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MINISTERôS LETTER 
 

What happens now? 
 
óThey were looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them.ô (Acts 1: 10) 

 
As I write this in mid July, we have just recently entered 
Phase 3 of the loosening of lockdown restrictions.  The lifting 
of restrictions means that there is a little more freedom in 
terms of getting out and about ï but we are still being 
implored to óstay safeô and face masks, from being worn very 
little, are now an essential part of daily life. 
 
Things are opening up ï and it feels a little strange to be 
back in shops and restaurants and cafes ï that is indeed, if 
we are able to get out to them and whether we want to 
because I am sure for many of us, there is a bit of wariness 
about being out amongst people once more, especially if our 
own health is not great. 
 
I love the verse above from the beginning of the book of 
Acts.  It tells of the disciples looking up into the sky after 
Jesus has ascended.  And I often wonder what they were 
thinking as Jesus disappeared from their view? 
It says in the verse that they looked óintentlyô.  Which means 
they were really, really looking! 
 
Perhaps they were looking to see where he was going. 
Perhaps they were longing for him to come back. Perhaps 
they felt a bit bereft ï after all, he was the one who had led 
them for the past 3 years or so. 
 
And maybe they were left with the question: 
 
What happens now? 
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What were they to do now? 
 
And sometimes in our own lives, we might feel that way ï 
and especially in present circumstances. 
 
We might wonder what the future might hold - how we as a 
world and a nation are going to get out of the predicament 
that Covid-19 has brought to us.  And of course, we ask the 
same question of ourselves as individuals. 
 
This is also a question for us as a church.  Since the 22

nd
 

March, we have been meeting as a church óvirtuallyô with our 
services online and our prayer meetings and other 
gatherings also online via Zoom. 
 
In many ways, we have had a small taste of what persecuted 
believers must experience in countries where Christians are 
not allowed to meet (or at least only meet in secret). 
 
For many, this has been an unnerving time when what we 
are used to in terms of óchurchô.  We canôt go into the building 
and we canôt physically meet for small groups and social 
gatherings and fellowship.  And perhaps this has been a bit 
disorientating and has led to questions about what faith is 
about. 
 
For others, this time has been a time when we have had to 
do óchurchô differently ï and that has been a positive. The 
main focus has not just been a Sunday morning because 
they can watch a church service at any time ï and online 
meetings have allowed a flexibility.  Indeed, over this period, 
we have seen more people óattendô our prayer meetings as 
well as our services. 
 
So where does this leave us? 
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In the verse above from Acts, we see that as the disciples 
are looking into the skies,  two men (angels) stood beside 
them.  The very next verse says this as the angels address 
the disciples: 
 
óMen of Galilee,ô they said, ówhy do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven.ô  
(Acts 1: 11) 

 
The disciples were looking into the sky ï but the angels 
encouraged them back into reality and into action. 
 
You see, Jesus had given them a commission ï to be 
witnesses for him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth. 
 
The message from the angels here is a gentle prod to stir the 
disciples into action ï to get to work in the knowledge that 
Jesus will return again. 
 
This is important for our own faith isnôt it? 
 
Because whether we are able to meet physically or virtually ï 
what is important is that we remember that faith in Jesus is 
not about the church building or even a Sunday Service.  It is 
about having a daily relationship with God through Jesus.  
And whilst these have been difficult times for us all, it is 
important that we keep our faith alive through cultivating that 
relationship ï spending time with God in his word and in 
prayer. 
 
Just because we cannot be in the building or meet together 
on a Sunday doesnôt mean that church stops ï or our faith 
stops.  Indeed, we need our faith more than ever. 
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So I encourage you, in these strange times to cultivate your 
faith in Jesus ï because as the angels said to the disciples ï 
He will return again!  And nothing will stop that. 
 
Letôs trust in the Lord ï letôs continue to encourage one 
another whether it is meeting in small groups or through 
phone calls or email or letters or in other ways. 
 
We believe in the resurrection and the church is still alive! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
 
 
PS ï As I write this, the Church of Scotland continues to 
keep local churches informed of when buildings can open 
once more.  Our own Presbytery has said that no building 
will open before 16

th
 August 2020 at the earliest. 

Colin McDougall as our People and Policy Team Leader as 
well as Carol Fulton as Session Clerk have been working 
hard at going through what will be needed for a safe return to 
the building.  The decision to open the building will need to 
be agreed by our own Kirk Session as well as Presbytery. 
 
Please be aware that we are working in the background to 
ensure a safe return to the building and we will try to get out 
information as soon as we can to the congregation.  Please 
also be aware that things might be a bit different for a while 
with everything that needs to be put in place. 
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Church Register 
 

The following people have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 
 

Muriel Maclean,   Halfway Street, died 17th May 2020. 
 
Matthew McCrindle,  latterly Buckreddan Care Home,  
 died 19th May 2020. 
 
Duncan Kernahan,  North Road, died 24th May 2020. 
 
Margaret Murray,   Stairlie Crescent, died 27th May 2020. 
 
Eileen Hinde,   latterly Hampshire, died 10th June 2020. 

(Eileenôs funeral was held in Basingstoke 
Crematorium on 6th July). 

 
Lorna Crawford,   Goldenberry Avenue, died 22nd June 2020. 
 
 
 
 

 

Marriage 
 

Congratulations to Daniel Smith and 
Rebecca Jeffery of Overton Drive who 
celebrated their wedding at Portencross on 
Friday 24

th
 July 2020. 

 

New Members 
 

We are delighted that David and 
Dawn Williamson, Gateside Street, 
have joined the church by transfer 
having recently moved from Stirling. 
We welcomed them on our online 
service on 7

th
 June 2020. 
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Youth Team 
 

Who would have thought on January 1
st
 2020 that by the 

end of March all Youth Work in our church would have 
moved online!  We were looking forward to Mark and 
others running our óGo Wildô programme.  This will still 
happen in the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Messy Church ran very successful virtual events and if 
you havenôt been able to go past the Church hopefully 
you have seen the photos of the lovely rainbows and fish 
which have brightened up our day. 
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Adventure Kids and Seedlings moved online at the 
beginning of lockdown and each week Shona, Anna, 
Hazel and I have taken it in turns to produce a video for 
our youngest children.  Chas puts the video together for 
us.  I think I speak for the four of us when I say it has 
been a steep learning curve but rewarding in so many 
ways.   
 
We already used Fishy Music in Junior church and Messy 
Church so we decided to use our óHello Songô to begin 
each week.  Our first series was about the Armour of 
God, Ephesians 6.  We contacted óOut of the Boxô based 
in Inverness who were very gracious and allowed us to 
chop their videos to suit our purposes. For both series we 
used material for Saddleback Kids based in the USA. We 
previously had used their material in Junior Church but 
we had to gain permission to use it online.  Again they 
were very kind and gave us their blessing to use it.  
We finished each programme with a song and again had 
to track down the owners of the music.  We have been so 
blessed that everyone has been so accommodating.  
 
Then the hard work begins, the few minutes video 
footage linking the programme together takes hours to 
video and cut before we send it to Chas.  You would think 
it gets easier each time we do it but no!  It causes us a lot 
of blood sweat and tears!  Not least when the video 
transferring service we used has been unavailable the 
past few weeks.   
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We asked the 
children to send 
us photos of the 
crafts.  Here is 
Aiden with his 
Armour of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our second series is about the Fruits of the Spirit found in 
Galations 5.  This had been a 9 part series and again 
weôve used Saddleback Kids to tell our Bible story.  This 
time weôve shown the children how to make a craft on 
video.  Iôve realised my calling was not to be a Blue Peter 
presenter.  Weôve used two different worship songs at the 
end of these videos. 
 
If you havenôt seen the Cheeky Panda singing the Fruit of 
the Spirit song then do have a look. The children love it!  
 
Weôve decided to take a short break at the end of this 
series.  Then we are going to think and pray about the 
way forward in line with Government and Church of 
Scotland guidelines. This time has given us the 
opportunity to think about how and what we do in our 
Youth Work and has given us the chance to improve and 
do things better. 
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Church Matters ï a Rhyming Acrostic 
 

Covid prevented us meeting together, 

Halted Rendezvous' weekly blether 

Undid our programme for Community Chords 

Reined back the BBs' activities and awards 

Cheated us of banners and flower displays 

Hijacked our services, silenced our praise. 

 

Messy Church and Seedlings lifted the gloom 

And we worshipped and prayed via YouTube and Zoom, 

Trending on Facebook, we were 'Church Without Walls'. 

Though we pray that soon our sanctuary and halls 

Echo once more to our worship and chatter 

Right now, it's the season to gather, not scatter ï 

Sharing fellowship in church really does matter. 

Harry Hunter 
 

Perfect Love 
 

What perfect love, how wonderful,  
My Saviour died to set me free.  
He took the place I should have had. 
He suffered there instead of me. 
Wounded for me, nailed to a cross. 
A crown of thorns upon his head. 
ñTis finishedò, were his final words, 
And so, for me, his blood was shed. 
 

What can I say? How take it in? 
A God who gave his only Son, 
Who knew my need, my helplessness 
And that there was no other one 
Could bring me to a Father's arms. 
Because of Jesus' righteousness 
I now can know my sins forgiv'n 
Can worship Him in holiness. 

H.M.F. 
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Yours Sincerely 
 

My name is Mark.  I will be 52 this year 
and Iôm married to the amazing Jane.  Iôm 
blessed with two awesome kids Luke and 
Laura.  You probably know us.  I hope we 
come across well, but have to admit that 
from the inside we seem to be a noisy 
family.  
 
I was asked to talk a little bit about faith 
and what faith means to me.  So I spent a 
few days asking Jesus what I should talk 
about.  This evening I took a walk up the 
hills behind our house, through the sheep 
enjoying the evening sunshine and got around to doing this.  It 
became clear to me that as far as Iôm concerned, having faith and 
hearing from God are interwoven, almost indistinguishable things.  
 
I grew up in a Christian home and was brought up in a Church of 
Scotland where we grew up in Kirkintilloch.  I think I came to faith 
quite early. Somewhere between the age of eight and 12 I started 
taking Jesus seriously.  I took upon it myself to read the entire Bible 
and spent hours poring over the simple line drawings in the Good 
News Bible.  I then read Pilgrims Progress  
 
I remember listening to the old minister in the church, with my eyes 
shut focussing on his voice and imagining it was actually Godôs 
voice.  I can also recall regularly praying, particularly at bedtime.  I 
can still feel what it was like to fall asleep in Jesus arms.  No matter 
how spiritual I have been able to be in my adult life I donôt think Iôve 
ever felt as close to Jesus as then.  
 
I remember in my days at college (sadly not an active Christian), I 
would find myself in Paisley Abbey around exam time needing to feel 
really small in the presence of a big God.  A big God who could really 
deal with my concerns.  
 
I think it is the simplicity of my childhood acceptance of Jesus that 
has made it easier for me to accept the fullness of God Because He 
was so real to me at this age, and I took the chance to explore Jesus 
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when so young, the experience has integrity.  It was not taught. It 
also feels pure.  
 
ñI am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep, they know me and my 
sheep know my voiceò paraphrased from John 10 
 
As I have grown, I have chosen to explore the relationship I know I 
have with Jesus.  House groups and involvement in many varied 
expressions of church have allowed this.  
 
I am employed as a surveyor , and find that there is a tension 
between being spiritual and being practical.  
 
I remember many years ago going to a business meeting which had 
the objective to secure business finance for a development. It was 
touch and go whether the finance would be forthcoming and I was in 
a car on the M8 heading towards Glasgow: in a traffic jam, destined 
to arrive late for the meeting which had every possibility of being a 
resounding failure.  
 
Feeling the panic rise, together with a sense of profound 
embarrassment at the stupidity of attempting to dream big, I at least 
had the presence of mind to be praying constantly.  As the traffic 
slowly crept towards the Kingston Bridge I became aware of a flat-
bed truck that had been passing us from time to time.  In the truck 
were some fence posts that were going to be delivered to various 
clients.  The names of the clients were written in black on the side of 
the fence posts.   As I began to look more closely at the fence posts 
we drew side-by-side and there on the side of three fence posts was 
the name of one client and it read PATIENCE.   PATIENCE .  
PATIENCE.  
 
When I sense God speak, I feel a warm glow which spreads.  I 
remember grinning from ear to ear- all panic melted away I 
remember walking into the meeting with such confidence knowing 
that my God had spoken to me.  The meeting was a success 
however It was more important that I had heard God speak and I 
responded.  
 
When I hear, feel or see God speak, every time I am right back to 
where I was as a wee boy falling into the arms of Jesus.  
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I often find it strange when people say they think they might have 
heard from God but theyôre not sure because it might have been just 
their imagination.  I genuinely approach such situations from a place 
of experience.  Despite my many failings Iôve learned that God is real 
and that he really does speak, and that he really does speak to me.  I 
usually say to people ñso Jesus is the good Shepherd and you and I 
are his sheep.  We know his voice so of course itôs us Jesus would 
speak to.ò  Itôs always a good idea to check with what the bible and 
very wise friends say (the idiot filter). 
 
We moved to West Kilbride in 2000 and continued travelling up to 
Glasgow to our previous church, however eventually started our 
biggest faith journey to date.  Adoption 
 
We decided when Luke and Laura were placed with us that we would 
focus our life in the West Kilbride area and bring the kids up in a 
church in which we felt comfortable.  Ideally they would be able to 
learn what being a Christian family in Christian fellowship sometimes 
looks like. 
 
I have to say that this has been the perfect choice.  Luke and Laura 
have been able to experience God, while discovering their forever 
family.  They have been able to contrast life with Jesus and life 
without Jesus.  It was with great pride that we were able to be 
supported by our church and enable Luke and Laura to come to their 
own faith decisions and be baptised on our local beach. 
 
All through our familyôs journey we have been supported by our 
church family, directly through James, Betsi, Mandy and Douglas, 
and the Youth team - but also indirectly.  The warm and loving 
atmosphere is felt deeply by us all, particularly the kids.  They have 
adopted one church member: Granny Ellen.  
 
Church is an extension of home.  As it should be.  
 
Thank you  
 
Mark 
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