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Minister's Letter
Rediscovering Christian Meditation
'...his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.' (Psalm 1:2)
I have been thinking a lot recently about meditating. Now before
you think that I have decided to put myself into the lotus
position and chant - that is not the kind of meditation I am
talking about!
These days when people think of meditation, they naturally
think of Buddhism or something New Age. But what I have been
thinking about is Christian meditation - spending time thinking
upon God and His character as revealed in His word.
You see, whilst other forms of meditation are often about
emptying our mind, meditation for the Christian is thinking upon
God and His Word - filling our minds rather than emptying them.
As we all know, we live in a fast-paced world which is
increasingly becoming faster. There are pressures upon our
time and the expectation that we will constantly be active and
'doing things'. And this pace of life can infiltrate into our spiritual
life as well meaning that although we do good deeds and are
'active' in our faith, that we spend little time praying or being still
before God. And when we do have time, we find it a struggle,
because it is not something we are used to or have disciplined
ourselves to do. We are not used to prolonged thinking.
Television discourages it. The average news story is 45
seconds. The average length of a shot on television is only 3.5
seconds so the eye never rests, and always has something new
it must see.
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But how good it is when we do stop and ponder; when we
ruminate and meditate and we think upon the Lord and His
goodness or thinking through a verse in Scripture.
You see, how often it is that we rush through our prayer time or rush through our personal Bible reading, not giving full
attention to it because there are other things we feel pressured
to do.
But what bliss it is when we can read a Psalm or even a verse
in Scripture - and then lie back in our chair and to spend time
meditating on Psalm 23 and what it means for the Lord to be
our Shepherd and how wonderful that is. Or to meditate upon a
verse like Romans 8:28: 'And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose' or Nehemiah 8:10: 'The joy of
the Lord is your strength'.
It is good for us to stop, to think, to pray to meditate. To think
upon God and His Word and to fill our minds with good things because if it is filled with good things, then there is no space for
anything else!
Paul writes in Philippians: '...Brothers and Sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things.' (Philippians
4: 8).
May we be people who don't pay nodding acquaintance with
God, but people who meditate and who think upon God and
godly things - and who don't feel guilty about taking time to do
so - because it is for our benefit and strengthening.
Yours in Christ,
James
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Church Register
The following have sadly passed away recently.
Please keep their families in your prayers:
Jessie Todd, Bowfield Road, died 20th November 2014
Morag Humphreys, Ardneil Avenue, died 26th November 2014.
Hilda Beaton, Burnlea Nursing Home, died 3rd December 2014.
Barbara Roberts, Halfway Street, latterly Hutton Park, died 8th
December 2014.
Nan Falla, Alton Street, died 11th December 2014.
Alex McAuslan, Coldstream, died 17th December 2014.
Margaret Wright, Caldwell Road, latterly Westerton Care Home,
died 10th January 2015.
Lillian Revel, Blackshaw Drive, latterly Abbotsford Nursing Home,
died 16th January 2015.
Janette Smith, Burnside Place, died 17th January 2015.

Editorial
A happy and blessed New Year to all of you! After all the
busyness of Christmas and New Year it was good to come
to the evening service on the 4th January which was a
service of Hope for the New Year. It was intimated that this
was a service especially for those who had been bereaved.
For those who attended, it offered a time of reflection and
we were given the opportunity to write the name of someone
we had lost in the past year, or longer ago, or a situation
that we were concerned about on a star and hang them on a
little tree. The Women Who Pray group are praying for every
person or situation placed on the tree. Thank you to Mandy
who lead that service.
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In this issue I have written an article about CLAN Gathering
2015 which I hope you will consider attending as it is to be
held only a few miles away at Kelburn. Brian and I are
looking forward to going again this year and we know that it
will be the highlight of our year.
It was wonderful to hear of the amount of money that was
raised for the Toilet Twinning, organised by the Youth
Church. If you are using the toilets in church look out for
photographs of the toilets we have funded.
For those of you who know someone who has been afflicted
by dementia we are hoping to host a dementia training day
in the near future. Please look out for further details in the
church intimations or contact the church office for details.
Thank you to all who contributed to this issue. There is a lot
of reading in it. Please do feel free to send in your own
contributions, they will be most welcome.

Local Church Review
On 24th February, our church is due to be visited for our 'Local
Church Review'. This is a visit done by Presbytery and replaces the
former Quinquennial Visitation system.
The object of the Local Church Review is for the Presbytery to give
counsel and encouragement to the congregation; to facilitate the
congregation in setting out their priorities and plans for the next five
years and to give advice or take supportive action where any
problems are identified.
The Presbytery Committee will be convened by Rev Sandy
McCallum, who will also conduct worship on 1st March.
Before our meeting, questionnaires have to be filled out to tell the
story of our congregation and to find out about issues such as
finance and fabric and safeguarding. Obviously an important aspect
of this meeting is also for Presbytery to help us in thinking through
our worship and how we reach out to the community.
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Lynne Paterson, Tearfund’s Director in Scotland, writes to
thank us for our last gift of £121.50 from our little boxes.
She writes –
Moises, who pastors a church in a poor village in Guatemala
beamed as he talked to us about the amazing impact his
church is having in his community. He says, “Corina is a
widow who has a cornfield with nobody to help her farm it,
so the church people plant and harvest it for her. Andrea is
a single mother whose daughter was killed trying to cross
the border between Mexico and the U.S. for work. As
Andrea was heartbroken and struggling to provide for her
younger children, the church cared for her and gave her a
grant to start a business.”
Moises said that his church people always wanted to help
others although not sure how, until Tearfund partner A.M.I.
gave them guidance. Lynne says, “At the root of this
change is support like yours. In Moises’ village of Santa
Lucia there are hardly any jobs and few people own land to
farm.” She says that with support like ours A.M.I is training,
equipping and inspiring this passionate congregation to help
people to care for the environment by planting 2500 trees to
prevent soil erosion. They are also collecting clothes & food
for the poorest people.
Lynne thanks us for helping to make a huge difference in
places like Santa Lucia. I also want to say “Thank You” to
all of you who collect so diligently.
Audrey Brown
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GOD IN MY LIFE
As I write this the weather is dreadful with 60mph gales around our
coast. Our grandson is at present on guard duty for the rigs in a
trawler positioned approximately 70 miles off Shetland and about
100 miles from Sweden where the weather is much worse than
here. The trawler is riding over 30-40 feet high waves.
Off course I worry about him, as I pray that God will keep him safe,
as I think about how Jesus stilled the waves.
Last night I picked up Daily Bread, as I always do. The reading was
from 2nd Corinthians chapter 11 verses 24-33 where Paul writes
about being in three shipwrecks spending 24 hours in the sea at
one time, and in danger on the high seas and from floods.
I couldn’t help thinking about how appropriate the reading was in
the circumstance as I prayed for my grandson and snuggled down
to sleep in peace.
Audrey Brown
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CLAN
(Christians Linked Across the Nation) Gathering
2015
Saturday 11th - Thursday 16th July.
Many of you will know that Brian and I have attended CLAN
Gathering for many years now and, for the last few years, have
been Ministry Team leaders. Attending CLAN has helped us grow in
our spiritual life and we have always encouraged others to attend.
We are delighted that CLAN this year will be held at Kelburn
Country Park instead of St Andrews. This makes it so much easier
to attend and we don't have to pay for travel and lodgings. Yeah!
The theme this year is 'May God Arise'
More than anything else this is what our nation needs: that the
Lord Himself would arise and show His strength, bringing
transformation to our society.
More than anything else this is what our Communities need:
that He will become a Father to the fatherless, a defender of the
widows, the One who sets the lonely in families.
More than anything else this is what the church needs: that He
would walk among His people bringing encouragement,
refreshment and new faith rising.
There is so much to look forward to at CLAN Gathering. Anointed
speakers, wonderful worship, ministry time, different seminars to
choose from and all the family welcome.
CLAN Kidz has fun filled times of praise, teaching and group
activities. From 0 to Primary 7, each age group has a tailored
programme aimed to help them have a fantastic time together
meeting with God and exploring the theme of the event.
CLAN Youth is a busy week of hanging out in the cafe, workshops
and the usual, slightly mad, afternoon and late night activities.
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There are always amazing testimonies from CLAN Youth events,
both from the young folk and the team.
It is the aim of the CLAN organisers to remove barriers to people
who wish to attend. Ticket costs can be paid in four instalments
and, if you book before the end of February, you can book for the
early bird price. If you are physically impaired stewards are there to
help get you where you need to be. A parking area is set aside as
well as accessible seating, sign language in the main venues and
free places for carers. If you have additional support needs the aim
is to make the programme, both printed and spoken, accessible to
all. For those who prefer to keep away from the crowd, CLAN Stars
offers extra support and a tailored programme.
If you cannot attend the whole event it is possible to book Day
Tickets. We would highly recommend this wonderful time of
teaching, worship and time with God and other Christians from all
across the nation.
For more information and to book your place online go to
www.clangathering.org.uk or by telephone at 079643 375305 or
speak to me.

Deirdre Murray

A New Year in Junior Church
and the Youth Team!
After the excitement of the Christmas celebrations and the Toilet
Twinning project, January can feel a bit flat. In Junior Church, we
use teaching material produced by Urban Saints, (formerly
Crusaders). They sent a message of encouragement in which they
suggested we remembered that even small pebbles make ripples
and that our God can produce great results from our faithful work,
even when we see no results ourselves.
1 Corinthians 15, v 58 says, “Throw yourselves into the work of the
Master, confident that nothing you do for him is a waste of time or
effort” (The Message)
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Remembering these words, the Junior Church leaders are
preparing lessons on some of Jesus’ “I am ....” sayings, the Messy
Church planning group is working on two events to take place on 24
January and 28 March and there has even been a little thinking
about the Holiday Club in the summer!
The Junior Church leaders ask that we pray for energy, enthusiasm,
creativity and patience as they prepare and deliver the lessons and
they would love to have more children coming along.
Alison Ward, Youth Team

A THOUGHT FOR EACH DAY
TALKING TO GOD
Dear Father, hear the prayer I pray,
You've heard it many times,
But knowing I can talk to You
My weary spirit climbs.
I ask for healing every day
For all the aches and pains,
And You send comfort, help and strength
As hope and love remains.
Dear Father, help the ones I love,
I know You understand,
Be with them in the storms of life
And take them by the hand.
Now thank You for the gifts of life,
I count them as before,
Tomorrow, Father, I'll be here
And talk to You once more.
The Friendship Book 2014
Contributed by Margaret Kincaid
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Introducing the Rev Mandy Hickman –
An interview
R. Hello Mandy, can we start by asking you about your earlier life?
M. Yes. I was born in Glasgow and moved to Largs when I was
young and went to school there. After school I trained as a nurse at
the Victoria Infirmary in Glasgow and went on to work in The Care
of the Elderly at Ayrshire Central Hospital in Irvine. I then worked as
nurse in the community and in public health. I still stay in Largs.
R. Would you say you were from a Christian family?
M. Yes. I went to Sunday School and went on to profess my faith
and become a member of the Church of Scotland when I was
eighteen.
R. What made you enter the ministry?
M. I was always active in the church. I became an elder in St John’s
Church in Largs. I felt drawn to the ministry and was encouraged by
my minister at the time, Andrew McGurk, to participate in the
Enquirer’s course. I became a candidate for ministry in 2006.
R. Although you have had experience of looking after and being
interested in people in the health service, this is quite a change!
What kind of training did you do?
M. I did a distance learning course from Aberdeen University,
attended COS conferences as part of my training and had practical
placements in churches within Ayrshire. I was ordained in 2013.
R. You work part time here in West Kilbride and will be with us
initially for a year. I believe you work out of Ayr for the rest of the
time?
M. Yes, I work as an Ordained Local Minister (OLM), which is a part
time and voluntary form of ministry. OLM post involves ten hours
per week plus Sundays in West Kilbride. I no longer work for the
NHS and in June 2013 took up the post as Mission Development
Officer for Ayr Presbytery and am involved with local church
reviews and in encouraging individual churches to work together in
partnership on mission projects.
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R. Is there a seminal passage in the Bible for you?
M. Yes- James chapter 2 v14-26 ‘Faith and Deeds’ I feel it is really
important to put our faith into action.
R. What do you think is the greatest challenge that the Church
faces today?
M. Being relevant in today’s world and in particular reaching out to
those that feel marginalised. We should see the Church as a family
and encourage one another. Worshiping together is important but
one type does not necessarily fit all and it is helpful in terms of
bringing people to faith to have “mixed economy” as it were.
R. About yourself. Have you any favourite music?
M. I like Gospel Music, especially London Community Choir. I also
like musicals.
R. And what is your favourite food?
M. Crisps. I could live on crisps!
R. Any other pastimes?
M. Yoga and walking my dog, Zara.
R. Do you have a family?
M. Yes, I have two grown up children, sadly my husband died in
2008.
R. I am so sorry to hear that Mandy.
M. Thank you for that Richard. I must say that I have felt very
welcome since I came to West Kilbride.
R. Thanks Mandy. I hope you enjoy your time with us.
Mandy Hickman in conversation with Richard de Courcy
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Session Snippets
The Kirk Session held a meeting on 9/12/2014. This commenced
with a period of opening worship, including prayers for the local
community. The minutes for the previous session meeting were
approved.
This was followed with discussion and reflection on the first two
chapters of a book by Philip Yancey called “What’s so Amazing
about Grace.” There was a challenging passage about a prostitute
and whether there is a perception that the modern church is
judgemental and that this constitutes a barrier for many people.
Correspondence from Presbytery included intimation that the
church will have a visitation in February 2015. This takes the form
of a general review of how the church is working
In the same vein, assessment is part of life these days and
members of the session are not immune. All Session members
have been invited to discuss with our minister their thoughts about
being an Elder and their roll in the church.
John Coy was welcomed as an elder and is the new Finance Team
leader. We look forwards to his contribution and thank the outgoing
leader, Nan Brownlee, after many years valued service. Talking of
personnel, the Session are delighted to welcome the Rev.Mandy
Hickman as an ordained local minister to the Church. She will be
with us until November at least. (see separate article)
Fabric issues were discussed. Enquires will be made regarding
fitting a carpet in the gallery. Also the Session are very grateful to
have received a substantial donation to enable upgrading of the
front door and vestibule. Hopefully this can be made to look more
“welcoming” than it does at present. Along these lines, enquiries
will also be made regards purchasing an electronic notice board
similar to that which is present at many bus stops. While not exactly
envisaging Times Square in New York it may enhance advertising
times etc of services and special events.
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It also has been decided to pursue the idea of twining our church
with Stevenston High Kirk in line with Presbytery policy. The idea is
to twin two churches with differing backgrounds for mutual support
and learning. Since we already share some services and the praise
group have played at Stevenston High Kirk this would seem to be
an appropriate choice. Some may remember a similar arrangement
with Maryhill Parish Church some years ago which rather faded
away. The closer geographical arrangement will hopefully lead to
closer ties and a more productive relationship.
The next meeting is on 10th February and as always any church
member is welcome to attend.
Richard de Courcy

CHURCH CONFERENCE
Our Church Conference this year will be just a one day
conference on Saturday 14th February. It will be from 10am
until about 2pm. We are delighted to have the Rev Jim
Stewart as our speaker and he will also preach at the
Sunday service. We were blessed to have Jim speak at a
previous conference and look forward to hearing what he
has to say to us this year.
Please do come along for this special time when we can
seek God together!
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The World Day of Prayer
The World Day of Prayer this year is on Friday 6th March. A
service is to be held in West Kilbride Parish Church at 2pm. The
theme is “Jesus said to them, “Do you know what I have done for
you?” and the service has been prepared by Christian women of
The Bahamas.
You are warmly welcome to join with us and be part of an event
which brings millions of people in over 100 countries together in a
day of prayer each year.

Christmas Gift Service
Many thanks to all who gave gifts at the gift service in December.
The following letter was received from Social Services.
I am writing on behalf of everyone at Social Services in Ardrossan
to thank you once again for your extreme kindness in donating gifts
for Christmas.
You will be aware that without your generosity many vulnerable
families would be without at the festive period so a big thank you to
everyone involved.
I would also like to take this opportunity to wish you and your
congregation very best wishes for the New Year and thank you
again for the difference you made for our families at Christmas.
Yours sincerely,
Isobel Quinn, Support Worker.
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These poems were written by Mary Strick and read out by her daughter, Margaret, at
her funeral. Mary was a wonderful writer and these poems are so good. I asked
Margaret for a copy of them for the magazine as I felt they should be shared and
enjoyed by us all.

SWIMMING IN THE FARM DAM
Have you been caressed by living, pure water
Gliding smooth over naked skin?
Have you slipped into depths of dark glossy satin,
At midnight?
While you swim on the luminous surface
Have you seen, on sandy floor,
The shape of your transient shadow
Cast by moonlight?
Care shed, have you floated serene on the water,
Soothed by the peace of the night,
Watched exuberant trees gaily dancing
In the breezes of night?
Hung in rich velvet, a great chandler
Illuminates a pale ghostly world.
Did you know that the light of a million stars
Could shine so bright?
Have you had your tabby familiar
Recklessly climb up the ladder with you,
To watch, wet pawed, wind lashed, as you frolic
Despite the danger of lightning?
Have you gasped at the water's embrace
Refreshed as chilled champagne?
Then restored, in safe haven, relaxed in sleep
Till rosy dawn-light?
Then you too have known a perfection of Eden.
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SECURITY BLANKET
I want to go back to my orange life
I want to pick apricots, eat apricots,
Spread their jam on home-made bread.
I want to bottle their colour for winter.
Take me to the farm orchard,
Let me climb like a monkey in those old trees,
Marvel at sunset skies from topmost branches.
Let me joke and sing with my daughter
Filling bright pockets with succulent oranges,
Restore my strength to carry the burden of sweet fruit.
At day's end let me gaze into fire's glowing heart
Warmed by its leaping orange flames
My family all about me.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2015
Sun 1st
Mon 2nd
Tue 3rd
Wed 4th
Thu 5th
Fri 6th
Sat 7th

Sun 8th
Mon 9th
Tue 10th
Wed 11th
Thu 12th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th
Sun 15th
Mon 16th
Tue 17th
Wed 18th

Lord, make me a channel of Your Peace and Love
We pray for the residents who live in Goldenberry Avenue
& Halfway Street
James our Minister, Anna his wife and their sons John and
Alasdair
People who have been affected by terrorism around the
world.
World Leaders. We pray for the decisions they make
All who are struggling with addiction and the impact it has
on their families
We pray for the work of Crossreach Drug & Alcohol
Rehabilitation Centres. We ask that God will enable staff to
show love and compassion in all they do – especially
during challenging times. May all who are referred there
feel they are in a safe and secure environment
Lord, give me a thirst for more of You in my life. Feed me
with Your Word and set me apart for Your use.
We pray for the residents who live in Happyhills &
Hauplands Way
All we know who are unwell, awaiting test results, having
treatment
Our GP Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and Care Homes
We pray for carers, be they family, friends or neighbours.
For professional carers too, especially during the winter
months when travel can be difficult
Carol our Session Clerk and all our Elders
We pray for our Church Conference to be held today. May
The Holy Spirit be very present to teach and to guide
Heavenly Father, thank You that You are my anchor
through the storms and my guide in the darkness
We pray for the residents living in Headrigg Gardens and
Headrigg Road
As today is Shrove Tuesday, we remember all in our world
who do not have enough to eat. We give thanks for
provision of Food Banks here in Britain
A prayer for Lent.
Lord Jesus, may this be the fast we choose – to hold fast in
our hearts the women who walk miles for water that we turn
a tap on for, to never take for granted the food we eat,
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Thu 19th
Fri 20th
Sat 21st

Sun 22nd
Mon 23rd
Tue 24th
Wed 25th

Thu 26th
Fri 27th
Sat 28th

however plain it is. To complain less and campaign more,
to share our bread in gratitude that we have bread to share.
And as we count our blessings Lord, how can we respond?
Almighty God, anoint us with Your Holy Spirit. Challenge us
and transform us into Your people, a church that is One
and which responds in love and justice to all who suffer in
our world. In the name of Christ we pray.
Helen Scott, praying with her as she puts her trust in You
for what the future holds for her. We remember those she
worked with in Malawi
Our local schools, may they be safe secure places where
children are encouraged to reach their full potential
The Ebola outbreak. Tearfund asks for prayer for local
churches in the affected areas to rise up and respond to the
needs of their communities by caring for orphans, raising
awareness and combatting stigma against affected families
God, I may not always like how it feels when You are
working on an area of my life, but I trust You completely
We pray for residents living in Heritage Park and
Highthorne Crescent
We pray for all who are feeling the pain and loss of
bereavement
We pray for Winter Night Shelters providing emergency
night shelter for Glasgow’s rough sleepers, operated and
staffed by Glasgow City Mission and volunteers. The
service runs in partnership with other agencies determined
to tackle homelessness in Glasgow
We pray for family life, for homes filled with joy and homes
where there is pain
Ardrossan Presbytery and all local Church congregations
For the beauty of the earth. Heavenly Father, as winter
turns to spring we give You thanks and praise for the
beauty we see all around us in this place
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2015
Sun 1st
Mon 2nd
Tue 3rd
Wed 4th
Thu 5th
Fri 6th
Sat 7th

Sun 8th
Mon 9th
Tue 10th

Wed 11th
Thu 12th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th

Almighty God, thank you for each new morning with the
promises they bring. Great is Your faithfulness
We pray for the residents living in Hillside Road and
Hunterston Road
Let us remember Syria, Iraq, The Middle East, Nigeria and
other places of conflict around the world. We pray for peace
makers and peace keepers
James our Minister, Anna, John and Alasdair
Our Church Family. May we love one another dearly, despite
our differences. May that love spread to everyone in our
community
The World Day of Prayer. We give thanks for this opportunity
to pray the same prayers as our brothers and sisters all
around the world
The Scottish Bible Society - give thanks for the many new
believers in China, and for co-operation between the
government and the church resulting in permission to print
3.8million Bibles this year.May they quickly get to those
desperately waiting for God’s word
You Lord know everything about me. You see every tear and
every fear. Help me to trust You completely
We pray for the residents who live in Hyndman Road and
Jacks View
We pray for primary and secondary pupils who attended
Stictly Come Praying this weekend. This event was
organized by SU Scotland. May they build on what they have
learned and have a deeper desire to pray for family, friends
and their schools
Carol our Session Clerk, our Elders and all who work behind
the scenes for our church
All who are caught up in addiction. Lord, may You be their
help in times of weakness
We give thanks for Mandy, who is working alongside James
in Ministry
World Leaders. We pray they will seek Godly wisdom and
we give thanks That You Lord can melt the hardest heart.
Nothing is impossible with God
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Sun 15th
Mon 16th
Tue 17th
Wed 18th
Thu 19th
Fri 20th
Sat 21st
Sun 22nd
Mon 23rd
Tue 24th
Wed 25th
Thu 26th
Fri 27th
Sat 28th
Sun 29th
Mon 30th
Tue 31st

Mothering Sunday. We give thanks today for all who have
cared for us and all the special people You have placed in
our lives to bless us
We pray for the residents who live in Kilruskin Drive and
Kirkton Avenue
We remember the ladies who attend The Guild. Lord, bless
them and keep them and may Your face shine upon them
and be gracious to them. Give them Your peace
We pray for our politicians and all who are in authority over
us. We give thanks & pray encouragement for the prayer
warriors who meet to pray in Holyrood every Wednesday
We pray for AsiaLink in their work among hard to reach
people groups living in Laos and Vietnam, Burma and North
Korea
All we know who are unwell at home or in hospital
Our brothers and sisters in St Brides. We give thanks for
opportunities to work together
I have no care, my cares are His! I have no fear, He cares
for all my fears
We pray for residents living in Law Brae and Lawfield Avenue
We pray for missionaries & all who have been called away
from home to serve the Lord
We pray for all who struggle with mental health issues. May
the right support and help be there for all who suffer, and for
their families, when they need it
We pray for local businesses and for the farms around West
Kilbride
We remember all who need God’s special touch of comfort in
in their time of grieving
Our GP Surgery and all who work in health care,
We give grateful thanks for our refurbished church one year
on. “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in
vain” Psalm 127 v 1
We pray for residents who live in Maimhor Road and Main
Street
We pray protection for our servicemen and women and for
their families at home. We pray for their chaplains
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PROPERTY REPORT
JANUARY 2015
The Church recently received a very generous donation
from an anonymous source, accompanied by a request for
us to consider carrying out improvements to the existing
main entrance doors.
As it turns out, we had been considering different ways in
which we could bring more light into the vestibule area and
also how to improve the “welcoming” aspect of the entrance.
This was particularly the case, having again started to use
these doors more regularly.
We have started the ball rolling by approaching the
appropriate bodies, both directly connected to the church
and those out with, such as Planners and potential
contractors.
We have requested that we be allowed to replace the
existing doors, which require repair in any case, with doors
containing large glazed panels. Also to be included would
be an overhead space heater. This would allow for those
serving on the “welcoming” team to avoid being “frozen”, as
is sometimes the case, and would also act as a heat barrier,
minimising heat loss when the door to the Sanctuary is
opened.
We are also considering installing an additional set of
glazed doors, opening inwards, inside the proposed new
doors. These could be used to allow those on duty at the
door to watch for members approaching and to allow
access, as required. This would again reduce further heat
loss, through not having to have doors lying open.
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Things are at an early stage, with five different sets of
approval to be obtained.
As you will hopefully have seen, the areas of garden to the
rear of the Bill Penny Hall and to the side of the Office and
Prayer Room have all been cleared. The next thing is to
decide on the best use for the garden. Please speak to any
member of the Property team if you have a particular
thought on the matter.
The refurbishment has almost been complete for a year and
as such, the snagging to the works should be carried out in
the near future. There are a few minor matters, such as
flaking paint and doors to be eased. These will be brought to
the attention of the contractor shortly. Overall, we remain
pleased with the works.

Billy McFarland.
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Diary Dates for February 2015
1Feb

4Feb

Morning Service with Communion and
Junior Church
2:00 PM Afternoon Service– Headrigg Garden
6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
7:30 PM Church Choir Practice
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
2:30 PM Guild Meeting - in the Small Hall
‘Guild Theme & Topic' with Rev. James McNay All Wecome!
7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

8Feb
8Feb
8Feb
10Feb
10Feb
10Feb
11Feb
11Feb
14Feb

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
7:15 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Kirk Session Meeting – Sanctuary
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
Church Conference with Rev. Jim Stewart
as our Guest Speaker

15Feb
15Feb
15Feb
16Feb
17Feb
17Feb
17Feb

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
2:30 PM

18Feb

7:15 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting - in the Lower Hall
‘A Donaur to Largs' with George Crawford
All Wecome!
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

22Feb
22Feb
22Feb
24Feb
24Feb
24Feb
25Feb

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
7:15 PM

1Feb
1Feb
2Feb
3Feb
3Feb
3Feb

10:30 AM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Extra Kirk Session Meeting – in the Sanctuary
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
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Diary Dates for March 2015
1 Mar
1 Mar
1 Mar
2 Mar
3 Mar
3 Mar
3 Mar

10:30 AM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
2:30 PM

4 Mar
6 Mar

7:15 PM
2:00 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Afternoon Service – Headrigg Garden
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting - in the Lower Hall
‘My Travels on Concorde’ with Audrey Kolon
Special Offering for Erskine Hospital
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
The ‘World Day of Prayer'

8 Mar
8 Mar
8 Mar
10 Mar
10 Mar
11 Mar
11 Mar

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM
10:00 AM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall

15 Mar
15 Mar
15 Mar
16 Mar
17 Mar
17 Mar
17 Mar

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
2:30 PM

18 Mar
22 Mar
22 Mar
22 Mar
24 Mar
24 Mar
24 Mar

7:15 PM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
2:30 PM

24 Mar
25 Mar
28 Mar

7:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting - in the Lower Hall
CLOSING SOCIAL – 'Singing for Fun'
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
Morning Service and Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting - in the Lower Hall
AGM & CLOSING LUNCH
Team Leaders Meeting – Entrance Foyer
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
Messy Church in WKPC

29 Mar

10:30 AM

Palm Sunday Service and Junior Church
followed with Church Annual Meeting
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29 Mar
29 Mar
30 Mar
31 Mar
31 Mar
31 Mar

6:00 PM
7:30 PM
TBC
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
TBC Short

Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Short Service – Holy Week
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Service – Holy Week

House Groups
Currently three house groups usually meet fortnightly on Monday/Wednesday
evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please speak to either Helen
Ferguson, Audrey Brown or Margaret Morrow.

NEW BABY
Brian and I are delighted to announce
the blessing of the arrival of our ninth
grandchild, Orla Rose Harper
Murray, on the 11th January. Niriana
is loving being a mum and we look
forward to introducing the new baby
to everyone in the near future.

BIRTHDAY WISHES
Belated birthday wishes to May
Paton who, I learned, celebrated
her 80th birthday in December.
We are glad you had a lovely
time May and wish you many
more happy and blessed years.

Page 27

Stained Glass Windows-“The Creation”
The “Creation” window by Susan Bradbury 1985 is in a clean style
with no heavy glass painting. Gifted by George and Jean Shanks, it
is on the east facing wall.
The fifth day of creation. And
God said, “Let the water teem
with living creatures, and let
birds fly upon the Earth, across
the expanse of the sky”
So God created the great
creatures of the sea and every
living and moving thing with
which the water teems,
according to their kind. And God
saw that it was good. God
blessed them and said, “Be
fruitful and increase in number
and fill the water in the seas and
let the birds increase on the
earth.” And there was evening,
and there was morning - the fifth
day.
Susan made three new round windows in the theme of the sun. If
you look closely when the light is right you will see a smiley face in
the centre of one sun. In another you can see the moon.
This window, like the others, had to be enlarged to fit the window
opening and you can clearly see where Susan has added a band or
glass the whole way round expanding and complimenting her
design.
Genesis 1 v 20-23.

Evelyn McFarland
Page 28

