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Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends,
As I write this, it is the 14th January 2020.
Exactly 10 years ago, on the 14th January 2010, Overton
and St. Andrew's joined together to form what is now
West Kilbride Parish Church.
In many ways, it is amazing to think that 10 years has
passed already - where has the time gone?
When milestones like this come along, it is sometimes a
good time to reflect on what has happened - and it is
good to reflect on what has happened in the past ten
years. And as we look back, there is much to give thanks
to God for.
Here are some of the highlights in the past 10 years:
Refurbishing the church building to be fit for purpose
in the 21st Century.
The development of Messy Church.
The development of our Youth work.
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Our two 'Church in the Park' events in the Glen.
The Ceilidh with our friends from Malawi in the
Village Hall.
Having a presence at the Gala Day each year and at
the Barony Craft Fair.
Changing the structure of leadership and the
formation of teams.
The assistants we have been blessed with: Mandy,
Douglas and Betsi.
The church conference that we have held each year.
Throughout the past 10 years, what we have sought to do
is to put Jesus at the centre of everything that we do.
That led to the Kirk Session coming up with the vision
statement:
Knowing Jesus and making Jesus known.
Our aim is that everything that we do comes under the
banner of that vision statement. It speaks of our primary
need to put our faith in Jesus - and the commission that
Jesus gives us to: 'Go and make disciples'.
As we reflect on the past 10 years, it also might occur to
us to think about where we are going as a church and to
think through what the next 10 years might look like.
These are challenging times for the church in Scotland and the Church of Scotland.
Church membership in the Church of Scotland has
plummeted markedly - dropping from over one million to
just around 300,000 in the past 20 or so years.
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The Church of Scotland is also in the midst of a huge
structural change as part of the 'Radical Action Plan' as
agreed by the General Assembly in 2019. As part of this,
over 40 Presbyteries will become around 12-15
Presbyteries.
These are challenging times for the church - and we in
West Kilbride are not immune to that. Over the past 10
years, we have sadly lost over 170 members through
death. This in many ways reflects the top-heavy nature of
the church where most members are in the upper age
brackets.
The encouraging thing is that during the past 10 years,
we have also gained 95 new members through
Profession of Faith, Resolution or Transfer and many of
those who are new have contributed in a great way to the
church family here in West Kilbride. We have been
blessed that new people have come in - in many other
places, that has not been replicated and therefore
numbers have fallen dramatically.
On the first Sunday after the Union of the Churches in
January 2010, I preached from Luke 15, the Parable of
the Lost Son.
During the sermon, I referred to Martin Luther King's
famous 'I have a dream' speech. And I asked the
question: 'What would be your dream for West Kilbride
Parish Church?'
I said then that it was to see:
'...the church grow, to see it vibrant, to see all ages
represented with thriving youth work - to see many come
to know Jesus. .. that we might grow in our faith, that we
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might be excited and encouraged as we meet together that we might be excited about God'.
In the past 10 years, we have much to be thankful for but this is still the dream. But throughout it all, we
recognise that we cannot do it in our own strength - but
each and every day that we need to seek after the Lord
and follow his leading and guiding.
That is why our focus for 2020 will be:
'Year of Prayer and Invitation'.
This follows on from previous themed 'years' (Year of
Mission, Year of Young People, Year of Discipleship).
The idea this year is that we would focus on prayer individual prayer and corporate prayer. That we would
pray for the church, the community and beyond.
One of the things I hope we can incorporate into this is to
spend time praying for at least one person who we can
invite to church later in the year - this is where the
'invitation' part comes in! It also fulfils our vision
statement of 'making Jesus known'.
So as we move into this second decade as a church
family together, can I thank you for your encouragement,
your love and support and ask that you continue to pray
and to seek after the Lord as we move into the time that
is before us.
Yours in Christ,
James
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Church Register
The following people have passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers:
Gordon McKellar, Well Street, died 22nd November 2019.
Timothy Sims, Arthur Street, died 12th December 2019.
May Robertson, Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, died 16th December 2019.
James Angus, Headrigg Road, died 19th December 2019.
Sam Smith, Bellard Walk, died 2nd January 2020.
Margaret Campbell, latterly Manse Road, died 5th January 2020.

Blessing and Dedication
The blessing and dedication of Anna Rose Patience Tosh
(Annie), daughter of Chas and Becky Tosh, was held in
the church on Sunday 12th January 2020.
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WKPC 10th Anniversary Celebration Lunch
Waterside Hotel 19th January 2020
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SESSION SNIPPETS
The Session met on 26th November 2019. We began by
singing “ I heard the voice of Jesus say”. James read from
Luke 10 v38-42 and spoke on the topic of “busyness”. Are
we setting aside sufficient time for the most important things
in life? Our first priority should be to spend time at the feet of
Jesus, learning from Him.
In small groups we discussed a review of the book.“The
Simple Church” by Thom Rainer and Eric Geiger. Each
group had the opportunity to share their views with the other
groups. It is hoped this exercise will help us to better
prioritise church events in keeping with our available human
resources and our church mission statement “Knowing Jesus
and making Jesus known.”
Finance Team report by John Coy:
1) The church finances are fairly healthy.
2) We have received the funding for a new sound system
by means of a reduction in our annual contribution to 121
(the church head office at 121 George Street Edinburgh).
3) The repairs to the Rose Window cost approximately
£9000.
Catering Team report by Janette Fleming:
1) There is an ongoing heavy work load for the relatively
small number of Rendezvous volunteers, who are all retired
and mostly in their seventies, with a few in their eighties.
Session agreed to the team's proposal that from next year
Rendezvous will take a break for two weeks at Easter, seven
weeks in the summer, a week in October, and two weeks at
Christmas.
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2) Up till now the donations received from Rendezvous
customers have been used to sponsor a child in Palestine
via the charity “Embrace the Middle East”. However that
charity has decided to stop sponsoring individual children.
Session recommended that the Catering Team should now
use another charity such as Barnabas Fund to continue to
sponsor an individual child.
People and Policy Team report by Colin McDougal: Colin
gave a comprehensive and detailed update on several items
including safeguarding of children, and employees' salaries
and terms of employment.
Youth Team Report by Alison Ward: Alison suggested that
the church give £100 to BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) in
appreciation of their work. They are responsible for the
Messy Church movement, resources, supporting a network
of regional co-ordinators, training sessions and conferences
etc.
Presbytery Report: Moderator James reminded us of the
huge challenges facing Presbyteries. A Ministry cut of 20% is
required; recently vacant churches are now not allowed to
call a minister; the number of Scottish Presbyteries has to be
reduced from 43 to 12 in the next 3 to 4 years, meaning that
the three Ayrshire presbyteries have to become one.
After the Team Reports, various other items of business on
the Agenda were examined.
Richard DeCourcy gave a presentation of the proposal for
the installation of a Defibrillator machine at our church
building. He explained that in the event of someone having a
heart attack, it was essential that a Defibrillator should be
used within no more than 5 minutes (possibly 10 minutes
absolute maximum) if death is to be prevented. This
emphasised the need for such a machine to be quickly
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accessible and easy to operate. He also stated that during
the time taken to bring the Defibrillator to the patient, it was
important that CPR should be given. Session felt that the
machine should be available to anyone in the village. It was
decided to purchase a fully automatic Defibrillator and locate
it in a non-locked cabinet on the church external wall facing
the main road. It was also agreed that some church
members should receive training in CPR and First Aid.
James intimated that Deirdre Murray wished to retire as
editor of the church magazine and as the Malawi Ekwendeni
twinning co-ordinator. George Crawford has volunteered to
take on the role of magazine editor and this was happily
accepted. A new Ekwendeni twinning co-ordinator will be
needed and James agreed to pursue this. The new coordinator when appointed will be asked to recommend how
much money should be given to Ekwendeni each year.
It was agreed that the church 2019 Christmas offerings will
be donated to the two charities Compassion and Glasgow
City Mission. In future years the selection of two charities will
be remitted to the Worship and Discipleship Team.
A new A2 laminator is required for the church office to enable
proper lamination of posters for Messy church etc. A new
fan heater is required for the Club Room.
It was noted that the external notice board needs to be
repaired to prevent posters blowing away and being lost.
James' proposal for 2020 to be the Year of Prayer and
Invitation was agreed. James will procure training material at
a cost of approximately £100.
The meeting concluded with the saying of the Grace.
Duncan Ferguson
Page 11

-o0o-



I saw a stranger yester'een.
I put food in the eating place,
music in the music place
and in the sacred name of the Triune
He blessed myself and my house,
my cattle and my dear ones.
And the lark sang in her song
Often, often, often
goes the Christ in the stranger’s guise.

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS CARD GIFTS
We are delighted to say that the gift cards for money to buy
mosquito nets for Milala Presbytery was very successful and
over £3000 was raised in our Presbytery. I’m happy to report
that WKPC was top of the league in sales of the cards! Some
monies have still to come in so I will give an accurate figure
when it is available. Gift cards are now available for any
occasion for £5 each so please consider giving one for
birthdays etc.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SERVICE

Once again we were able to give gifts from our Christmas
Gift Service to all of our Syrian refugee families this year,
although the number of families has risen to 36 with 115
children and 66 parents. I was invited to their Christmas
party where the gifts were given to them by Santa and there
was such joy when they
received them. A huge “thank
you” to everyone who
contributed and to those who
helped wrap the gifts. You
made a difference to the lives
of these precious families.
The remaining gifts went to
the Foodbank for their party
and they said that any in
excess to their requirements
would go to Social Services
Children and Families Team
for distribution.
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Wonderful Words
There's wonderful words in the Bible.
At “THE THRONE OF GRACE” we see,
We can bring all our cares and worries
Where rest and peace will be.

(Hebrews 4v16)

There's wonderful words in the Bible.
There's “PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR”.
If we could just try to remember
When things are hard, God is near.
(1John 4v18)
There's wonderful words in the Bible.
“JESUS WEPT” - how much He cares.
When we mourn for loved ones departed
Our sorrows with us He shares.

(John 11v35)

There's wonderful words in the Bible.
It tells us that “GOD IS LOVE”.
How often we need that reminder
That there's One who cares, above.

(1John 4v8)

There's wonderful words in the Bible.
Jesus says “COME UNTO ME”.
Surely we should never refuse Him
The Saviour who sets us free?

(Matthew 11v28)

H.M.F.
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TEARFUND FINAL REPORT FOR 2019
To date I have sent £463.40 from your little collection boxes
to Tearfund. Of that amount, £195 was matched by the
Government in their Matched Giving Scheme. It just shows
how saving your ‘pennies’ can mount up.
Following Tearfund’s Yemen Appeal back in March, we had
two retiring collections, and the wonderful sum of £699.25
was raised.
Audrey Brown held a plant sale in the Autumn which brought
in £51.50.
Then in November, with great trepidation, I arranged for
West Kilbride Parish Church to be one of the 560
congregations from all over Britain that took part in
Tearfund’s Big Quiz. As I reported in the intimations a few
weeks ago, I was so pleased to be able to send off a cheque
for £763 from this enjoyable evening. (I might even run
another one next year!). I heard from Tearfund that a total
of £188,400 was raised from all the quizzes, so I think we
should be very proud of our sum! Thank you again to those
who took part in any way.
I was also given personal donations to pass on to Tearfund
and they came to £277.
If we add up all the monies we sent throughout 2019 to
Tearfund, it comes to over £2000 – well done!
Thank you

Alison Coy.
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YOURS SINCERELY
My parents were from Motherwell. In 1942 my dad was
“called up” and posted to the Royal Engineers barracks in
Ashworth, Kent. So in December 1944 I was born at a
Nursing Home in Isleworth, London. In 1945 we all
moved back to my mother's parents' house in Motherwell
and in 1948 moved to Holytown. Later my brother Ian
and sister Elizabeth were born. In April 1953 during the
night I asked the Lord Jesus to be my Saviour. Although
my understanding of sin as an 8 year old was very
limited, I believe that night was God bringing me onto the
path of faith in the Saviour. In 1955 we moved to
Motherwell and in 1962 to Edinburgh. I studied at
Edinburgh University, attending lunch-time Bible studies
organised by the Professor of Chemistry and evening
meetings of the Christian Union. Obtaining my Chemical
Engineering degree in 1966, I started work with ICI at
Ardeer and joined a Brethren church in Kilwinning.
During 1966/67 I lived in “digs” in Saltcoats on my own
and in this period I found myself examining my faith much
more seriously. I really wrestled with the fact that the
theory of evolution, which was becoming more widely
publicised in the media, completely contradicted the
Biblical account of creation, and this led me for a while to
question the veracity of the Bible. At that time there was
no Internet, so I was not aware of any attempt by
Christian scientists to disprove the theory. However
God's mercy eventually led me to the conclusion that the
Bible, God's Word, must always override all other
theories or beliefs, no matter how popular they are. Much
later in my life I became aware of the extensive range of
material now published by Christian scientists which
show clearly that the theory of evolution is unscientific
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and false. This material can be easily accessed on
websites such as “The Institute for Creation Research”
and “Back to Genesis”.
Helen was brought up in Dundee but through God's grace
our teenage paths had crossed in 1959 and in 1968 we
married - something I have never once regretted. We set
up home in Irvine, and during the next 8 years our three
children Ewan, Alice and Calum were born.
In 1976 my job took me to ICI Grangemouth Works and
we set up house in Dollar. Then in 1979 my work took
me back to ICI Ardeer. We moved into a rented house in
Ardrossan for 9 months, then into our current house in
Seamill. We joined a Brethren church in Irvine and, as
the congregation was small, I took my share of preaching.
We also joined a small Saturday morning prayer/Bible
study group with others from St Andrews and Overton
Churches.
In 1982 Helen and I were asked by Jennifer Cruikshank
to help start up a Crusader group along with Ann and Jim
Fitzsimmons, and Ruth and Graeme Cruikshank. The
group met every Thursday evening and continued for 15
years, during which time others joined the leadership
team. At its peak there were one hundred youngsters in
the age range 9 to 17 attending each week. Thursday
evenings always involved Bible talks and small group
discussions plus lots of active fun stuff. We took
youngsters to annual Crusader competitions – chess in
Houston; football, netball and badminton in Glasgow;
athletics in Grangemouth; basketball and swimming in
Edinburgh. We also organised a summer weekend
house party each year in different places such as Comrie,
Cumnock, Biggar and Blackwaterfoot. To my surprise I
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was the leader at three Scottish Crusader summer camps
on the Moray Firth in 1988, '89 and '90. For me this was
a culture shock as I had no previous experience of
camps, but thankfully I had supportive teams with loads
of relevant experience.
In the early evening of 21st December 1991 the car in
which our 19 year old daughter Alice was a passenger
was involved in an accident on the M8 caused by another
vehicle running into the back of their stationary car. The
impact ruptured their petrol tank and the car caught fire.
One of her Crusader friends sadly died in the car. Alice
suffered major burns and spinal trauma but thankfully
survived after 4 months in Glasgow Royal Infirmary.
In 1997 Helen and I joined St Andrews church. Our three
children are now married and living in Strathaven,
Linlithgow and Dundee and we have five grandchildren.
I believe every person's life will contain difficult times. A
very important question is “do we have someone we can
trust completely to guide and give us the will and strength
to overcome?” One of my favourite Bible verses contain
the final words of Jacob, which have been so true for me
- “God ... has been my shepherd all my life to this day”
(Genesis 48 v15). Thank You God.
Yours Sincerely
Duncan Ferguson
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MEN WHO PRAY

Forgive me if you are of the fairer sex and are reading
this… but this article is for the men. However, I don’t
mind you reading it because I know you will pray for the
men who read it.
In the Bible most of the disciples who followed Jesus
were men. There was a group of women who walked the
roads of Palestine with him (along with male disciples),
women who loved him, who he had healed, helped,
delivered who provided, for him, watched at the cross
when the men had fled., then at the dead of night sought
to anoint his pierced body in the tomb.
Many days prior to this the disciples (men) came to Jesus
and asked him to teach them how to pray, and he gave
them some teaching which we label The Lord’s Prayer. A
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few days after that Jesus took Peter, James and John up
a mountain to pray…. Okay, when they got to the top they
fell asleep… Meanwhile, the other 9 disciples hung
around the valley, could not deliver a boy possessed by a
demon because this kind only came out by prayer and
fasting (exactly what they were not doing.)
On another mountain, a few months later, the Mount of
Olives, he asked the same disciples to watch and pray
while he went on a few steps further to pray alone. They
fell asleep. He woke them up… they fell asleep again.
Cutting to the chase guys, we are not good at this praying
thing! Which is why we really need to work on it and do it!
Every Tuesday morning up to 20 women gather in the
Prayer Room of our church to pray together. They call it
“Women Who Pray”. Where are the men? Ah well, it’s
obvious! This is Women who pray so they want to pray
about woman things and they don’t want Us Men there!
Yes, there is truth there! Sometimes women will feel safer
sharing a prayer need if there isn’t a male around. But
who says they don’t want us men to be praying too?!
Men, we ought to pray. Yes, we do that at home. (Do
we? How long for? What for?) Be encouraged. Jesus
knows our frame.
“And Jesus he spoke a parable unto them to this end,
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint…” (Lk18:1
ff AV)
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It is good when we pray alone, and it is also good when
we pray together. Jesus said , “Again, truly I tell you that
if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it
will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” Mt 18:19.
Isn’t that an encouragement to pray? It’s time we stirred
our stumps, take a leaf out of the ladies’ book and the
good book and do what Jesus wants us to do: Meet and
Pray.
From Tuesday 4 February from 9.30 am till 10.30 the
Sanctuary will be open to Men Who Pray for an hour.
After that (or earlier if we so wish) we can slip into
Rendezvous, grab a coffee and cake and show the
women we mean business with God too.
James has written earlier in the magazine (and said from
the platform) this year in WKPC is the Year of Prayer…
and invitation.
Jesus is inviting us up the mountain to pray… Let’s do it.
Tuesday mornings. 9.30 - 10.30. In the Sanctuary.

Stephen Eliott-Lockhart
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World Day of Prayer
This year’s World day of Prayer Service will be held in St Bride’s
Church on Friday 6th March at 2pm. The service has been
written by Christian women of Zimbabwe and the theme is ‘Rise,
take your bed and walk.’ Our sisters from Zimbabwe are taking
Jesus encounter to be a call to act in love for peace and
reconciliation. Please come along if you can, all are assured of
a warm welcome.

Tearfund
“We believe in the power of prayer, and we see its fruit in our
work all around the world. It is a vital part of our identity and our
mission here at Tearfund. As the new year begins, I want to
personally thank you for your prayers – past, present and future.
Myles Harrison, International Director, Tearfund

Bible 2020
The idea is simple – create a smartphone app that runs through
the Bible in one year, highlighting daily verses and translating it
into multiple languages, providing access for the world’s
populations. You can be involved by committing to read the Bible
aloud each day throughout the year. Check it out!
https://bible2020.org/

Lectico365
Letico365 is a daily devotional resource that helps you encounter
God and shape your life by praying the Bible every day. Each
day make time to P.R.A.Y.
Pause to be still.
Rejoice with a psalm and Reflect on a Bible Passage.
Ask God to help us and others.
Yield to His will in our lives.
Letico365 has been created by 24/7 Prayer and CWR.
https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional or visit your app
store and search Letico365
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2020
Sat 1st

Sun 2nd

Mon 3rd

Tue 4th

Wed 5th

Thu 6th

Fri 7th

We pray for Messy Church meeting today! We
give thanks for the dedicated organizing team
and helpers. May families be glad they came and
take something of the message home with them
We give thanks that The Bible is so accessible to
us on mobile phones
ipads, etc, & we have many versions to choose
from. Lord, may we value our Bibles, being
eager to read them, we ask the Holy Spirit’s help
in this.
We pray and give thanks for the residents who
live in Ardneil Ave & Ardrossan High Road. We
pray for Kilbirnie Auld Kirk, Interim Moderator Rev
David Watson, Locum Mr Archie Currie
We pray for James, our Minister, Anna his wife
and their sons John & Alasdair. We pray for
every aspect of James’ ministry. May he have
the joy of seeing lives changed by Jesus
We pray for World Leaders, especially those who
feel they have no need of You Lord. We pray
that You will have in place godly men and women
to advise and that they would know Your favour
on them
We pray for all we know who are unwell, waiting
for tests or results, having treatment. We
remember those who love and care for them also.
We give thanks for our NHS and pray for the staff
who work in our GP Surgery, local hospitals,
hospices and Care Homes
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Sat 8th

Sun 9th

Mon 10th

Tue 11th

Wed 12th

Thu 13th

Fri 14th

Bible 2020 is a smartphone app. Please pray
that people’s lives will be transformed through
reading the Bible in 2020 and the world will be
significantly changed by the power of God’s Word
(Scottish Bible Society)
We give thanks for our young people in church
for our meetings on Sundays. We pray for each
one and for their Leaders, giving thanks for their
commitment. May there be special times of
sharing & caring
We pray for the residents who live in Ardrossan
Road & Arranview Gardens, We pray for the
congregation of Kilbirnie St Columba’s Church
and their Minister Rev Fiona Ross
We pray for our children attending school where it
can be difficult to live out life as a Christian. We
pray protection over each one and over their
faith. May they have a sense of Your Presence
everywhere they go
We remember our Brownies, Guides, Anchor
Boys and Boys Brigade. We give thanks for their
Leaders and their commitment also. We give
thanks that they meet in our church building, may
this be a safe place for them
We pray for all who are feeling the pain of grief
and loss. Dear Lord, we do pray for the comfort
of Your love to touch them with peace and bring
them hope for the future
We give thanks for all who are celebrating love
today. We remember Your great Love for us all
that You would give Your one and only Son that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life. Thank You.
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Sat 15th

Sun 16th

Mon 17th

Tue 18th

Wed 19th

Thu 20th

Fri 21st

Sat 22nd

We give thanks for Carol our Session Clerk, our
Elders, Team Members and all who work behind
the scenes to aid the smooth running of our
church
Father, how we give thanks & value our freedom
today as we think of our brothers and sisters
around the world who risk everything to worship
You
We pray for the residents who live in Arthur Court
and Arthur Street. We pray for Milala Presbytery
in Malawii with whom we are twinned
We give thanks for Rendezvous and for the
ladies who serve and the drivers who make it
possible for people to attend
We pray for young people and the influence of
Social Media. We do pray for wisdom for
parents. We pray for children who have been
affected by damaging influences.
“When it comes to praying for the world, where
on earth do you start… Yemen – widely seen as
the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, conflict has
left 24million people in need of urgent help”
(Tearfund)
We pray for the preparations being made for
Keswick Ayrshire being held 22nd – 24th May in
Kilmarnock. Also preparations for Franklin
Graham’s tour, visiting Glasgow 30th May
We pray for all who are caught up in Human
Traffficking, and pray for favour on agencies
working to release people from modern day
slavery
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Sun 23rd We give thanks for the beauty of God’s creation
as we see signs of spring on its way. We pray for
places all over the world that have been
devastated by natural disasters
Mon 24th We pray for the residents who live in Avondale
Road & Barony Glebe. The congregation of
Kilmory Church in Arran & their Minister Rev Lily
McKinnon
Tue 25th We give thanks for the ways You have guided
Betsi, Mandy, Brian and Douglas into ministry
and we pray Your enabling for each one.
Wed 26th Lent begins. “Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting.” Ps 139 v 23, 24
Thu27th We pray for over 70million people who, according
to UNHCR have been forcibly displaced from
their home as a result of persecution, conflict,
violence, or human rights violations. 37,000 new
displacements every day.
Fri 28th
We pray for the many services provided by
Glasgow City Mission – Advice, Skills for Life,
Social Activities, Exploring Christian faith. We
give thanks for the Winter Night Shelter – open
until 31st March.
Sat 29th We pray for all who are in the grip of addiction,
drugs, alcohol, pornography, gambling and for
the effect it has on family life. Lord, You can set
the captive free. We pray for freedom and
transformed lives.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2020
Sun 1st

We give thanks for James, Anna, John and
Alasdair. Lord, please bless them as a family
and meet their every need. Thank You for the
rich blessing they are to us. May they be
encouraged by our love and prayers
Mon 2nd We pray for the residents living in Bellard Road
& Bellard Walk. Kilwinning Mansefield Trinity
Church, and their Minister Rev Hilary
Beresford
Tue 3rd We pray for World Leaders. There are
problems far greater than any wisdom of man
can solve. What shall our leaders do in such
an hour? May they be humble before You and
seek godly wisdom
Wed 4th We pray also for our MPs MSPs and all who
are in authority over us
Thu 5th We remember missionaries and all who have
been called to serve You in other lands.
Please be to them all they need You to be
Fri 6th
World Day of Prayer. The service has been
written by the Christian women of Zimbabwe
and we pray for that country today
Sat 7th Messy Church today. We pray also for all who
live in areas of conflict around the world,
Yemen, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, parts of
Africa. O Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayers.
Sun 8th We remember our brothers and sisters who
are persecuted for their faith in the Lord Jesus.
We often read that they ask not to be saved
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from trial but for grace to endure no matter
how hard the way. Lord, hear their prayers
Mon 9th We pray for the residents who live in
Blackshaw Drive & Bowfield Road. Kilwinning
Old Parish Church , Interim Moderator Rev
Ross Mitchell and Parish Assistant Isobel
Black
Tue 10th We pray for all we know who are unwell, for
those with long term pain, and those who are
anxious and fearful. We ask for Your healing
touch
Wed 11th Lord, we remember all whose lives have been
devastated by Natural Disasters, those who
have lost loved ones and their livelihoods
Thu 12th The Banjar (Indonesian) are considered a
frontier unreached people group, i.e. the
population of Banjar Christians within this
group is less than 0.1%. Please pray that God
would send workers for the harvest. (Asialink)
Fri 13th Father, we give thanks & pray for
Peacemakers & Peacekeepers, Rescue
Workers, Aid Agencies, and services who
come to our aid in times of need
Sat 14th Loving Saviour, please help those who want to
work but lack health & strength, are long-term
unemployed, are prevented by others or
cannot find the right job. Open doors of
opportunity that bring fulfilment. (CARE)
Sun 15th Father we pray for all within our Church Family
who are in employment. We pray that by Your
enabling, they may be bright shining lights
where You have placed them. May they know
Your guidance in every situation
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Mon 16th We pray for the residents living in Burnside
Place & Caldwell Road. Largs Clark Church
and their Minister Rev David Watson
Tue 17th This summer, a new 5 day festival for
Scotland’s young people, ‘Magnitude,’ is to be
held in Lendrick Muir, near Kinross. Please
pray for all that is being prepared. (Scripture
Union)
Wed 18th We give thanks for Chaplains serving in many
situations. We pray for James’ role as a
chaplain in Ardrossan Academy & Kilmarnock
F.C
Thu 19th We pray for all who know the pain of loss. We
give thanks that You have promised never to
leave us or forsake us, so please assure those
who need You most that You are there walking
beside to comfort them
Fri 20th We pray protection for children who are in
care. We pray also for families who foster and
adopt children. Please give them the love,
wisdom and patience they need when difficult
situations arise
Sat 21st We pray for all who are who are living in
poverty, all who are hungry, have poor health
and are vulnerable in so many ways.
Sun 22nd Mothers Day!! We give thanks for homes
where there is much joy & thankfulness. We
remember also those for whom this is a difficult
day.
Mon 23rd We pray for the residents who live in Carlung
Place & Caldwell Road. Saltcoats North
Parish Church and their Minister Rev Alex
Noble
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Tue 24th We pray for our local schools, may they be
safe places where children can reach their full
potential. We remember pupils preparing for
exams
Wed 25th We give thanks for our health service and pray
for all who work in health care settings
Thu 26th As we get nearer to Easter, may we think more
and more about Your sacrifice Lord Jesus, be
humbled by Your mercy and full of
thankfulness
Fri 27th We give thanks for the work of Crossreach, the
Church of Scotland Social Care Council. They
are one of the largest care providers in
Scotland with experience across a broad range
of services.
Sat 28th We continue to pray for preparations for
Keswick Ayrshire, Franklin Graham’s visit and
pray for Refuel and other summer Christian
gatherings
Sun 29th We give thanks for the many who are retired
within our church family who have taken roles
& responsibilities that really help to bless our
church life
Mon 30th We pray for the residents who live in Castle
View & Chapleton Lane. We pray also for
Retired Ministers in the Presbytery
Tue 31st Heavenly Father, thank You for the amazing
gift of prayer. We can pray anytime, any place,
any where, believing that prayer changes
things.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – April 2020
Wed 1st We pray for God’s continued guidance for
every aspect of James’ ministry. We pray too
for Anna, John and Alasdair
Thu 2nd We pray for Betsi, Mandy, Brian and Douglas
as they prepare for Holy Week and Easter
Services
Fri 3rd
We pray for Carol our Session Clerk, our
Elders and Teams and all who work behind the
scenes to help the smooth running of our
church
Sat 4th Messy Church. May the message portrayed
through the story and the crafts mean
something very special to everyone who
comes, and we give thanks for those in the
kitchen who prepare the lovely meals
Sun 5th Palm Sunday. Our hearts cry “Hosanna” as
we meet Jesus in worship today. “Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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Church Diary Dates for
February & March 2020*
* Please check the Intimations sheet each week in Church, or
view them on the church website as meetings and details may
be changed or added.

FEBRUARY 2020
1 February 3:45pm
2 February 10:30am
2 February 2:00pm
2 February 7:00pm
4 February 9:30pm
4 February 10:30am
5 February 7:00pm

Messy Church
Morning Service, Junior Church
Headrigg Gardens Service
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study

9 February 10:30am
9 February 7:00pm
11 February 9:30am
11 February 10:00am
12 February 2:00pm
12 February 7:00pm

Morning Service, Junior Church
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Community Chords - Lower Hall
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study

16 February 10:30am
16 February 5:00pm
18 February 9:30am
18 February 10:00am
18 February 7:00pm

Morning Service, Junior Church
Family Celebration
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study

23 February 10:30am
23 February 7:00pm
25 February 9:30am
25 February 10:00am
25 February 2:00pm
26 February 7:00pm

Morning Family Service
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Guild The Big Picture Rev.James McNay
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study
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MARCH 2020
1 March 10:30am
1 March 10:30am
1 March 7:00pm
3 March 9:30am
3 March 10:00am
4 March 7:00pm
7 March 3:45pm

Morning Service with Communion
Headrigg Gardens Communion Service
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study
Messy Church

8 March 10:30am
8 March 7:00pm
10 March 9:30am
10 March 10:00am
10 March 7:30pm
11 March 7:00pm
11 March 7:00pm
12 March 7:30pm
13 March 7:30pm

Morning Service with Junior Church
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Team Leaders Meeting
Community Chords
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study
Team Leaders Meeting - Prayer Room
Cafe Church - Village Hall Theme: Happiness

15 March 10:30am
15 March 5.00pm
17 March 9:30 pm
17 March 10:00am
18 March 7:00pm

Morning Service with Junior Church
Family Celebration
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study

22 March 10:30am
22 March 7:00pm
24 March 9:30am
24 March 19:00am
25 March 2:00pm
24 March 7:30pm

Morning Service with Junior Church
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study
Kirk Session Meeting

29 March 10:30am
29 March 1.00pm
31 March 9:30am
31 March 19:00am
31 March 2:00pm

Morning Service with Junior Church
Evening Service
Women Who Pray - Prayer Room
Rendezvous - Lower Hall
Guild - Beetle Drive Ice Cream Fundraiser

* Please check the Church Intimations sheet each week, or view them on
the church website as meetings and details may be changed or added.
www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk or
WKPC Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/westkilbrideparishchurch/
Twitter page: @WKPC
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CHURCH DEFIBRILLATOR

Cardiac arrest occurs when the heart ceases to pump
blood around the body. There are two phases. A period
of fast irregular ineffective heart beats (ventricular
fibrillation), during which the opportunity exists to shock
the patient and convert this rhythm back to normal, then
total heart standstill (asystole) after which the heart
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cannot be restarted. A defibrillator is a device that gives
a high energy electric shock to the heart of someone in
cardiac arrest. However, defibrillation needs to be
provided as soon as possible. For every minute delay
chances of survival reduce by about 10%. Public access
defibrillators (PADs) may now be found in many busy
areas (e.g. workplaces, shopping centres, airports, train
stations, sports centres and community centres).
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In West Kilbride defibrillators are currently located outside
the Village Hall and inside the Community Centre and
Doctor’s Surgery. Only the defibrillator outside the
Village Hall is available 24 hours per day.
You don’t need to be trained to use a PAD. There are
clear instructions on how to attach the defibrillator pads
and operate the device. The defibrillator assesses the
heart rhythm and will only provide a shock if it’s needed –
a shock cannot be delivered accidentally or
unnecessarily. By both using a defibrillator and
performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) within a
short space of time you’ll give someone the best possible
chance of survival whilst waiting arrival of medical
responders.
Following the death, last year, of one of our members
outside the church one evening the Kirk Session decided
that we should install a defibrillator (there is no evidence
that a defibrillator would have changed the outcome in
this particular instance). We are proposing that a PAD be
installed in a cabinet on the front wall of the Bill Penny
Hall, readily accessible to both church users and the
general public 24 hours per day. We would hope to
install the PAD in the next couple of months
Operation of the defibrillator will be fully automatic. Once
applied to a person possibly suffering cardiac arrest and
switched on it will monitor the person’s heart and will
apply an electric shock should this be necessary,
advising persons to stand clear. The defibrillator will
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continue to monitor for any need for further electric
shocks. The proposed model will also assist someone
giving CPR by monitoring the compression rate and
force.
In a recent national survey, three quarters of people said
they wouldn’t feel confident enough to act if they saw
someone possibly having a cardiac arrest. We will help
by providing training in both defibrillator operation and
CPR.
If you are interested in learning how to, potentially, help
save a life please contact Richard de Courcy (01294
823375) or myself.
The skills you learn and the confidence you gain could be
used anywhere and at any time ……
Colin
McDougall (01294 823288)
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CROSSWORD

Crossword Clues & Answers
Across
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the
Maccabees are part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to —
your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down:
‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times
(Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)
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Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the
Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6)
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were
your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘
— salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm
me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s
son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the
cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel
13:10, RSV) (4,2)
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to —
(Genesis 8:5) (6)
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to
diseases (Luke 9:1) (4)
Answers
DOWN:
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec.
7, Add all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve.
18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.
ACROSS:
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical.
16, Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign
Lord.
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