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Letter from the Minister...
Last year in the church, we held a 'Year of Mission' and it
was good for us as a church to focus upon prayer and to
reach out to our community through things like Messy
Church (now increased to once a month), Community
Chords, the Light Party, Yuletide Night, Christmas Meal,
Coffee mornings and other initiatives. We are grateful for
God's leading and guiding in this.
The Scottish Government has designated 2018 as 'The
Year of Young People' and to engage with this initiative, the
Church of Scotland is encouraging churches to become
involved and to celebrate young people and to encourage
them in their faith. It is quite plain to see, that engaging
young people is an area where the church nationally
struggles, and so it seems providential that the government
has brought this initiative this year.
This year in West Kilbride, we will be participating in the
Year of the Young Person - encouraging the young people
that we have and trying to reach out to the young in our
community. This is no easy task especially in the secular
age we live in - and yet, the unchangeable message of the
gospel and the love of Jesus is the wonderful message that
we are called to share with old and young alike.
In the Bible, I love the stories of God's call upon people's
lives. And if think about it, he calls all ages. You have God
calling someone who is well into his pension years (Moses)
but also calling Samuel or David or Mary (Jesus' mother) at
a young age.
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God can call - and God can speak to any age.
As I write this, it is exactly 10 years since Anna and I were
called to West Kilbride (I was ordained at Overton on 17th
January 2008). I have been thinking a lot recently about my
own calling to the ministry which took place when I was 17.
Through Scripture, other people and circumstance, the Lord
made it clear to me that he was calling me to the ministry at
that young age. I truly believe that God can speak to any
age - young or old or somewhere in the middle!
Sometimes we can be guilty in the church of fostering a
culture where it appears that God can only speak to 'those
and such as those'. But actually, God can speak to anyone and call those whom he chooses. And we must make sure
within the church that we encourage our young people in
their faith - and that we pray for them.
And so I encourage you as we embark upon another year please pray! Please pray for the young people in our church
and in the community.
Pray that we would listen to them and support them and
help them in the faith.
They are the church of tomorrow, but also the church of
today.
They too are the church.

Every blessing,
James
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Church Register
The following have passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers:
May Paton,

Abbotsford Nursing Home, died 18th November 2017.

Gillian Johnstone,

Ailsa View, died 29th November 2017.

Dorothy Shedden,

Ardrossan Road, died 4th December 2018.

Andrew Gordon,

Castle View, died 10th December 2018.

Mary Torrance,

Ardrossan Road, died 18th December 2018.

Chrissie McAuslan,

Coldstream, died 22nd December 2017.

Birthday Celebrations
Our good wishes to Ina Ratcliffe who
celebrated her 60th birthday on 8th January.
Ina had a party for family and friends at the
Bowling Club and raised £250 for North
Ayrshire Cancer Care. Well done Ina!
Good wishes also to Nan McBride who is celebrating her
80th birthday on the 27th January. We pray that you will
have a lovely day with family and friends Nan!
We must also include a birthday greeting for Christina
Brown who will be 100 years old on 31st January. She is a
resident of Abbotsford but lived in Maybole until she was in
her 90s, when she moved into Headrigg Gardens to be near
her daughter who lives in West Kilbride. She attended the
Headrigg services and the Friday morning coffee mornings
regularly until a stroke forced her to go into care. Happy
birthday Christina. We hope you got your card from the
Queen
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Editorial
Well, the twelfth day has come and gone and that's the Christmas
tree and decorations down and put away for eleven months. Some
people have theirs down by New Year but we like to have them up
as long as possible. I don't know about you, but I think the house
looks so bare and dull without them. Wasn't the church decorated
beautifully for Christmas too? Well done to all who helped with that
(and the packing away afterwards!)
There are many people who give of their time and talents to God's
work in the church. Inside the magazine is a questionnaire that folks
who came to the church Coffee Mornings filled in. If you haven't
already filled one in, please take time to answer the questions. God
has given all of us gifts to use in His service.
Our work with young people is so important and our church will be
participating in the Year of Young People. We will be holding a
special service to launch this and sign the pledge on the 28th
January. Do you have ideas on how to take this forward? If you do,
we would love to hear from you. By the way, Young Person is
defined as one up to the age of 25.
We are also delighted that the Kirk Session has agreed that our
church will twin with a church in Malala Presbytery, Malawi. I hope
to have more details of this to share in the next edition of Church
Matters. We will have four representatives of Malala Presbytery
visiting our Presbytery in June and look forward to meeting up with
them. If anyone has a special interest in this twinning and would
like to be involved, please let our minister, James, or myself know.
We would love to have you on board!
Can I again remind you to let me know of special celebrations,
favourite prayers, poems or short articles that can be shared in the
magazine? Should we have a Letters page? It makes for a more
interesting magazine when you help me with contributions.
Finally, have you changed your address, phone number, email
address, etc during 2017 and didn't let the office know? If so, can
you please take a change of details form from the table at the back
of the church and complete it? Thank you.
Deirdre Murray
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My letter of progress - Brian
This is my update for those who are praying for me and
asking after my progress through the system of Readership
Training. I write to let you know my studies have come to an
end at Aberdeen University where I passed all my modules,
many with merit. Who would have though going back to
school would see me doing that? I expect you remember a
few years ago when all this started that I said I just want to
get a pass. Well as time went on with each module I
challenged myself (and no doubt Deirdre) to see what I
could do. You know in your heart that you just want a pass,
but it's like anticipating Christmas presents waiting to see
what your lecturers thought of your submissions. I’m elated
at the results that ‘we’ have achieved. I include you, the
reader, for I have had great overwhelming support and
encouragement in prayers from you.
I have completed all five conferences and two previous
placements so now I am on the last lap of the process. I
have started my final placement with Dave Sutherland at
Ardeer and Livingstone Parish Churches. It’s a linkage so
the minster there has to look after both congregations. I was
taking both services for my second Sunday with Dave (He
asks everyone to call him that). I have a new respect for
ministers in that situation, or for those covering large areas
as interim moderators. Our ministers and church leaders are
working to capacity in their calling. Please continue to bear
them up in prayer at every occasion.
At some point in my placement, assessors will come to the
churches and see what I’m like! All going well, I expect to be
through the whole process by the summer and God willing
become a Reader in the Church of Scotland later in the
year.
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For those who have felt a calling into any stream of ministry
in their church and who may be reading this, let me
encourage you to follow it up. I first started feeling the call
back in 2010, but the process scared me off. I now feel that
the time was not what God had in mind. However, a few
years later I had a peace about the whole thing. In fact, it
has been a pleasure to embrace the learning and the
experience and I have made numerous new friends through
the course, in churches and on-line. The distance learning
programme, although crashing at times, allowed us more
mature students, along with the younger ones, to converse
on-line and take part with the lecturers in the classes. It’s
amazing who you meet. There were people from the
Bahamas, Switzerland, even England signing in. We had
fun blethering while waiting for the lecturer to sign in too.
It is such a privilege to have direct contact with Professors
and Doctors of Divinity who, I must say, were approachable
and very interested in my progress. There was always
someone to ask or talk to if I had a problem with things or
the internet. The lecturers were so helpful in allowing for
glitches in the internet systems especially during exams. On
two occasions I had to e mail my typing up to Aberdeen as
the programme was a bit unstable on these occasions.
Well, that is the position with me at present so I’ll keep you
posted. Thank you once again for your support in all this. I
trust that I will be of benefit to my church. The only
uncertainty at the moment is not knowing where I will end
up. Not that that is a problem. Someone at a conference
came to speak to us students and said that even when we
qualify “God may not be finished with you even then”. Keep
smiling and, until we meet again, blessings from your absent
brother!
Brian Murray
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SESSION SNIPPETS –
an acrostic version of Kirk Session, 28th November 2017
Session commenced by singing "O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel", then the minister read from
Scripture (Jeremiah 33:14-17), which
Spoke of a righteous, eternal branch of David seated on
Israel's throne - a foretaste of Christmas! We shared a time of
Open prayer, and discussed an article, "The half-trained dog",
Noting that we should commit ourselves fully, and not do things by
half.
Several teams reported many positive outcomes:
New volunteers for children's work and Boys Brigade (People &
Policy),
Improved budget position (Finance), positive feedback on the Light
Party and monthly Messy Church, and support for 2018 SU Camp
(Youth),
Progress towards a feasibility study for improved access and
church hall (Fabric).
Extended discussion followed on: building upon our Year of
Mission,
Twinning with a church in Malala Presbytery (Malawi), and a
Service on 28th January to launch the Church of Scotland Year of
Young People.

Paul Selman
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2018
Thu 1st
Fri 2nd
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th

Mon 5th

Tue 6th

Wed 7th

Thu 8th
Fri 9th

Sat 10th

Sun 11th

Mon 12th
Tue 13th

We pray for our Minister James, Anna his wife and their two
sons John and Alasdair.
We pray for Carol our Session Clerk and all our Elders
We pray for Douglas, Mandy and Brian as they seek to
serve the Lord in ministry. We pray for all their study needs
As we meet as a Church Family today, we give thanks for
one another and the help and encouragement we can be to
one another. Help us all to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus on
whom our faith depends. Heb 12 v 2
We pray for the residents who live in Alton Street and Alton
Way. If I don’t pray for my neighbours and I don’t love like
Jesus, who will?
“Many of our guests are keen to get fit and so we have
started a running club andcircuit training. Please pray that
the guests who get involved in these inititatives will stay
motivated and will achieve their fitness goals.”(Glasgow City
Mission)
We pray for all we know who are unwell, awaiting test
results, having treatment, and for those who love and care
for them also
We give thanks for the Carers who work in WK and pray for
them as they travel during these winter months
We pray for Christians in Afghanistan. May they know God
as their refuge and strength. Pray for God’s protection from
persecution and may they be encouraged by Christian radio
& internet ministries. (Barnabas Fund)
We pray for all who are grieving and coming to terms with
loss. We give thanks that Lord You see every tear and You
know every struggle and You long to bring comfort to every
hurting heart
We give thanks for music and hymn writers and singers, and
for all who lead us in our worship Sunday by Sunday. We
give thanks for their dedication and practice
We pray for the residents who live in Ardneil Ave
&Ardrossan High Road
Many children don’t know about Jesus and struggle to find
meaning in their lives. Pray that they will be drawn to
missions in their area so that they can encounter the hope
that He offers. ( Scripture Union)
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Wed 14th

Thu 15th
Fri 16th
Sat 17th

Sun 18th

Mon 19th
Tue 20th

Wed 21st

Thu 22nd
Fri 23rd

Sat 24th
Sun 25th

Mon 26th
Tues 27th

Wed 28th

Lent begins. Praying for our children and young people at
school. Let us pray that young people will become like the trees
in Psalm 1 – rooted in the presence and instructions of God
We pray for our GP Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and Care
Homes
We pray for our Church Conference weekend.
With elections coming up in a number of countries throughout
Asia, please ask God to raise up servant hearted leaders who
represent all those in their constituencies impartially. (Tearfund)
We give thanks for all who serve on rotas (often behind the
scenes) to enable the smooth running of our church activities.
May everything we do be done as to the Lord. Colossians 3 v 23
We pray for the residents who live in Ardrossan Rd and
Arranview Gardens
We give thanks for Rendezvous, for good times of fellowship.
We give thanks for the ladies who serve & for the drivers who
make it possible for folk to attend
Lent. Praying for our children and young people at home.Let us
pray for those who struggle within their home for a variety of
reasons, that they would feel peace and find help from God
We pray for our local businesses in difficult economic times. We
remember also our local farms
In India over the recent Christmas period many Hindu groups
saught to disrupt and prevent various Christmas celebrations in
the land. Please pray forsofter attitudes among India’s Hindu
community towards Christians so that believers may be able to
share their faith safely. (AsiaLink)
We remember missionaries and all we know who have been
called to serve the Lord in other places
We remember those of our church family who are now too ill or
frail to attend our worship on Sundays. Lord, please help us to
show by our love that they have not been forgotten
We pray for the residents who live in Arthur Court and Arthur
Street
We give thanks for the growing opportunities for fellowship,
encouragement and fun that can be found within the groups that
are now meeting in our church building throughout these months
Lent. Praying for our children and young people at work. Young
people are increasingly working alongside their studies. Pray
they will find a job that makes use of their God - given talents.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2018
Thu 1st
Fri 2nd
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th
Mon 5th
Tue 6th
Wed 7th

Thu 8th
Fri 9th

Sat 10th
Sun 11th

We pray for James our Minister, Anna, John and
Alasdair. We pray for God’s enabling for every aspect of
James’ ministry
The World Day of Prayer. We pray for the country of
Suriname. The theme for today’s service is, “All God’s
creation is very good!”
We pray for all the families who will come along to Messy
Church today. We give thanks for all the teamwork that
goes on behind the scenes
We pray for the congregations within the Ardrossan
Presbytery, especially for those who are struggling or
facing change.
We pray for the residents who live in Avondale Road and
Barony Glebe
We remember those who are the victims of Human
Trafficking. We give thanks for the agencies working to
set the captives free
Lent. Praying for our children and young people - online.
Young people are forever engaging with an online world.
Let us pray that they will come to know the truth and
meaning of life that comes in having a relationship with
Jesus
We pray for all we know who are unwell and those who
are caring for them.
We give thanks for the work of Street Pastors who take
the love of Jesus and meet with young people coming out
of the bars and clubs in the city centres in the early hours
of the morning
Please pray for refugees who are asking for Bibles, that,
as they read the Scriptures, God will draw close to them.
(Scottish Bible Society)
Mothering Sunday. We give thanks for the homes where
there is much joy today in celebrating. We also
remember that for many this is a difficult day and we pray
for hearts that are hurting.
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Mon 12th We pray for the residents who are living in Bellard Road
and Bellard Walk
th
Tue 13 We remember the Teen Challenge Bus that is present in
Largs every Tuesday night. We give thanks that lives can
be changed when people meet with the love of Jesus
th
Wed 14 Lent. We pray for our children and young people in our
neighbourhood. Let us pray that young people will
become people of love, and those who receive the love
learn the root of where the love comes from.
th
Thu 15 We pray for children who are in care.We give thanks for
adoptive and foster families that embrace children without
a safe, loving home of their own. Ask God to grant them
patience, understanding and wisdom, especially where
children have serious emotional and behavioural
problems. (CARE)
th
Fri 16
We pray for all who have lost their homes recently
through natural disasters. We give thanks for rescue
services and aid agencies
th
Sat 17
We pray for all who are grieving and coming to terms with
loss. We give thanks that the steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases
th
Sun 18 We give thanks for the dedication of all who work with our
children and young people Sunday by Sunday and
throughout the week
th
Mon 19 We pray for the residents who are living in BlackshawDr
and Bowfield Road
th
Tue 20 We pray for all who are struggling with Mental Health
problems. Lord, please give strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow
st
Wed 21 Lent. Praying for our children and young people in the
local church. Let us pray that young people will grow in
the true understanding of Jesus being a living sacrifice
enabling them to live life to the full as well as laying their
lives down for others.
nd
Thu 22 We give thanks for our National Health Service and pray
for the 1.3 million people who work within it often under
difficult circumstances
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Fri 23rd

Sat 24th
Sun 25th

Mon 26th
Tue 27th
Wed 28th

Thu 29th

Fri 30th

Sat 31st

We give thanks for the trust shown in our work by many
local authorities and grant – giving organisations who
provide us with funding. Pray for areas of our work where
it is less easy to secure funds, trusting in God’s generous
provision. (Crossreach)
As we approach Holy Week, we pray for our brothers and
sisters around the world who are persecuted for their faith
and they are unable to worship in freedom as we do.
Palm Sunday. “When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The
crowds answered , “This is Jesus, the prophet from
Nazareth in Galilee.”
As we walk through this Holy Week, please comfort us
Lord, with the promise that no power on earth, not even
death itself can separate us from Your love
Throughout Jesus ministry, He spoke of love without
limits, forgiveness instead of revenge, and service over
domination. Do I need to learn these lessons again?
Loving God, Your Son Jesus was humble and obedient.
He fulfilled Your will for His life by becoming human and
suffering with us. I ask You for the desire to become
more humble so that my own life might bring glory to Your
Name
At that supper, Jesus told us to love one another. Please
don’t let us ever forget the measure of Your love is not
just the basin and the bowl of the upper room, but Your
Cross and Your death at Calvary
Today, may we remember that beyond sin there is love
inexhaustible, beyond death there is life unimaginable,
beyond brokenness there is forgiveness
incomprehensible, beyond betrayal there is grace poured
out eternally. May we remember and give thanks for the
wonder of Your love.
We pray for our family, friends, neighbours, work
colleagues who have yet to come to know Jesus as their
Lord and Saviour
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World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March at 2pm
St Brides Church
Hunterston Road
The service this year has been written by the women of
Suriname in South America and the title is
“All God’s Creation is Very Good.”
The service reminds us that we have responsibilities in
caring for this beautiful world that we live in. With its vast
rainforest and wealth of resources, Suriname asks us to
pray for conservation and the protection of wildlife, through
an awareness of pollution, misuse and abuse, as well as for
the situation in Suriname and concerns for the future.
This is a day of prayer not only for women, but for everyone
who cares about our World and those who live in it. You
will be assured of a warm welcome to our service

Happy New Year!
Hear the bells ring out for Twenty-Eighteen
Announcing January, bidding farewell to December.
Put aside regrets about what might have been,
Prepare instead for a year to remember.
Yesterday’s past, and now we stand
Needful of guidance as we face the unknown,
Enquiring prayerfully into what God has planned –
Will He lead us beyond our comfort zone?
Yet God has not given us a spirit of fear;
Each Christmas He cheers us with Bethlehem’s birth.
And Jesus asks from each of us a New Year
Resolution – “to find fresh ways of being salt of the earth”.
(Harry Hunter)
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A Short Course in Human Relations.
The six most important words: I admit I was wrong.
The five most important words: You did a great job.
The four most important words: What do you think?
The three most important words: Could you please...?
The two most important words: Thank you.
The most important word: We.
The least important word: I.

Some Thoughts on Love
for
St Valentine's Day.
Love is a fabric that never fades, no matter how often it is
washed in the waters of adversity and grief. Anon
The first duty of love is to listen. Paul Tillich
'Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at
all. Tennyson
The supreme happiness of life is the conviction that we are
loved. Victor Hugo
It is easier to love humanity as a whole than to love one's
neighbour. Eric Hoffer
Love is the basic need of human nature, for without it
life is disrupted emotionally, mentally, spiritually and
physically. Dr Karl Menninger
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Diary Dates for February 2018
3 Feb 10:15 AM

Messy Church - WKPC

4 Feb 10:30 AM
4 Feb 2:00 PM
6 Feb 9:30 AM
6 Feb 10:00 AM
7 Feb 7:00 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8
Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room

11 Feb 10:30 AM
11 Feb 7:00 PM
13 Feb 9:30 AM
13 Feb 10:00 AM
13 Feb 2:00 PM
14 Feb 1:30 PM
14 Feb 7:00 PM
16 Feb 7:30 PM
17 Feb 11:00 AM

Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service – Sanctuary
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting – Lower Hall
David & Irene McCulloch - Musical Afternoon
Community Chords – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room
Church Conference
Church Conference

18 Feb 10:30 AM
18 Feb 7:00 PM
20 Feb 9:30 AM
20 Feb 10:00 AM
21 Feb 7:00 PM

Morning Service & Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service - Church Conference
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room

25 Feb 10:30 AM
25 Feb 7:00 PM
27 Feb 9:30 AM
27 Feb 10:00 AM
27 Feb 2:00 PM

Morning Service & Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service - Sanctuary
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting – Lower Hall
Deirdre McKinnon - My work at Culzean as a
countryside ranger
Special collection for Erskine Hospital
Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room

27 Feb 7:30 PM
28 Feb 7:00 PM
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Diary Dates for March 2018
2 Mar
3 Mar

2:00 PM
4:00 PM

World Day of Prayer - at St Brides Church
Messy Church – WKPC

4 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8
4 Mar 2:00 PM Afternoon Service with communion – Headrigg
Gardens
5 Mar 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall
6 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
6 Mar 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
7 Mar 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room
11 Mar 10:30 AM
11 Mar 7:00 PM
13 Mar 9:30 AM
13 Mar 10:00 AM
13 Mar 2:00 PM
1:30 PM
7:00 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service - Sanctuary
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting – Lower Hall
Closing Social - Singing Burds
Community Chords – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room

18 Mar 10:30 AM
18 Mar 7:00 PM
20 Mar 9:30 AM
20 Mar 10:00 AM
20 Mar 7:30 PM
21 Mar 7:00 PM

Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service – Sanctuary
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
KS Meeting – Sanctuary
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room

14 Mar
14 Mar

25 Mar 10:30 AM
25 Mar 7:00 PM
26 Mar 7:00 PM
27 Mar 9:30 AM
27 Mar 10:00 AM
27 Mar
TBA
27 Mar 7:00 PM
28 Mar 7:00 PM
29Mar
7:30 PM
30Mar
7:30 PM

Palm Sunday Service & Junior Church & XLR8
Evening Service – Sanctuary
Holy Week
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Guild Meeting – Lunch
Holy Week
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
House Groups
Currently two house groups usually meet fortnightly on
Monday/Wednesday evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please
speak to Helen Ferguson or Margaret Morrow.
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The JOY Mission, Poland.
The long story short:
In 2017 we organized 10 different camps and Joy
Weekends for children and youth!
In 2017 we delivered over 200 metric tonnes of food for the
needy people and the value of the food was 2 million zl.
We now have 4 locations in Warsaw where we distribute the
food.
We need a new van as the 11 years old one was towed
away again.
Please help us to pay for it. If you want to do so please ask
me for bank details.
Merry Christmas and God bless you,
Henryk Podsiadly

August 2017 Joy Camp

Dropping off the food to the needy
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During our 'Year of Mission', we held a coffee morning that every
member of the congregation was invited to. At the coffee morning, we
gave out this questionnaire. If you didn't get the chance to fill it out,
then please feel free to fill in the one below and send it back to the
church office addressed to James McNay. If you prefer to email your
response, email James at: JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Questionnaire
Please fill out the questions below about the church here in West Kilbride. If
you would like to put your name on it that is great or if you want to leave it
anonymous that is also fine!
1. How long have you been a member of the church in West Kilbride
(Parish Church / Barony / Overton / St. Andrew's)?
2. Do you come along regularly (ie - more than once a month) to our worship
services (Sunday morning, Sunday Evening, Headrigg Gardens or Messy
Church)?
YES / NO (Circle one)
If YES, please go to question 5!
If NO, please continue to question 3 and 4.
_________________________________________________________
3. If you don't come along regularly to our worship services, what are the
reasons for this?

4. What would encourage you to come along to our worship services?

5. What do you enjoy about being part of West Kilbride Parish Church?

6. What things would you like to see at West Kilbride Parish Church that we
don't have at the moment? (ie - different style of worship, groups we could
start etc.)

Any other comments?

Name_____________________(if desired)
Scottish Charity Number:SC013464
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