
 In 2014 over 600million women live in countries 

where domestic violence is not a crime.  We pray for 
vulnerable women who are trapped in poverty 

Sat 22
nd

 We give thanks for the peace that we enjoy.  We 
pray for all living in areas of conflict, for peace and 
freedom to be brought to the whole world 

Sun 23
rd

 “In Christ we who are many form one body and each 
member belongs to the others.  We have different 
gifts according to the grace given us” Romans 12 v 
5 & 6 

Mon 24
th
 Local businesses & pray for all who have 

employment working in WK 
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Tue 25
th
 We pray for the bereaved and the broken hearted.  

Lord, You have promised to comfort them, may they 
find their strength in You  

 
Wed 26

th
  Lord, please protect the many agencies around the 

world who serve persecuted Christians.  May they 
have all the resources they need 

 Thu 27
th
 War fuels poverty – homes & livelihoods are 

destroyed, essential services are impaired.  We pray 
for all who are living in troubled areas of the world 

Fri 28
th
 Helen Scott.  We give thanks for the years she has 

served in Malawi.  Lord, bless her today & bless all 
who have been called away to serve You 

Sat 29
th
 Education is a basic human right and yet 115million 

children are currently involved in hazardous labour 
that keeps them out of school 

Sun 30
th
 Mothering Sunday.  For all who are celebrating 

Mother‟s Day today, may it be a day of thanksgiving 
and joy.  Lord, for all who feel this as a day of pain 
or loss, be very close to them and comfort them we 
pray 

Mon 31
st
 We give thanks for the beauty of West Kilbride.  We 

give thanks also for all who work behind the scenes 
to protect, enhance and promote our quality of life in 
this place  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs Jean McKay of 11A Bowfield Road 
wishes to thank her many friends for 
their kind thoughts, cards, flowers and 
prayers during her recent illness. 
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The latest collection in our little boxes amounted to £141.49 
which is just wonderful.  Thank you so much to all you 
collectors.  I usually leave a few boxes on the side table 
where the offering is counted.  I also have sent a cheque for 
£25 given by another caring member. 
 
Lynne Paterson, Director of Tearfund in Scotland heads her 
latest letter, “Thank you for mending broken hearts”.  She 
says that our amazing support with our last gift of £101.70 
will make a huge difference to a woman in Pakistan called 
Maghoo whose first four pregnancies ended in stillborn 
babies.  When her family moved to another village to find 
work, Tearfund partner Sahaara Community Health 
Association, who train traditional birth attendants in the skills 
to identify high risk pregnancies, were able to help her also 
in her fifth pregnancy.  She gave birth to a healthy baby boy.  
Her eyes filled with joyful tears as she held the baby.  
 
 Lynne says, “You make stories like Maghoo‟s possible”.  
“Thank you”. 
 

Audrey Brown 
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Heaven’s Grocery Store. 
 
 

I was walking down life‟s highway a long time ago. 
One day, I saw a sign that said, “Heaven‟s Grocery Store.” 

As I got a little closer, the door came open wide, 
And when I came to myself, I was standing inside. 

 
I saw a host of Angels. They were standing everywhere. 

One handed me a basket and said, “My child shop with care.” 
Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store, 

And all you couldn‟t carry, you could come back the next day for 
more. 

 
First, I got some Patience, Love was in the same row, 

Further down was Understanding, you need that wherever you go. 
I got a box or two of Wisdom, a bag or two of Faith. 

I couldn‟t miss the Holy Ghost for it was all over the place. 
 

I stopped to get some Strength and Courage to help me run this 
race, 

By then my basket was getting full but I remembered some Grace. 
I didn‟t forget Salvation, for Salvation is free. 

So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. 
 

Then I started up the counter to pay my grocery bill, 
For I thought I had everything to do my Master‟s will. 

As I went up the aisle I saw Prayer and just had to put it in, 
For when I know it‟s tough outside, I would run right into sin. 

 
Peace and Joy were plentiful, they were on the last shelf. 
Songs and Praises were hanging near so I helped myself. 

Then I said to the Angel, “Now, how much do I owe?” 
He just smiled and said, “Just take them wherever you go.” 

 
Again I said, “How much do I really owe?” 

He smiled again and said, 
“My child, Jesus paid your bill a long, long time ago!” 

Anon. 
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Diary Dates for February 2014 

1 Feb 8:30 AM Prayer Breakfast – Community Centre 
2 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service with Communion and Junior  
  Church at Village Hall 
2 Feb  2:00 PM Afternoon Service with Communion – Headrigg  
   Gardens 
2 Feb  6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
4 Feb 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – TBC 
4 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
5 Feb 10:00 AM Church Craft – Community Centre  
9 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
9 Feb 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
 9 Feb    7:30 PM Evening Service at Community Centre 
11 Feb 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – TBC 
11 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
11 Feb   2:30 PM   Guild Meeting – Community Centre  
  „Demonstration of Cake Decorating‟ By Jane Hewlett  
11 Feb 7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting – Community Centre 
12 Feb     7:15 PM Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting – Community  
  Centre 
16 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
16 Feb 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
18 Feb 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – TBC 
18 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
23 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
23 Feb 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre  
23 Feb   7:30 PM Evening Service – Community Centre 
25 Feb 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – TBC 
25 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
25 Feb   2:30 PM Guild Meeting - Community Centre  
  „Travels in China‟ with Val Penny 
  ERSKINE HOSPITAL OFFERING DAY 
  (Special Offering for Erskine Hospital)  
26 Feb     7:15 PM Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting – Community  
  Centre 

There are four house groups each meeting fortnightly as follows: 
5 Feb 7:30 PM Wednesday in Audrey Brown‟s house 
5 Feb 2:30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde‟s house 
5 Feb 7:15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow‟s house 
5 Feb 7:15 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson‟s house 
19 Feb 7:30 PM Wednesday in Audrey Brown‟s house 
19 Feb 2:30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde‟s house 
19 Feb 7:15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow‟s house 
19 Feb 7:15 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson‟s house
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Diary Dates for March 2014 
 1 Mar 8:30 AM Prayer Breakfast – Community Centre 
 2 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at Village Hall 
 2 Mar 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
 2 Mar  6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Community Centre 
 4 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – TBC 
 4 Mar 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Village Hall 
 5 Mar 10:00 AM Church Craft – Community Centre 
 7 Mar TBC The „World Day of Prayer‟ – St Bride‟s Church   
 9 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
  9 Mar 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship  
11 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray  
11 Mar 10:00 AM Rendezvous  
11 Mar   2:30 PM   Guild Meeting – Community Choir to Entertain 
12 Mar     7:15 PM Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting    
16 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
16 Mar 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship  
16 Mar  7:30 PM Evening Service  
18 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray  
18 Mar 10:00 AM Rendezvous  
23 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
23 Mar 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship  
23 Mar   7:30 PM Evening Service  
25 Mar   2:30 PM Guild AGM & Closing Lunch 
25 Mar     7:30 PM Team Leaders‟ Meeting  
26 Mar     7:15 PM Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting  
27 Mar   1:30 PM GUILD – SPRING RALLY 
    JULIUS PROJECT – ARDEER CHURCH 
    STEVENSTON 
30 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church followed with 

the Stated Annual Meeting 
30 Mar 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship  
30 Mar   7:30 PM Evening Service  
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Venues for Church Services & Activities after 5th March TO BE CONFIRMED 
 

There are four house groups each meeting fortnightly as follows: 
5 Mar  7:30 PM Wednesday in Audrey Brown‟s house 
5 Mar  2:30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde‟s house 
5 Mar  7:15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow‟s house 
5 Mar  7:15 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson‟s house 
19 Mar  7:30 PM Wednesday in Audrey Brown‟s house 
19 Mar  2:30 PM Wednesday in Eileen Hinde‟s house 
19 Mar  7:15 PM Wednesday in Margaret Morrow‟s house 
19 Mar  7:15 PM Wednesday in Helen Ferguson‟s house    

 



Page 21 
 

Property Report, January 2014. 

 
At the time of writing, early January, work is recommencing 
to the Parish Church after the Christmas holiday. As you will 
have seen from the weekly photographs, numerous areas 
have progressed to date.  
 
Hopefully, the majority of rot works have been dealt with, 
although we have yet to receive the final report in 
connection with the main roof survey. Fairly extensive 
repairs have had to be carried out to the stonework around 
all windows and to a lesser extent, the boundary walls of the 
property. The window repairs were deemed necessary 
following the removal of the original glazing and the fact that 
the condition of the stone would not have allowed 
satisfactory installation of the restored stained glass. 
Currently, the only window remaining to be installed is the 
new one, commemorating the union of the churches. 
 
The new, improved door, and access from the side lane has 
been formed and is awaiting delivery of the door and 
screen. This will allow access to the hall/lounge area which 
has been completely opened up, with large Velux roof lights 
installed. All first fix electrics, plumbing/heating and wall 
sheeting is complete in this area. 
 
Within the Sanctuary, as with the lower halls, first fix 
electrics, plumbing/heating and wall sheeting have been 
completed. This has had to include, at a late stage, the full 
strapping and sheeting of the highest parts of the ceiling, as 
the condition of the existing ceiling was found to be 
incompatible to simply making good and decorating. Close 
inspection was only available once scaffolding had been 
erected in the Sanctuary. 
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The Aesthetics Team has been busy, with various meetings 
being held with our Architect and representatives of 
C.A.R.T.A., (the committee within Church of Scotland that 
oversees all Architectural matters of the Church.) This has 
culminated in full support of not only our general project but 
also the details relating to it such as colours, fixtures, fittings 
and choice of seating.  
 
There remains a large amount of work to be completed in 
order to achieve the desired, (for this Phase at least), 
outcome. Due to additional works being required, we are 
currently slightly behind programme but trust that this is not 
of particular importance in the greater scheme of things.   
 

 

Rendezvous Sale for Church Refurbishment Funds 
 

For the next few months at the Rendezvous coffee mornings 
we will be having special sales to raise money for certain 
items related to the refurbishment of the lower hall & coffee 
area.  For example, we are trying to buy: 
 

 Seat covers for sofas 

 Coffee Tables 

 Blinds etc. 
 
We plan to sell home baking, crafts, bric-a-brac etc., and any 
contributions of these items would be appreciated. 
 
Please note that the normal donations to Rendezvous will be 
used for charity, as usual. 
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Refurbishment  
As I write this on the last week of January, the impressive 
scaffolding is being removed from the sanctuary.  All of the windows 
that were removed from Overton have been installed and are 
looking wonderful.  The ceiling lights have been replaced with 
modern lighting.  The hall has been insulated and plasterboard 
completed.  Here are a few pictures I took on 24 January 
         George Crawford 
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