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Minister’s Letter
General Assembly
'I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me an
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing' (John 5:5).
May is usually a month which brings hope. Better weather,
lighter nights, the end of exams for those in the upper years
of Secondary School. Inevitably, it also brings the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.
As I write this, I am attending the General Assembly as a
commissioner and as well as myself, we also have one of
our elders, Deirdre Murray, serving as a Commissioner. So
West Kilbride Parish Church is doubly represented! In these
first couple of days, it has quickly become apparent that the
Church of Scotland faces huge challenges.
Just to share some of the most startling statistics with you:
 The Church of Scotland now has around 400,000
members - a drop of nearly 25% in just 10/12 years.
 80% of ministers are over the age of 50.
 Only 2 ministers are under 30.
 By the early 2020's, the church is projected to have a
shortfall of 200 ministers.
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With statistics like this, we may wonder if there is any hope.
Things seem to be on a downward trend and we could be
tempted to simply shrug our shoulders and give up on the
church.
But in the midst of the obvious challenges that we face, I
have been encouraged at the Assembly this week with how
much genuine talk there has been about seeking the Lord in
prayer, thinking about mission and thinking about new ways
of being the church that is not so focussed upon the
minister. After all, we believe in the priesthood of all
believers - that is a great Reformation principle!
So in the midst of the challenges, there are also
encouragements. Encouragements that perhaps the Lord is
not finished with the church yet! Encouragements that
perhaps in the midst of difficulty, the Lord is doing a new
thing and encouraging us to 'be' the church in a different
way.
The Assembly so far has encouraged me to renew my
efforts to pray, because it is not by human effort that the
church will grow and prosper - it is only by a work of God.
And we long for Him to move in power to revive the church
once more, that we might worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
Will you join with me in praying for the church? The Church
locally and the Church nationally? To cry out to the Lord to
renew the church and bless His people?
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There is an old Gospel song that says that it is down on our
knees that we learn how to stand - and that we can't even
walk without holding God's hand. We rely upon the Lord for
everything as individual Christians each and every day.
How much more important is it for us as the body of Christ
to fully rely on Him?
Let's seek the Lord in prayer. It is His church. And the gates
of hell will surely not prevail against it.
Yours in Christ,
James

Church Register
The following have sadly passed away recently.
Please keep their families in your prayers:
Mrs May Kerr, Headrigg Gardens, on 19th March 2014.
Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) Turner, Headrigg Gardens, on 1st April.
Mr Edwin Strick, Barony Glebe, on 4th April.
Mr John Bond, Tarbert Avenue, on 20th April.
Mrs Jean McKay, Bowfield Road, on 20th April.
Mr David (Dave) West, Nethermiln Road, on 2nd May.
Mrs Eleanor McSeveny, Headrigg Gardens, on 11th May.
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Once again you have exceeded the previous total gathered in our
little boxes with your loose coins. Our previous total was £141.49
which included a £20 donation. This time we have £127.81 which I
have sent to Lynne Paterson along with a £25 cheque. Thank you
so much for all your efforts which are much appreciated.
After I sent our last donation, Lynn wrote, “We hugely value your
donation and will use it to help people break free from material and
spiritual poverty through the work of our Christian partners
throughout the world”.
She also writes about Julio Lopez who used to leave his house in
Matagalpa Nicaragua at 5am, only returning most days at 7pm,
seeing very little of his wife Anselma and their four sons. He was
landless and powerless as even his house was owned by his
employer. The New Jerusalem Land Bank (Banco Tierra Nuevo
Jerusalem) is a project run by Tearfund partner AMC (Accion
Medica Cristiana) in Matagalpa. They purchased enough land for
20 of the poorest families to start farms.
Julio’s family who is taking part in the project have now moved to a
new area, built their own small wooden house, and are working 9
acres of land. They are growing vegetables and coffee, and are
keeping chickens. Some produce is kept for eating, and as the
remainder is sold in the market they can afford to send their sons
to school. The family gives some money back to AMC each month,
gradually paying back their share of the land.
Lynne says that your donation will ensure that more families like
Julio’s receive the support they need to free them from poverty.

Thank you
Audrey Brown
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Session Matters
This is a bit like writing an episode for the film ‘Back to the Future’
as I’m writing about a meeting in April that you will read about in
June!
The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 8th April and we were glad to be
back ‘home’ in our own building. As Richard mentioned in the last
Church Matters the Session meetings are open to the Congregation
who are most welcome to come along and listen.
Our minister, James read from Luke 23 v.44-49. This was to lead
us up to Easter and Jesus’ death on the cross. This was followed
by a time of open prayer.
The meeting continued with small group discussions on a book we
have been studying called ‘Don’t Waste Your Life’. Chapter 3 is
entitled ‘Boasting only in the Cross’. We found this easier to read
than the last chapter but non-Christians might find it difficult. In the
eternal scheme of things - how do you live your life? We found it
quite hard hitting but moving. Everything is motivated by Christ.
We will continue with one more chapter in June.
Business : an extract minute from Presbytery states that the Manse
will need an ‘energy performance certificate’. Also information on
Presbytery dues and questionnaires was given.
Nigel Robb from CARTA thanked us for the Communion spoons
which will be presented to the Moderator and two spoons sent to
the USA.
Teams: People and Policy asked that we approve Henny Martin to
work with children, which we were delighted to do. We were also
reminded that that PVG (People in Vulnerable Groups) checks have
to be updated to ensure everyone is registered.
The Communication and Technology Team suggested that we
move Church Matters from a paper copy to an electronic form. It
was stressed that everyone who wants a paper copy will get one.
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To help with numbers there will be a questionnaire in this copy
(June /July/August) so please return this if you want to
continue receiving a paper copy. This suggestion will save
money, printing costs, paper, ink and time. Members of the
Congregation could be encouraged to read Church Matters on the
Church Website or email.
Concern was raised about the Prayer Diary. This could perhaps be
included in the Sunday Intimations.
Finance: The accounts have been approved by Presbytery and
have to be sent to OSCAR. Nan recorded our thanks to Angus
Dodds. She also said that the Congregation has been most
generous in buying chairs and a sum of £9,525 plus Gift Aid has
been raised. By June who knows what the sum will be? Chair
‘Certificates’ should have been distributed by then.
Presbytery Report: Last year in the Presbytery 29 people joined by
Confession of Faith, almost one third, 10 people, were from our
Church!
Margaret Cassidy from South Beach Residential Home is asking for
volunteers to help in a variety of ways.
New Members: We welcome Anna McDonald and Eleanor
McSeveny into our Church family.
How we assess ourselves: James will meet Elders individually.
Teams will assess if we are fulfilling our remits and procedures will
be reviewed.
Other business: A new entrance sign is required to direct people to
the main doors.
A request for pens was made to help fill in cards at funerals.
A Gardening Team will be set up hopefully to tackle the ‘jungle’ at
the side of the Church. In the meantime if we have any members of
the Congregation who like gardening and especially cutting grass
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Audrey Brown would love to hear from them. (By June hopefully
the ‘jungle’ has been tamed!)
Evening Services: The first Sunday in the month the Praise Band
go to Hayocks Community Centre to help with worship. James
would like to try a weekly Evening Service on the other Sundays for
a few months. More details in the Intimation Sheet.
Fundraising: Moira Mackinnon spoke on behalf of the Fundraising
team and put forward lots of interesting ideas:
Music and Video Night 10th June ‘a pop video for classical music’.
Flower and Fabric Festival 19th / 20th September in the Church,
involving the local community and ‘craft’ people.
Christmas Fair 15th November - plenty of time to get making and
baking!
West Kilbride Talent Show 6th December. A family evening with
choirs, dancers and talented school children among others.
In the new year a possibility of doing an Antiques Road Show at the
Seamill Hydro, possibly 15th March 2015, but Auction House still to
be decided.
Moira also showed us items which we can have printed for sale to
raise Church funds: a special pen which can be used on tablets and
smart phones; a tea towel with West Kilbride art work and a cotton
shopping bag with the Parish Church on it. All the items are
reasonably priced and would make nice gifts (also light weight to
send abroad!)
The Session agreed to purchase a number of these items, so look
out for them while stocks last!
The Fundraising Team was thanked for the effort being made in
these ventures which we hope the Congregation will fully support.
Another ‘Back to the Future’ moment and we hope the early service
on the 18th May and bus outing to the Heart and Soul Festival was
enjoyed by everyone.
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We trust that families had a great time at Messy Church on Sat. 26th
April and 31st May and look forward to our next one on Sat. 21st
June.
The Church also hosted FIREWALL, a youth event organised by
Urban Saints and Scripture Union. Earplugs would be required!
James was on holiday for a few days, followed by a visit from the
Presbytery Moderator.
We also hosted the Village Band and a Christian Aid event in May.
Sorry if this sounds like the minutes of the meeting but as you have
read there is a lot on in the Church Calendar. We are indeed
blessed to be part of all these activities. We hope everyone has
settled into our refurbished surroundings and trust that we have got
to grips with the new technology! (Remember this was written in
April.)
As mentioned in the last issue Psalm 127 – Unless the Lord builds
the house, those who build it labour in vain.
As Easter is now a distant memory may we count our blessings that
the Lord has guided us on our journey and reminds us every day
that He has sent His son to die that we might be forgiven.
I am reminded about what JOY means - Jesus first, Others next,
Yourself Last. May you have a joyful summer.

Evelyn McFarland
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Holiday Club is coming again!
For the past two years we have held the Summer Club in
the last week of the school term. This is a busy week for
many people, so this year we are going to hold it during the
school holidays.
The dates are 4 – 8th August, from 6.15 – 8 pm.
This is the week immediately after the
Commonwealth Games, which is very
appropriate as the theme, “Fit for a
King”, has been devised by Scripture
Union Scotland to tie in with the
Games!
We will be looking at the life of Jesus and what an amazing
King he is and as usual, there are plenty of other activities to
keep us on our toes – crafts, games and songs to name a
few!
As always, we value the support and prayers of the
congregation which are the foundation stone of what we do.
There will be some other ways in which we would like you to
help but we will announce these during the services in July.
Please pray for those making the detailed plans, for those
who will be leaders and helpers and for the publicity which
needs to go to the school before the summer holidays.

Alison Ward
Youth Team Leader
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Monthly Prayer Diary – June 2014
Sun 1st
Mon 2nd
Tue 3rd
Wed 4th
Thu 5th
Fri 6th
Sat 7th
Sun 8th
Mon 9th
Tue 10th
Wed 11th
Thu 12th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th
Sun 15th
Mon 16th
Tue 17th
Wed 18th
Thu 19th
Fri 20th

We give thanks for the spring flowers and for the
summer flowers to come
We pray for all in West Kilbride to come to know
Jesus
We give thanks for the Heart and Soul event in
Edinburgh last month
We pray for people with addictions – for full
healing and complete freedom
We pray for children who are treated badly
Christians in prison
All we know who are unwell
Give God a great big thank you!!
Pray for all the children in West Kilbride to come
to know Jesus as their Saviour
Recent world news – the missing plane in
Malaysia, The ferry disaster in Korea. The
kidnapped girls in Nigeria
We pray for all who are now living in our local
Care Homes
We pray for the homeless
People who are missing from their families
More tigers! We pray for the safety of animals
that face extinction
Lord, please unite divided families
We pray for health issues within our families
We pray for children all over the world less
fortunate than we are
People we know who are having treatment for
Cancer
Members of our families to receive the Lord as
their Saviour
Friends who do not yet know Jesus
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Sat 21st

The Church worldwide

Sun 22nd

All we know who are at home and no longer able
to come out to Church
Peace in the World
The situation in Ukraine and the surrounding
areas
Health and happiness for all
May the troubled find the still small voice of calm
We pray for pupils and teachers starting their
school holidays
We give thanks that Messy Church has gone so
well and pray for continued growth and great
times of fun and fellowship

Mon 23rd
Tue 24th
Wed 25th
Thu 26th
Fri 27th
Sat 28th

Sun 29th
Mon 30th

God always be with me
We pray for all the children in Syria

Monthly Prayer Diary – July 2014
Tue 1st
Wed 2nd
Thu 3rd
Fri 4th
Sat 5th

We pray for homeless and war torn children
Clean water for everyone
We pray for all who are facing surgery
We pray for our families living abroad
We pray for all the animals to have a home

Sun 6th

Our Church, our Minister and all our Church
Family
Shopkeepers in West Kilbride
People in England still dealing with the aftermath
of the winter floods
We pray for good weather and for us all to be
able to enjoy the summer
Families who are having a difficult time
We remember all who are in hospital

Mon 7th
Tue 8th
Wed 9th
Thu 10th
Fri 11th
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Sat 12th

We pray for all who are sad within our Church
Family

Sun 13th
Mon 14th

We give thanks for God’s great love for us
People who are working on rigs around the
country and seamen at sea
The Philippines
We pray for our families, our children and
grandchildren
God’s guidance for all who are facing change
Pray for healing
The Peace of Shalom

Tue 15th
Wed 16th
Thu 17th
Fri 18th
Sat 19th
Sun 20th

Fri 25th
Sat 26th

We give thanks for the work undertaken in our
Church
Families in our church and our community
A healthy future
We pray for the Commonwealth Games
We pray for Christian outreach during the
Games, especially remembering churches
participating in ‘More Than Gold’
The poor and hungry in the world
We remember the recent events in Crimea

Sun 27th
Mon 28th
Tue 29th
Wed 30th
Thu 31st

Help us Lord, to be a Church that shines for You
Lord, please watch over our family and friends
We pray for all who are sick or lonely
We pray for Salvation for our families
Peace in Syria

Mon 21st
Tue 22nd
Wed 23rd
Thu 24th
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Monthly Prayer Diary – August 2014
Fri 1st
Sat 2nd
Sun 3rd
Mon 4th

Tue 5th
Wed 6th
Thu 7th
Fri 8th
Sat 9th
Sun 10th
Mon 11th
Tue 12th
Wed 13th
Thu 14th
Fri 15th
Sat 16th
Sun 17th
Mon 18th

Tue 19th
Wed 20th

We pray for elderly people who are no longer
able to care for themselves
We ask for more Youth Leaders for our
youthwork
We pray for James our Minister, Anna and John
We pray for missionaries and remember Helen
Scott as she prepares to leave her work in
Malawi. We pray for her replacement and pray
for all who will miss Helen
We pray for Sudan and Syria
Truth and Justice in the world
Thank You Jesus for Your voice
May we give You the time to speak, Jesus
Peace in Russia and Crimea and Ukraine
Our witness in West Kilbride
We pray for farmers in the South of England.
We remember also our own farming community
We pray for all who we know who are in hospital
Families who need protection and hope – circle
them Lord
We pray for our new Church building
For all in need
Peace
Youthwork in our church
Children starting school, pupils returning to
school, those who have left school and for the
teachers and staff. We give thanks for our local
schools
We pray for children to make the right choices at
school
We pray for all who suffer with depression
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Thu 21st
Fri 22nd
Sat 23rd
Sun 24th
Mon 25th
Tue 26th
Wed 27th
Thu 28th
Fri 29th
Sat 30th

Sun 31st

All we know who are unwell
All we know who are attending hospital or having
treatment
Sick children in Yorkhill Hospital
As we enter into a new Church year, we pray in
this new season, for our faith to grow,
individually and as a Church Family
We pray for all who feel the pain of bereavement
The Church of Scotland and the Church in
Scotland
We pray for Afghanistan and The Middle East
For all who are struggling with addiction and the
impact it has on family life
We pray for our brothers and sisters in
St Brides Church
Our friends in YWAM. We give thanks for the
many prayers spoken over West Kilbride by the
folk from Youth With A Mission
“Will You not revive us again, that Your people
may rejoice in You?” Ps 85 v 6
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Prayers
Many of you will remember the last Family Service held in
the Village Hall before we went back into the refurbished
Church. The focus for the service was Prayer. The children
handed out slips of coloured paper and we were each asked
to write out a prayer. The paper was gathered in and
colourful paper chains were made.
“What to do with them?”, I wondered. They were far too
precious to be discarded. So after much thought they are –
at the time of writing – decorating the new Prayer Room.
They are an encouragement to show that YES, we are a
praying Church. We can all pray.
I felt very privileged to read the prayers and it felt right to
use them for the summer prayer diaries. I do hope this will
not be a cause of upset for anyone. As you will see, anyone
who was prayed for personally has not been named. You
know who you were praying for and so does God. I hope,
like me you find that they have brought a refreshing change
to the monthly selection of prayers.
Thank you to those who have told me that you do use the
prayer diaries. Prayer is the Power House of the Church.
Please can I encourage you to join in one of our prayer
gatherings at the church. The monthly Prayer Breakfast has
a good time of fellowship over breakfast, before a time for
prayer for our own church and the Church locally and
nationally.
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At the Women Who Pray meetings on Tuesday mornings
we feel a real bond of love between us as we meet to pray
for the concerns that God has laid on our hearts. There is
also the Wednesday Church Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting. There, we often pray for current events in the
news, the Church and people known to us who are unwell or
in a special time of need. It would be such an
encouragement to James our Minister, to see more people
join in the prayer meetings. We give thanks that James is
such a man of prayer and it is a privilege to hold James,
Anna and John before God in our prayers.
Please also note that on the first Tuesday of each month,
the Women Who Pray meeting is a special time to pray
specifically for our village. We are hoping that women who
live in the village and worship at other local churches will
join with us. Our first of these meetings in May was very
encouraging. The focus for our meeting on 3rd June will be
‘healing from brokenness’. Praying ladies - you will be
made most welcome, and if you have any friends or
neighbours that you think may like to join us please bring
them along. Prayer changes things we believe, and so the
more prayer the better
Lynne Seal
Prayer co-ordinator
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Diary Dates for June 2014
1 Jun 10:30 AM
1 Jun 2:00 PM
1 Jun 6:00 PM
3 Jun 9:30 AM
3 Jun 10:00 AM
3 Jun 7:30 PM
4 Jun 10:00 AM
7 Jun 8:30 AM
8 Jun 10:30 AM
8 Jun 6:00 PM
8 Jun 7:30 PM
10 Jun
9:30 AM
10 Jun 10:00 AM
11 Jun
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Afternoon Service Headrigg Gardens
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Kirk Session Meeting – Small Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
Prayer Breakfast in the Prayer Room
Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room

15 Jun10:30 AMMorning Service And Sunday School
15 Jun
6:00 PM
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
15 Jun
7:30 PM
Evening Service
17 Jun
9:30 AM
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
17 Jun 10:00 AM
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
21 Jun
4:00 PM
Messy Church in WKPC
22 Jun10:30 AMFamily Service – Junior Church Prizegiving
22 Jun
6:00 PM
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
22 Jun
7:30 PM
Evening Service
24 Jun
9:30 AM
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
24 Jun 10:00 AM
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
25 Jun
7:15 PM
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room
29 Jun10:30 AMMorning Service And Summer Group
29 Jun
7:30 PM
Evening Service
There are four house groups each meeting fortnightly as follows:
4 June
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
4 June
2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
4 June
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
4 June
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
18 June 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
18 June 2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
18 June 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
18 June 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
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Diary Dates for July 2014
1 Jul 9:30 AM
1 Jul 10:00 AM
5 Jul 08:30 AM

Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Prayer Breakfast in the Prayer Room

6 Jul 10:30 AM
6 Jul 2:00 PM
8 Jul 9:30 AM
8 Jul 10:00 AM
9 Jul 7:15 PM

Morning Service And Summer Group
Afternoon Service Headrigg Gardens
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room

13 Jul 10:30 AM
13 Jul 7:30 PM
15 Jul 9:30 AM
15 Jul 10:00 AM
20 Jul 10:30 AM
22 Jul 9:30 AM
22 Jul 10:00 AM
23 Jul 7:15 PM
27 Jul 10:30 AM
27 Jul 7:30 PM
29 Jul 9:30 AM
29 Jul 10:00 AM
30 Jul 10:00 AM
30 Jul 7:15 PM

Morning Service And Summer Group
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Morning Service And Summer Group
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room
Morning Service And Summer Group
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
Joint CBS and WHG in the Prayer Room

There are four house groups each meeting fortnightly as follows:
2 July
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
2 July
2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
2 July
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
2 July
7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
16 July 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
16 July 2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
16 July 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
16 July 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
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Diary Dates for August 2014
2 Aug 08:30 AM
3 Aug 10:30 AM
3 Aug 2:00 PM
4 Aug 5:30 PM
5 Aug 10:00 AM
5 Aug 9:30 AM
5 Aug 5:30 PM
6 Aug 5:30 PM
7 Aug 5:30 PM
8 Aug 5:30 PM

Prayer Breakfast in the Prayer Room
Morning Service And Summer Group
Afternoon Service Headrigg Gardens
Holiday Club – WKPC
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Holiday Club – WKPC
Holiday Club – WKPC
Holiday Club – WKPC
Holiday Club – WKPC

10 Aug
10 Aug
12 Aug
12 Aug
12 Aug
13 Aug

10:30 AM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Summer Group
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Kirk Session Meeting – Small Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room

17 Aug
17 Aug
19 Aug
19 Aug

10:30 AM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

Morning Service And Summer Group
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall

24 Aug
24 Aug
26 Aug
26 Aug
27 Aug
27 Aug

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room

31 Aug 10:30 AM
31 Aug 6:00 PM
31 Aug 7:30 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service

There are four house groups each meeting fortnightly as follows:
6 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
6 August 2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
6 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
6 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
20 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
20 August 2:30 PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
20 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
20 August 7:15 PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
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Helen Scot
Helen has been our Mission Partner for many years, first at
St. Andrew's and then at West Kilbride Parish Church. She
has visited us each time she has been home on holiday and
we have supported her in prayer and sometimes financially.
Helen visited us in January this year while on leave. She
came to an extended afternoon house-group and also spoke
to the Church Bible Study and Prayer Group about her
varied work in Malawi. At Ekwendeni she is science teacher
and deputy head of the secondary school, and also a church
elder and pastoral worker. We realize that she will be
greatly missed there.
The Guild has supported Helen in prayer and financially for
many years, and her letters home have been widely read
through the church magazine. Those of us who know her
well have come to value the special Christian lady that she
is and we hope that during her time here at home she will
find opportunities to share her many gifts and Christian
experience. Please continue to pray for Helen.
Eileen Hinde
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Finance Report
What an achievement!
This time last year going on in faith, we as a Church
embarked on the refurbishment of the Sanctuary and Lower
Halls.
The work is almost completed, with the main contractor
keeping close to estimate despite changes to the
specification by ourselves, and the repairs required which
were only discovered when the work commenced.
At the beginning of the year when the budget for 2014 was
approved, it appeared that we would have a shortfall. With
the generosity of those who gave donations for chairs, sale
of Communion ware, spoon and tokens, donations from
members of the congregation (from the box of small change
to generous cheques), ongoing payment of pledges, not
forgetting general fund raising, the shortfall has been met.
In addition, we received grant from Listed Places of
Worship, which means we have not had to draw down all
the funds held in the Fabric Capital Account.
There are still areas to be tackled, but with the ongoing fund
raising and gift aid due for the first four months of the year,
and hopefully further grant from the Listed Places of
Worship we should be able to pay for the further work
without drawing down all the funds held in reserve for capital
expenditure.
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Church Flowers
I would like to thank all those who continued to donate
flowers during our time in the Village Hall despite the fact
that the flower calendar was not available. Now that we are
back in our beautifully refurbished building the calendar is
available once again and at present it is on the table in the
lower hall until we find a home for it. If you wish to donate
the flowers on a particular Sunday - perhaps to mark a
special date - please write your name on that date on the
calendar. A big “thank you” also to all those in the flower
team who provided baskets of daffodils and spring flowers
to decorate the Church on Easter Sunday and to those
members of the congregation who helped deliver them to
the elderly and housebound afterwards. They are always
much appreciated.
Moira Mackinnon

Fund Raising Team
Money from the General Fund helped meet the
refurbishment costs and so the fund-raising team is busy
organising some special events to replace this money and
to meet extra expenses.
The first of these events is a music and film evening on
TUESDAY JUNE 10th at 7p.m. in the Sanctuary when
Rosemary and Bill Fitch’s niece, Jennifer Barker, a
professor of music in the U.S.A. and her husband, John
Palmer, an award winning photographer, will be giving a
presentation on their music videos during their short visit to
Scotland. Jennifer’s music is classical with Celtic influences
and she says that it should not only be pop or country music
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that can have fun! They have been invited to give
presentations in America, Australia, Hong Kong, Singapore
and New Zealand so come along and enjoy a unique
evening. Look out for the posters! Tickets costing £5 are
available from Anna McNay, Moira Mackinnon and the
Church.
Among other exciting events planned are a Flower and
Fabric Festival on September 19 and 20th; a Christmas Fair
on November 16th and a concert in early December. We
also hope to have an Antiques Roadshow next spring.
Watch this space, as they say!! From next month we will
also be selling Church memorabilia - teatowels, cotton bags
and pens. Just the thing for that extra small gift!
Moira Mackinnon

Thanks
May Paton would like to thank everyone for the lovely cards
and flowers she has received after her recent fall and then
surgery on her hip. I am glad to say all is going quite well
and I hope it won't be too long before I am back with you all
again. I have enjoyed everyone’s visits to catch up with all
that's going on and also the nice visits and prayers from
James.
God Bless.
May
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PERSONAL COMMUNICATION DATA
AND CHURCH MATTERS.
It is essential that The Church updates our communication data.
This includes for the first time your email address if you have one. I
would be very grateful if you could spend a few moments to
complete the form OVERLEAF and hand it in to the church office
directly or via the mail box which is situated at the external door to
the Bill Penny Hall or alternatively post it, by Sunday 3rd August.
It is proposed that the Church Magazine, “Church Matters” be
distributed by being posted on the West Kilbride Parish Church web
site. From there it can be read, downloaded, or printed in full or in
part. This will cut church costs significantly. However it is
recognised that some members would still prefer a printed copy
delivered as previously. May I emphasize that this will still be
available.
However if you wish to continue to have a printed edition of
“Church Matters” delivered, PLEASE TICK THE BOX BELOW AND
SIGN AND DATE IT.
Richard de Courcy (Communications and Technology Team)

I WISH TO CONTINUE TO RECIEVE A
PRINTED “CHURCH MATTERS”
Signature
Date
Print Name

PLEASE NOW TURN OVERLEAF AND COMPLETE
YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS
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West Kilbride Parish Church of Scotland
Main Street, West Kilbride, KA23 9AW
Tel : 01294 829902
E-mail : office@westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk

Minister : Rev. James McNay
Overton Manse, Goldenberry Avenue,
West Kilbride, KA23 9LJ
Tel : 01294 823186
E-mail : jjmcnay@gmail.com
Session Clerk : Miss Carol Fulton
E-mail : cafulton@nildram.co.uk

Data Protection Act Consent Form
The purpose of the Data Protection Act 1998 is to ensure that any personal data an organisation holds about
an individual is stored and used in an appropriate way. West Kilbride Parish Church (Registered Scottish
Charity SCO13464) strives to comply fully with data protection law. The Presbytery of Ardrossan is
registered as a Data Controller with with the Information Commissioner and strives to comply fully with data
protection law.
West Kilbride Parish Church is committed to protecting your privacy and safeguarding your personal data.
We shall use the information you have provided us with for communication and related church matters and
will only keep the data for as long as is necessary.
If you agree to the information being used in this way then please complete and sign the form below. If you
have any queries, please alert the Church Office as soon as possible.
[Note : The Information Commissioner’s website provides in-depth information regarding requirements of the
Data Protection Act at http://www.ico.gov.uk ]

Name

Address

Home phone
Mobile phone
e-mail address
I consent to the details provided above being held by West Kilbride Parish Church for the purposes
of communication and church related matters.
Signed
Date
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