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I would appreciate articles for the next issue of Church
Matters to be emailed to me at brian.murray100
@btinternet.com (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE) by 18th March or,
if you do not have access to email, to be handed in to Ruth
in the church office by 16th March.
Deirdre Murray, Editor.
Minister: Rev. James McNay
Tel:01294 823186 Email:jjmcnay@gmail.com
Session Clerk: Miss Carol Fulton
Church Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9.30am to 12.30pm
Tel: 01294 829902
Email: office@westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk
Web:www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk
Registered Scottish Charity SCO13464
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Minister's Letter
Lessons from Joshua
I often wonder how Joshua must have felt on the verge of the River
Jordan with thousands of Israelites with him. Moses had died - the great
leader who had talked with God and who God had used to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt.
And now God had told Joshua to lead the Israelites into the Promised
Land - into Canaan. They had already shrunk back once - so it must
have been with trepidation that Joshua stood at the Jordan.
In Joshua chapter 1, God tells Joshua three times to 'Be strong and
courageous', because he obviously knew that this was exactly how
Joshua was not feeling. And God assured Joshua that if he followed the
commands given to Moses, that all would be well.
Sometimes in our own life, we feel a bit like Joshua on the verge of the
River Jordan. We are filled with trepidation. We face a task that seems
enormous and we are not sure if we are able to do what God is calling
us to do - indeed we feel we aren't even qualified for the task. But if you
feel that way - then it is most likely God is calling you! For God's power
is made perfect in weakness. Maybe God is saying to you to 'Be strong
and courageous' in whatever faces you.
As well as feeling like Joshua as individual Christians, maybe we also
can feel like that as a church. It is true that at this present time the
Church of Scotland is facing difficulty in many areas - financially,
spiritually and with a lack of ministry resources. And locally in West
Kilbride, perhaps we feel like Joshua - not only with what is happening in
the national church, but also with what we do as a church locally. Many
of the things that we are doing, such as our church building
refurbishment for example, we do by faith trusting in God.
Maybe now, more than ever, it is a time to 'be strong and courageous'
within the church, to seek after God and to boldly walk towards the
Promised Land trusting in His purposes.
If God is with us, surely He will give us success.
Yours in Christ,
James
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Editorial
Here we are at the beginning of 2012 and I don’t know
about you, but I look at the year gone by with thanksgiving
and at the year ahead with anticipation of what God has in
store for us. I look at my calendar for February and it is
filling up fast with all sorts of good things, including a visit
from my son who is just back from Afghanistan. This has
made me think again that family time is so precious and we
should cherish every occasion we are together.
In February we have our Church Conference and the Alpha
Marriage Course starts. More about these on pages 5 and
9. I would recommend them to you so please read about
them and determine to come to the conference. If you are
married and want to strengthen your marriage, come along
to the Marriage Course and recommend it to others, too.
I would like to say a huge “Thank you” to all who gave gifts
for our Christmas Gift Service. I was delighted with the
generous response from our Church family. This year they
were distributed to the local Social Services Children and
Families Team and Women’s Aid. This is the first time we
have given to Women’s Aid and I was very surprised to find
out that there were 24 women, 19 boys aged from 12
months to 15 years, and 18 girls, ages from 3 months to 15
years, in the refuge and it was full. Thank you letters from
both organisations are on page 11.
Please feel free to contribute to the next issue of the
magazine. It is only as interesting if we continue to receive
articles and letters.
Deirdre Murray
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Church Conference
Our Church Conference this year will be held from Friday 24th until
Sunday 26th February. We are delighted to have Rev Jim Stewart,
minister of Letham St. Mark's Church in Perth, with us. Jim was at
one time the Evangelist for the Church of Scotland.
The theme will be 'Building on the Foundations'. The conference
schedule will be as follows:
Friday 24th February - 7.30pm
Saturday 25th February - 12 noon
Sunday 26th February - 10.30am (Morning Worship) and 6.30pm
(Praise night with 'Sons of Thunder'.
Please do come along and support this event. Often we find that it
is at special times such as this that we find our faith strengthened
and we find encouragement. Visitors are also more than welcome!
Pledge Day
During our church conference on Saturday 25th February, we will
be having a pledge day for our Church Building Refurbishment
Project. If you would like to give money or pledge money over a
period for the improvement of the Church building in line with our
vision statement and in thankfulness to God then the opportunity
will be available. Please keep an eye in the intimation sheet for
more details.
Website
Our church website has the latest intimation sheet, Church Matters,
Sermon downloads and more and is a great way of keeping up with
what is happening in the church. It also includes photos from our 'C
in the Park' service from last year.
We had over 8000 'hits' last year on our website. If you haven't had
a look yet, go to www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk and have a
browse!
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Diary Dates for February 2012
1 Feb,
5 Feb,
5 Feb,
5 Feb,
6 Feb,
7 Feb,
7 Feb,
7 Feb,
8 Feb,
8 Feb,
12 Feb,
12 Feb,
12 Feb,
13 Feb,
14 Feb,
14 Feb,
14 Feb,
15 Feb,
15 Feb,
19 Feb,
19 Feb,
20 Feb,
21 Feb,
21 Feb,
21 Feb,
22 Feb,
22 Feb,
24 Feb,
25 Feb,
26 Feb,
26 Feb,
26 Feb,
26 Feb,
27 Feb,
28 Feb,
28 Feb,
28 Feb,
29 Feb,
29 Feb,

07:15 PM,
10:30 AM,
02:00 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
02:30 PM,
Meals”
10:00 AM,
07:15 PM,
10:30 AM,
06:30 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
02:30 PM,

Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
Communion Service and Sunday School
Communion Service Headrigg Gardens
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall. Mrs M McBride – “Mary’s

Vestry Hour
Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
Church Service and Sunday School
Evening Service
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
Guild Project – Inter Faith Support
10:00 AM, Vestry Hour
07:15 PM, Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
10:30 AM, Church Service and Sunday School
07:30 PM, Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
07:15 PM, Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
09:30 AM, Women Who Pray
10:00 AM, Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
02:30 PM, Guild meeting – Lower Hall. 'Favourite Memories'
10:00 AM, Vestry Hour
07:15 PM, Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
07:30 PM, Church Conference. WKPC
12:00 PM, Church Conference. WKPC
10:30 AM/06.30 PMPM Church Conference. WKPC
10:30 AM, Church Service and Sunday School
06:30 PM, Evening Service
07:30 PM, Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
07:15 PM, Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
09:30 AM, Women Who Pray
10:00 AM, Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
02:30 PM, Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
E Rhodes – Slide Show Coastal Norway
10:00 AM, Vestry Hour
07:15 PM, Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
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Diary Dates for March 2012
2 Mar,
4 Mar,
4 Mar,
4 Mar,
5 Mar,
6 Mar,
6 Mar,
6 Mar,

02:00 PM,
10:30 AM,
02:00 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
02:30 PM,

7 Mar,
7 Mar,
11 Mar,
11 Mar,
11 Mar,
12 Mar,
13 Mar,
13 Mar,
13 Mar,

10:00 AM,
07:15 PM,
10:30 AM,
06:30 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
02:30 PM,

14 Mar,
14 Mar,
18 Mar,
18 Mar,
18 Mar,
19 Mar,
20 Mar,
20 Mar,
20 Mar,

10:00 AM,
07:15 PM,
10:30 AM,
11:45 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
02:30 PM,

21 Mar,
21 Mar,
25 Mar,
25 Mar,
25 Mar,
26 Mar,
27 Mar,
27 Mar,
27 Mar,

10:00 AM,
07:15 PM,
10:30 AM,
06:30 PM,
07:30 PM,
07:15 PM,
09:30 AM,
10:00 AM,
01:30 PM,

28 Mar,
28 Mar,

10:00 AM,
07:15 PM,

Guild – World day of Prayer, WKPC
Church Service and Sunday School
Afternoon Service Headrigg Gardens
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
Guild topic – Thanking God for His Creation
Vestry Hour
Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
Church Service and Sunday School
Evening Service
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
Trish Laird – “Surprises on the Road of Life”
Vestry Hour
Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
Church Service and Sunday School
Annual Meeting (After Morning Service)
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
AGM and “Bring & Buy” for Erskine Hospital
Vestry Hour
Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
Church Service and Sunday School
Evening Service
Youth fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Men’s fellowship - Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray
Rendezvous - Bill Penny Hall
Guild meeting – Lower Hall.
Closing Lunch
Vestry Hour
Prayer meeting/Bible study (8pm)
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Deaths
Morag Shedden - 32 Nethermiln Road - Died 3rd October 2011
Betty Johnston - 'Torwood' 10 Orchard Street - Died 4th October 2011
Agnes Robertson - North Drummilling Farm, latterly Three Towns Care
Home - Died 4th October 2011
Helen Howie - Orchard Street, latterly Abbotsford Nursing Home - Died 12th
October 2011
Minh Banks - 'Braefoot', Yerton Brae - Died 2nd November 2011
Norma Williamson - 2 The Courtyard, Crosbie Mains - Died 4th November
2011
Stewart Cardwell - 15 Avondale Road - Died 6th November 2011
Betty McLellan - 25 Kirkton Avenue - Died 9th November 2011
Jim Menzies - 18 Castleview Drive - Died 19th November 2011
Ella Grieve - Fairlie, latterly Hutton Park, Largs - Died 29th December 2011
Robert Lamb - 44 Stairlie Crescent - Died 30th December 2011
Alistair Norval - 5 Drummilling Avenue - Died 11th January 2012
Arnold Collins - 65 Meadowfoot Road, latterly South Beach House - Died
14th January 2012
Hazel Watters - 'Lisheen', The Orchard, - Died 20th January 2012
Please remember family and friends in your prayers.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS
We wish a happy 65th birthday on 8th February to John McPhee, a
former member of St Andrew’s Church and GP here in West
Kilbride. John has now retired and he and Heather have moved to
Broxburn to be nearer their family. They keep in touch with many
people here and visit when they can.
Happy birthday, too, to Andrew Donaldson who will be 21 on the
10th February. Andrew is in his final year at Loughbourgh University
and just about to sit his final exams.
Also celebrating her 21st birthday on 23rd February is Niriana
Murray. Niriana is working in Aberdeen at present. We also wish her
a happy birthday.
Many blessings to all who have a birthday or anniversary in
February or March.
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The Alpha Marriage Course.
What is it?
It is a course for any married or cohabiting couple, whether they’ve been
together for one year or sixty one years, whether they have a good
relationship or are struggling. The practical tools of the course are
applicable to everyone.
What is the format?
The course is made up of one session each week for seven weeks. Each
session starts with a meal, with each couple at their own table, as this gives
guests a chance to talk to each other in a romantic setting. There are NO
GROUP DISCUSSIONS. After the meal guests are shown a DVD and
during each session there are breaks in the talks to give the couples an
opportunity to discuss some of the issues that have been raised. Couples
are spread far enough apart, and background music is played, to ensure
their discussions are not overheard.
Guest Manuals are available for each participant at a cost of £2.00 each.
When does it start and where?
The course starts on Tuesday 21st February at 7.00 pm. It will be held in
the Lower Hall of West Kilbride Parish Church.
Who can attend?
The course is open to anyone, whether Christian or not.
How can you register?
You can contact Brian and Deirdre Murray, who will be leading the course,
by telephone (822272) or email brian.murray100@btinternet.com or by
contacting the church office.

Astronaut Michael Collins, speaking at a banquet,
quoted the estimate that the average man speaks
25,000 words a day and the average woman 30,000.
Then he added, “Unfortunately, when I come home
each day I’ve spoken my 25,000 words – and my wife
hasn’t started her 30,000.”
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THE GUILD
In the run up to Christmas the Guild had of varied series of meetings. We
always open with a time of worship led by one of our team of leaders and
then have either an ‘in house’ afternoon with members taking part, or an
invited speaker.
On November 22nd we had a visit from Mrs Maggie Broadley, our Craft Town
Scotland creative executive. Maggie, herself a ceramic artist, has worked
hard over the years with many enthusiastic volunteers to improve the village
in a variety of ways, culminating in the Barony Project opening this month.
The Men’s Fellowship were our guests and all of us found Maggie’s talk
informative and interesting.
Some of the Men’s Fellowship members joined us again the following week
when Gillian Smart who works for the Wildlife Trust in Ayrshire told us about
the various conservation projects in our area which she helps to manage.
Some of them are quite hidden while others are open to the public. Gillian
illustrated her talk with slides and we learned a lot about the variety of wild life
– flora and fauna – which the Trust encourages and protects.
Mrs Gail Montgomery, on a different note again, spoke to us on December 6th
about the work she does with a group of Christian friends, sharing the gospel
with people outside the church in a gentle, unthreatening way. ‘Life and
Light’ was the title of her talk.
At our final meeting in 2011 we gave away some of our funds – to our church
here, to Geilsland School, Beith, which is run by Crossreach (the social work
arm of the Church of Scotland), and to the National Guild AIDS project. This
was followed by a Christmas Service of Carols and Readings and some
Christmas fare.
Opening the New Year on January 10th our speaker was one of our own
members, Mrs Jean Copeland, who entertained a very well attended meeting
with accounts of her teaching experience in various schools in England and
Scotland. Her talk was interesting and often amusing and illustrated very well
the way our education system has changed over the years.
We think we are a friendly group and we would welcome anyone who would
like to join us in the Lower Hall on Tuesday afternoons at 2.30p.m.
Eileen Hinde
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Please accept our thanks for your generous donation of toys for
the Children & Young People of North Ayrshire Women’s Aid.
We are very grateful of your continued support as this helps
towards making their Christmas more enjoyable at this difficult
time of the year.
All the toys were distributed to families prior to Christmas, and
received with thanks.
Your donation also allows us to continue our work with all
Women, Children & Young People who have or are currently
experiencing Domestic Abuse.
Your support is invaluable to us and we appreciate your
consideration towards us.
Yours Sincerely
Louise Gallagher
Administrator (On behalf of North Ayrshire Women’s Aid)

To everyone at West Kilbride Parish Church
Everyone at Ardrossan Social Services would like to express our
heart felt thanks for the very kind and generous Christmas
Present donations from the people at West Kilbride Parish
Church.
This very Christian act helped bring happiness to a significant
number of children in the area ,who might otherwise had a much
more limited visit from Santa Claus.
Once again thank you all very much and I know that the families
benefiting from your kindness, appreciated it greatly.
Colin Turbett
Team Manager
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Monthly Prayer Diary February 2012
Wed 1st

God’s leading and guidance for all the plans being made for the
future life and work of the Church in West Kilbride

Thu 2nd

The Ardrossan Presbytery, and local congregations facing change

Fri 3rd

Our Minister, James, Anna his wife and their son John

Sat 4th

The Persecuted Church and all who are in prison because of their
faith in Jesus Christ.

Sun 5th

We give thanks that we can attend our Church services in
freedom

Mon 6th

We pray for the residents living in Crosbie Towers and Avondale
Road

Tue 7th

Our local Schools. We think especially of the pupils who have
recently had Prelim exams and are now preparing for their
Standard and Higher Grade exams

Wed 8th

We pray for the people of North Korea and for their new leader
Kim Jong Un. Pray that God would unlock this nation

Thu 9th

We pray for The Middle East, especially the people of Syria, Libya
and Egypt

Fri 10th

Human Trafficking. People bought and sold into slavery

Sat 11th

We remember our Servicemen and women serving in
Afghanistan. We pray for their protection. We pray too for the
innocent victims of war

Sun 12th The frail elderly and all who are unwell who would dearly love
to join with us in church on Sundays but are unable to so.
We pray for the nearness of God wherever they are
Mon 13th We pray for the residents living in Barony Glebe and Bellard Road
Tue 14th

Lord help us to radiate Your love to everyone we meet

Wed 15th We pray for all we know who have been called to serve God in
different lands and remember especially Helen Scott in Malawi
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Thu 16th

All we know who are unwell, those undergoing treatment or
awaiting test results. We pray also for those close who care for
them

Fri 17th

Our GP Surgery, local hospitals and Care Homes. We pray for all
who work in health care, for their physical and emotional strength

Sat 18th

Lord, we pray for all who are bereaved, please comfort them

Sun 19th We pray for people who feel unworthy even to enter a church.
May they come to know that God loves them and that All
churches are made up of imperfect people saved by Grace
Mon 20th We pray for the residents of Bellard Walk and Blackshaw Drive
Tue 21st

The Rendezvous Café. We pray for good times of fellowship. We
give thanks for the ladies who serve there.

Wed 22nd ‘Count Your Blessings’ If we are considering giving up something
for Lent, Lord help us to remember that for many people in the
world, fasting is a luxury
Thu 23rd

We pray for people struggling with debt or the fear of
unemployment. We remember too that many young people,
qualified and unqualified, have still to find their first job

Fri 24th

We pray for all who are struggling with addiction. Lord please be
their strength in times of weakness

Sat 25th

We pray protection over our village against violence and crime

Sun 26th We pray for all who once were a part of our Church Family.
Where there has been hurt Lord we pray for Your healing
touch. Help us to care for one another as You would have us
do
Mon 27th The residents living in Bowfield Road and Burnside Place
Tue 28th

We pray for all who attend Crèche, Treasure Seekers, Junior
Church and YF, Rainbows Brownies, Guides, Anchor Boys and
BBs. We pray that the leaders may be encouraged

Wed 29th ‘Count Your Blessings’ Without education people remain ignorant
of their rights. Without the ability to read or write or do basic
maths, people can be exploited
13

Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2012
Thu 1st
Fri 2nd
Sat 3rd

Carol and Graeme our Session Clerks, and all our Elders
The World Day of Prayer
Our Minister James, Anna and John

Sun 4th

We rest on Thee, our shield and our defender! We go
not forth alone against the foe; strong in Thy strength,
safe in Thy keeping tender, we rest on Thee and in Thy
name we go.
The residents living in Caldwell Road and Carlung Place
The ladies in the Guild and the men in the Men’s Fellowship. We
pray that others may consider joining them to enjoy their company
and take part in their activities
‘Count Your Blessings’ Poverty and lack of power often force
women around the world into sex work which also puts them at
risk of contracting HIV
All who are sad or lonely or feel in despair. Lord we ask for the
reassurance of Your love for them
The Church of Scotland and the Church in Scotland
The Persecuted Church and organisations who seek to support all
who suffer for their faith in the Lord Jesus

Mon 5th
Tue 6th
Wed 7th
Thu 8th
Fri 9th
Sat 10th

Sun 11th Jesus is our righteousness, our sure foundation, our Prince
of glory and our King of love. We praise Your Name
Mon 12th The residents living in Castle Drive and Castle View
Tue 13th All we know who are unwell and all who are close and who care
for them
Wed 14th ‘Count Your Blessings’ As Mothering Sunday approaches, Lord,
open our eyes to see what it costs to be a mother in many parts of
the world. For example a mother in draught stricken Malawi,
walking or cycling four hours a day to take her baby to a feeding
centre
Thu 15th We pray for Scripture Union groups within our local schools, for
Christian fellowship, fun and support
Fri 16th
Our brothers and sisters who attend St Brides
Sat 17th Our Church Family. We give thanks for the many gifts and talents
You have given us and we pray to use them for Your glory and the
furtherance of Your Kingdom
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Sun 18th We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling, and needing
more each day Thy grace to know. We rest on Thee and in
Thy name we go
Mon 19th The residents living in Chapleton lane and Chapleton Road
Tue 20th You have promised to comfort all who mourn and He who has
promised is faithful
Wed 21st ‘Count your Blessings’ People around the world are being
displaced by brutal conflict and other factors such as natural
disaster, unemployment and climate change
Thu 22nd Troubled areas of the world. We pray for Peacemakers and
Peacekeepers
Fri 23rd
The young people who attend our Sunday Services and the
organisations held throughout the week. We pray too for every
family represented
Sat 24th MPs, MSPs and all who are in authority over us
Sun 25th We rest on Thee, our shield and our defender! Thine is the
battle, Thine shall be the praise;
Mon 26th The residents living in Coldstream and Corse Street
Tue 27th We remember Helen Scott in Malawi and pray for the school in
Ekwendeni. We pray for all who have been called to serve God in
other parts of the world
Wed 28th ‘Count Your Blessings’ When we see images or read stories of
how divided the world is, it can be tempting to despair. Will we
stand on the side of life for all or luxury for the privileged few?
Thu 29th We pray blessing on our local businesses as they have been
preparing for the spring and summer seasons. We pray that they
will prosper for the sake of the whole community
Fri 30th
We remember the work of Charities and Aid Agencies and pray
for the financial support they need
Sat 31st Protection over our village against violence and crime
“And when we cried to the Lord, He heard our voice” Numbers
20 v 16
‘Count Your Blessings’ have been taken from Christian Aid weekly
reflections for Lent
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Pray For Your Pastor
‘Pray…that …words may be given me’ Ephesians 6 v
19
Paul wrote to the believers in Ephesus: ‘Pray…that
whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me…that I
will fearlessly make, known…the gospel.’ Do you pray for
your pastor? You should! After Wilber Chapman’s first
sermon at Bethany Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, a
man said, ’You’re pretty young to be a pastor of this great
church. We’ve always had older men. I’m afraid you won’t
succeed, but since you preach the gospel I’m going to help
you all I can. Chapman thought, ‘What a crank.’ But the
man continued, ‘I’m going to pray for you, and a few others
have covenanted to join me.’ Later, Chapman wrote, ‘I
didn’t feel so bad when I learned that they were going to
pray for me. Soon the three became fifty, and the fifty
became two hundred who met before every service to pray
for me. In another room eighteen elders knelt so closely
around me that I could put out my hand and touch them. I
always went into my pulpit confidently that I would have
God’s anointing in answer to the prayers of those people.
It was easy to preach, a real joy. And what was the result?
Eleven hundred people were saved and joined the church in
the next three years, and six hundred of them were men. It
was the fruit of the Holy Spirit in answer to prayer. Church
members have much more to do than go to church as
curious, idle spectators to be amused and entertained. It is
their business to pray mightily that the Holy Spirit will
clothe the preacher with power and make his words like
dynamite.’
This article is taken from the devotional ‘Word For
Today’. To order your free copy contact United
Christian Broadcasters, Operating Centre, Westport
Road, Stoke - on -Trent, ST6 4JF, 0845 60 40 401
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CLAN Gathering 2012
28th July – 3rd August.
“Today is the day of Salvation”
All over Scotland God is on the move. He is stirring his saints with a
passion to reach out in Jesus name and story after story is being told of
people coming to faith. Some are encountering Jesus on the streets, others
at work and still more through their Christian friends and family. God is on
the move and He is calling His Church to come with Him. He is calling us
to become a missionary movement.
Revolution@CLAN and CLAN Gathering 2012 will be a rallying point for
all those in Scotland who long to see the Kingdom of God break out in our
nation. Through teaching, worship and ministry we will be inspired,
equipped and released to go and join in with all that God is already doing.
He has declared that today is the day of salvation!
CLAN is for all ages, for families, couples and singles. Brian and I go to
CLAN in St Andrews every year and we would recommend it to everyone.
Please speak to us if you are interested in attending as we have a few
booking forms that we can give out.
Deirdre Murray

CRAFT GROUP
Are you interested in crafting? Do you sew, knit, crochet,
scrapbook, make cards or jewellery or have another craft?
Are you free on a Wednesday from 10am to 4pm? Would
you like to join a group of other crafters for a fun day once
a month? If the answer to these questions is “Yes!” you will
be made very welcome at our happy craft group. The next
meeting is on the 8th February. Please let me know if you
wish to attend.
Deirdre Murray Tel. 822272
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On 15th November we had a European Day of Prayer for children
and schools.
Here is prayer I was given in Canada a few years ago:

A Prayer for Children of our Time
We pray for children
Who put chocolate fingers everywhere,
Who like to be tickled,
Who splash in puddles and ruin their new trousers,
Who sneak biscuits before supper,
Who rub out holes in maths workbooks,
Who can never find their shoes.
And we pray for those
Who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire,
Who can't bounce down the street in a new pair of trainers,
Who never played "one potato, two potato, three potato four"
Who are born in places we wouldn't be caught in,
Who never go to the circus,
Who live in an X-rated world.
We pray for children
Who bring us sticky kisses and fistful of dandelions,
Who sleep with the dog and bury goldfish,
Who hug us in a hurry and forget lunch money,
Who cover themselves with Ban-Aids and sing off-key,
Who squeeze toothpaste all over the sink,
Who slurp their soup.
And we pray for those
Who never get dessert,
Who have no security blanket to drag behind them,
Who watch their parents and watch them die,
Who can't find any bread to steal,
Who don't have any rooms to clean up,
Whose pictures aren't on any dresser,
Whose monsters are real.
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We pray for children
Who spend their pocket money before Tuesday,
Who throw tantrums in the greengrocer's and pick at their food,
Who shove their dirty clothes under the bed and never clean the
bath,
Who squirm in Church and scream on the phone,
Whose tears we sometimes laugh at,
And whose smiles can make us cry.
And we pray for those
Whose nightmares come in the daytime,
Who will eat anything,
Who have never seen a dentist,
Who aren't spoiled by anybody,
Who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep,
Who live and move, but have no being.
We pray for children
Who want to be carried and for those who must
For those we never give up on,
And for those who don't get a second chance,
For those we smother...
And those who will grab the hand of any,
Kind enough to offer it
We pray for OUR children and for other peoples'
By Ina Hughes (adapted) Copyright unknown
--------------Moira Mackinnon
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Children Learn What They Live
By Dorothy Law Nolte, Ph.D.

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn.
If children live with hostility, they learn to fight.
If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive.
If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves.
If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy.
If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy.
If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty.
If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence.
If children live with tolerance, they learn patience.
If children live with praise, they learn appreciation.
If children live with acceptance, they learn to love.
If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves.
If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a
goal.
If children live with sharing, they learn generosity.
If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness.
If children live with fairness, they learn justice.
If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn
respect.
If children live with security, they learn to have faith in themselves
and in those about them.
If children live with friendliness, they learn the world is a nice
place in which to live.
Copyright © 1972 by Dorothy Law Nolte
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“What A Friend We Have In Jesus.”
“Poets learn in suffering what they teach in song”.
Joseph Scriven who wrote “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” became a Christian
when at University in Dublin. He was engaged to be married in 1842 and on the eve
of his wedding day in the summer of 1844 his fiancée was accidentally drowned in
the River Bann. The following year he decided to emigrate to Canada and became a
teacher around the border of Lake Ontario, but also preached at fairs and markets and
worked untiringly for the poor and afflicted.
Sadly his second fiancée became ill, lived in faltering health for 3 years during which
Joseph Scriven helped with her nursing care, and then she too died. He was filled
with indescribable grief, but these tragedies seemed to bring him closer to Christ. It
was after this fiancée’s death he wrote “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”. Before
writing out the hymn he wrote “Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5 v 17) at the
top of the page and sent a copy to his mother, never intending it to be published.
Thirty years later Joseph Scriven himself was very ill and a neighbour friend, whilst
looking through Joseph Scriven's papers with him, found the manuscript of “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus”. When he read it through he asked Joseph Scriven where it
came from and who wrote it. “I wrote it “, Joseph Scriven replied, “The Lord and I
did it between us”. Shortly afterwards he died and was buried beside his second
fiancée, Eliza.
Eventually the words of this hymn came under the notice of the German- American
composer, Charles Converse, who set them to music and words which were written
by Joseph Scriven when things were so dark for him all those years ago are still a
comfort to many today.
What a Friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear!
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.
Abridged from “Hymns and Their Writers” by Jack Strahan
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The Green Thing
In the queue at the shop, the assistant told an older woman that she
should bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren't
good for the environment.
The woman apologized to him and explained, "We didn't have the
green thing back in my day."
The assistant responded, "That's our problem today. Your
generation did not care enough to save our environment."
He was right -- our generation didn't have the green thing in its day.
Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade bottles and beer
bottles to the shop. The shop sent them back to the plant to be
washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles
over and over. So they really were recycled.
But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have a lift in every store
and office building. We walked to the grocery shop and didn't climb
into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two
streets.
But he was right. We didn't have the green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's nappies because we didn't have
the disposable kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy
gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and solar power
really did dry the clothes. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from
their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But he was
right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in
every room. And the TV had a small screen the size of a
handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the Isle of
Arran.
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't
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have electric machines to do everything for us.
When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used a
wadded up old newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic
bubble wrap.
Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn petrol just to cut the
lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power. We
exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run
on treadmills that operate on electricity.
But he's right; we didn't have the green thing back then.
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a
cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of water.
We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and
we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away
the whole razor just because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the green thing back then.
Back then, people took the tram or a bus and kids rode their bikes
to school or walked instead of turning their mums into a 24-hour taxi
service.
We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets
to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a computerized
gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in
space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.
But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we
old folks were just because we didn't have the green thing
back then?
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'The Covenanters'
Claire Watts
This new book explains the complex topic of the Covenanters for
children of 10+.
Charles I believed that a king was given his
position by God and
that no one had the right to question his actions. He also believed
that, as king, he was head of the church in Scotland as well as in
England.
When he came to the throne in 1625, he began, without
consultation, to make changes in the way Scotland was run,
including the introduction of a new prayer book. Petitions were
made against this, and a document known as the National
Covenant was drawn up.
In words and pictures the book tells of the struggles of the
Covenanters, their beliefs, their battles and the aftermath of the
movement.
Also included are lists of places to visit and selected websites,
plus
an 8-page section of activities for home or Sunday School use:
word search, design a Covenanter flag; Criss-crossword; poets'
corner; quiz
... the book will also be a good introduction to the subject for adults ...
The author
Claire Watts lives in Dumfries and Galloway and is the author of
many non-fiction books for children.
The Covenanters can be bought in high street bookshops; from the
Museum bookshop in Chambers Street; direct from NMS Enterprises
Limited — Publishing, National Museums Scotland, Chambers Street,
Edinburgh, EH1 1JF 0131 247 4083, k.blackadder@nms.ac.uk or from
the online shop www.nms.ac.uk/books
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