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MINISTER’S LETTER
Let's not forget what Christmas is about!
Almost Christmas already?! Who would have thought it!
This year has been such a strange one hasn't it?
A perfectly normal start to the year with worrying rumours
of a strange virus emerging in China from February
onwards.
Then into March - and in the church we were advised not
to shake hands - but only to give an 'elbow bump'. On
15th March we held our 5pm Family Gathering in the
church - the last worship time together for over five
months. During that time, worship was online only mainly from the Manse garden - and it was amazing how
many dry days we had to be able to record services!
Finally, in late August we were able to re-open the
building again for worship. But of course, it has been
very different with social distancing measures in place,
facemasks on and being limited to only 35 people in the
Sanctuary. This has obviously meant that we have kept
our online presence going.
It has been a strange year where it has been difficult to
go anywhere or to meet family and friends.
However, as I write this there is much talk of vaccines
being available hopefully in the not too distant future
which will allow us to get back to some kind of normality.
There is light at the end of the tunnel!
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This year, as we have come up to Christmas I have
noticed that more people have put up their decorations
early this year.
I suspect that because of all that has happened this year
and because of the dark nights drawing in, people are
longing to have something to look forward to - some light
in the darkness.
Although the leaders in the UK are speaking about being
able to mix in limited groups over the Christmas period, it
is clear that Christmas is going to be very different this
year for many of us.
During this time, it is more important than ever for us to
remember what Christmas is about. That it is about more
than eating turkey together and pulling crackers (though
we enjoy these things). It is about the Light of the World
coming down into the darkness of this world - that we
might come into the light and know God.
This year, more than ever, we see our need of Jesus.
He is the 'light who shines in the darkness...and the
darkness has not overcome it.' (John 1:5)
May you know peace and joy this Christmas!
Yours in Christ,
James
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Christmas Services
As you will all be aware, things are very different with the
Covid-19 pandemic and holding services has been more
restricted than usual.
We are hoping to hold Christmas Services at the times below
- but please book in good time. Details as to how to do that
are below! Please note that services are limited to 35
people.
Please don't let that put you off - we will be delighted to see
you!

Blue Christmas Service
Saturday 12th December 2020 at 2pm.
This is a service for those who find this time of year
a difficult time due to bereavement.
Please book by the 11th December.

Christmas Eve
3pm - Family Service
(Please book by 3pm on 20th December to reserve
your seat).
(We will hold another Family Service at 5pm if there
is the demand. Details will follow as necessary).

Christmas Day
10.30am - Family Service
(Please book by 2pm on 24th to attend on Christmas
Day).
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How to Book
Either:
Phone Carol Fulton on 07535280123
or
Email:
sessionclerk@westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk

Gift Service
As usual we will be holding a gift service in the church.
This year it will be on Sunday 13th December.
The gifts that we collect will be going to local refugee
families in the area - and we are grateful to Deirdre
Murray who co-ordinates this for us.
This year is slightly different because we need wrapped
presents as we cannot get a team together to wrap gifts
due to current restrictions.
We are hoping to put some waterproof labels tied to the
railings at the church with the ages of those we need gifts
for. Please take a label, buy and wrap a gift - and we will
arrange a drop off point at the church for gifts.
Please keep tuned for more details!
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Church Register
The following people have passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers:
Mary Gibson,

Lawfield Avenue, died 5th October 2020.

Kathleen Wark,

Haylie House (previously Ardneil Avenue),
died 1st November 2020.

Elizabeth McConnell, Abbotsford Nursing Home (previously
Isle of Arran), died 4th November 2020.
Greig Brownlee,

Thelma Wilson

Moffat Wynd, Saltcoats,
died 11th November 2020.
The family of Thelma regret to advise that sadly
Thelma passed away on 29th September,
peacefully at home in Orkney after a short illness.
Due to current restrictions a private cremation
was held at Inverness. An interment service will
be held at Stevenston Cemetery at a later date to
be confirmed.

New Members
Delighted to announce that we have two new members by
transfer and resolution.
Janice Gallagher, Fullerton Drive.
Charles Senter, Nethermiln Road.
You are most welcome!

BB Christmas Post
The BBs are sorry to inform you that due to
the Covid-19 restrictions it is not possible to
offer the BB Christmas Postal service to the
community this December.
Nicol Armstrong
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SESSION SNIPPETS
The Kirk Session held a zoom meeting on the evening of
Tuesday 24th November. This was “attended” by 27
elders who all largely mastered the technology.
The meeting started as with a short reading from Isaiah
chapter 9 and followed by a prayer.
The minutes of our previous Session meeting were
approved. This was followed by dealing with items of
correspondence. Firstly, there was a letter was from
Audrey Brown who has decided to stand down as an
active elder after many years of service to the church in
West Kilbride. As is customary the session clerk will write
a letter of thanks and appreciation on behalf of the
session and the church family.
There followed reports from three of our teams. John
Coy for the finance team reported that although there has
been a shortfall of offerings during the pandemic of
around £2,000 per month, this was less than perhaps
could be expected and that the shortfall in finances were
manageable.
For the People and Policy team Colin MacDougal advised
us that safeguarding training was continuing, that our
church employees would receive increases in payment in
line with inflation and would continue to ensure no
employee fell below the UK living wage. He also
mentioned that the public access defibrillator was now
operational.
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Alison Ward for the youth team outlined some plans to
engage with our younger members during the run up to
Christmas. Thanks was given to Alison, Mark and Shona
and others for their continuing work with our young
people.
Other items discussed were the arrangements for our
Christmas Services and what format they would take in
these abnormal times.
Our tradition of collecting “retiring offerings” at Christmas
services will again happen this Christmas. The charities
chosen to benefit this year will be Mary’s Meals and
Medical Aid for Palestine.
We shall also organise by some means to collect and
distribute gifts for less privileged families in our village.
James made the point that it would be good if we could
enhance the Christmas decorations in the church this
year to provide an uplifting visual and sensory experience
in these difficult times.
After all this business, James presented a paper and
some thoughts on the streaming of our church services.
Figures of the number of times our streamed services are
being accessed are on the face of it encouraging,
especially early on during the pandemic. For instance,
there were 800 to1000 views for some of the services in
March/April. This may sound good at least for church
exposure. However, what they do not tell us, is for how
long any “view” on the streaming website is lasting or
indeed multiple views from the same person for the same
service. This might be counterbalanced by more than
one person in a household watching together.
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The more sobering data is that the average time of any
one “view” taken over all platforms was only around ten
minutes, many being much shorter. Thus, the question
arises, how many people are properly engaging with the
service?
The second main point James made was that the actual
attendance in person at the services in the sanctuary has
been rather less than the 35 capacity for whatever
reason. There is a concern that since the streaming of
services is so good and so “comfortable” at home, that
when the church eventually fully opens up there will be
fewer people attending in person than before lockdown.
This may be a pessimistic view of where we shall be at
the end of this pandemic but our minister James is
concerned about this possible scenario and stressed the
importance of corporate worship, togetherness and
socialising.
As one of our elders put it: “We are living in strange and
abnormal times.”

Stay safe.
Richard de Courcy

Kirk Session Minutes
If anyone wants a copy of past Session Meeting
minutes, please email Carol or the Church Office.
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Well, the Tearfund Big Quiz on Saturday 14th November,
which had to be held on Zoom, was certainly a Big Quiz,
when West Kilbride Parish Church members, relations,
and friends raised the wonderful amount of £1285! This
sum was reached by those registering to take part,
donations to the Tearfund Just Giving Page, and those
who donated directly to me.
On behalf of Tearfund, I can’t thank you enough for this
great effort, and would be grateful if those of you who had
relations and friends outwith the Church would please
pass on my thanks.
I must also thank James, our minister, for all his help in
setting up the zoom side of the quiz.
At the time of this edition of Church Matters going to print,
I have not heard from Tearfund with the final amount
raised overall on the night. I will let you know when I
hear from them.
Many, many thanks again
Alison Coy
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News from Elifadhili and Jenny Ayo
PO Box 1856
Morogoro
13th Nov 2020

Dear West Kilbride Parish Church,
Greetings to you from Morogoro! I
hope this finds you all still well
and managing lockdown. Here,
life has gone back to normal, we
are so thankful. It has been a
while since we have been in
touch, so first let me give a brief
update about us and then I will
introduce you to Mama Joshua.
Since last November, the centre
where we have been working
went through a leadership
transition that finished in March
this year. Because of that, we sensed it was right to take a one year
sabbatical to reflect, evaluate and consider our future ministry. This
started in June. Our goals for our sabbatical are:
1. Debrief the years of service and the leadership transition: we
are so thankful for Gods faithfulness and our mentors who have
walked with us.
2. Move in our own house: we moved in 10th July and the space is
such a gift, we love it!
3. Seek God for the next step: we are continuing to pray and invite
you to pray with us. We know ‘the what’ and are now seeking
God about ‘the how’ and ‘the when.’ Watch this space!
During this time, we have also been able to participate in various
online seminars, prayer and meetings that have encouraged us and
fed us spiritually.
Also, we have been involved in some church and community
ministry. We ran a youth seminar in a neighbouring church for a
week and Jenny travelled north for a 3 day seminar.
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Different friends had sent money for food parcels for vulnerable
families in the village and others sent money to boost Mama Julius’
vegetable business. She was recently widowed when an elephant
tragically killed her husband. It was a privilege to come alongside
them and share the generosity of others.
Now let me introduce Mama Joshua and her family.
Mama
Joshua
is
a
powerhouse
of
love,
strength, generosity with a
heart to serve. She is gifted
with children and has
become “Bibi” (Granny) to
many
young
children,
including ours. She loves
God and has a big servant heart. Truly knowing her is an honour. She
and her family have also become part of our family. We help each
other and work together. She helps Jenny with hand washing clothes
and we help support the children in their education. She also works in
YWAM Morogoro as a cook.
To give some back-story, originally Mama Joshua is from northern
Tanzania. She moved to Morogoro in 2013 after her husband was
murdered by his jealous relatives. As a result, her life became at risk
because she refused to become the second (or third) wife of one of
her brothers-in-law and her children were cut off from the extended
family. A horrific time of which ripples of the trauma continue to heal in
her children. Many of Mama Joshua’s eight children were shared
amongst her extended family immediately after the death of her
husband to support her.
Since arriving in Morogoro she has worked hard to successfully gather
all of her children back to her (see picture above: right back to right
front- Joshua, Martha, Mama Joshua, Zilipa, Habakuk, Ezra. Japhet
was shy to be photographed, Margret was taking the picture and Mika
works in YWAM in Kihonda). She has always wanted to give her
children a home and that they would build bonds as siblings.
Something she never knew, as her parents died when she was young,
and she and her siblings were separated.
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For the last couple of years Mama
Joshua has longed to build her
house. Since 2014 she has been
living in a three-roomed house made
of unbaked bricks. After six rainy
seasons it is in need of a lot of love
(see picture left). Mama Joshua
saved up from her salary £310 and
bought 5,000 bricks in 2018. Sadly, we were misled in their quality and
2,000 have become mush in the rains.
None of us wanted her to lose any
more so in May she took a massive
step of faith and started the
foundations of her new home! She had
saved £510 up slowly so this started
the foundations. YWAM gave £55
towards it and we added on £175 (see
picture right).
In July some friends of ours gave
towards building the walls (see picture).
Now we remain with the roof, doors and
windows and then they will move in and
carry on little by little. To finish building
her house it will cost as follows(£1:2,950 TSH Rate)
Stage
Roof
Windows
Doors
(external
doors)
TOTAL

Cost
£ 1,700
£ 240
£ 140

We have already raised £350 and
Mama Joshua has £290 and remain
with £1,440. We understand that in
the current economic situation there
is no ideal time to share this request.

We ask you to firstly, pray with us for
the funds and secondly prayerfully
£ 2,080
consider partnering with Mama
Joshua in whatever way you can to see her house built. Thank you
for taking the time read and pray.
Much love and many blessings from us to you,
Elifadhili and Jenny Ayo and Mama Joshua
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Yours Sincerely
My name is Paul Selman and I
grew up in Cheshire, spending
my early years south of
Manchester but moving to the
Wirral in my teens. Effectively, I
was an only child, my much
older half-sister having a life of
her own. We were not church
attenders though like most of
my contemporaries at school I
was confirmed into the Church
of England. Despite an early
interest in cricket and rugby,
short-sightedness during
adolescence put paid to team
games and I settled for modest success in cross country. By
far my main interest though was the burgeoning rock and folk
scene – hardly surprising for a teenager growing up on
Merseyside in the sixties. I had previously endured a year of
formal music tuition on the guitar which had fortunately
equipped me with a basic understanding of theory and chord
progressions. Regular attendance at a folk club in West Kirby
enabled me to mimic performers’ guitar styles.
After school I went to university to study a completely new
subject called environmental science. My parents were not
over-pleased as, like most people at that time, they thought
‘the environment’ would never catch on. Later, studying for a
Master’s degree at Heriot-Watt university I decided to go with
a friend to a St Andrew’s night ceilidh, organised by a group
called EBSA. On arriving, we discovered the initials stood for
Edinburgh Baptist Students’ Association and, despite
unexpectedly being surrounded by a bunch of Christians, we
reckoned they weren’t actually too weird. I danced with a
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nursing student from Edinburgh University called Jill and the
rest, as they say, is history.
After Jill and I married, we moved into a flat on the edge of
Edinburgh’s New Town, and I recall a nail-biting time trying
to get my first job during the deep economic recession of the
mid-seventies. I was relieved to end up working with Falkirk
Council, where I spent my time on Conservation Areas, Tree
Preservation Orders and undertaking an ecological survey of
the district.
After a few twists and turns, I ended up at Stirling university
in 1981 and, amongst other things, set up a Masters
programme in Environmental Management. We lived in
Dunblane where we chose to attend St Blane’s Church
rather than the cathedral, which was a little too formal for our
liking. This was a very formative period during which our two
sons, Peter and Christopher, were born. Although Peter
became a globe-trotter and Christopher a very metropolitan
London-based civil servant, both remain proud of their
Stirling roots. We still have good friends in the area and have
maintained contact with the minister (now retired to Oban)
whose two sons were contemporaries of our boys.
After a decade we moved to Cheltenham, where I became
professor of environmental planning at the embryonic
university of Gloucestershire. We became stalwarts at a
lively little Anglican church on the edge of Cleeve Hill. Jill
worked at a local nursing home before joining the county
social services department, working at a day centre in
Tewkesbury. Again, the area holds many memories, as we
made longstanding friends and enjoyed walking in the
Cotswolds and Malverns. Amongst many other things, we
were part of a group that organised and provided music for a
contemporary worship service at the local Methodist church,
which gave us a taste for being in a praise band.
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Our final work-related move was to Sheffield in 2004, where I
was proud to become head of the university’s worldrenowned Landscape department. (In case anyone is
interested, my research specialism was strategic landscape
planning – green infrastructure). Our move was delayed by a
becalmed housing market so I found myself staying away
from home midweek and, faced with empty evenings,
decided to take lessons in classical guitar. My standard of
playing was already pretty good (or so I thought) but I found
myself having to un-learn folk and rock styles and replace
them with correct musical technique, which led to a long
journey of reinvention.
When Jill was finally able to join me she fulfilled a
longstanding ambition to take a postgraduate course in
mental health nursing and so became a graduate of Sheffield
as well as Edinburgh. We lived on the edge of the Peak
National Park in a post-industrial village called Oughtibridge
and found a spiritual home at St Mark’s church in the
neighbouring village of Grenoside. Again, we made
longstanding friends, particularly through house group. We
became surprisingly attached to Sheffield and still miss its
quirky traditions such as local Christmas carols, the lively
music scene and walks in the Peak District. Even so, I
decided to apply for early retirement and left shortly after my
60th birthday.
We planned to move to somewhere by the sea but in striking
distance of Glasgow and thus stumbled upon West Kilbride.
At the outset I was apprehensive about moving from an
intensive job in a big city to retire to a distant village where
we knew no-one. It was a needless worry: the village was so
lively and friendly that we felt at home within a week. Our
musical interests found an outlet in the praise band as well
as the Music Society and community choir. The Spanish
conversation group has also proved invaluable as Peter
settled in Spain and we now have Spanish in-laws. On
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arrival, we joined a creative writing class at the community
centre, one result of which has been the emergence of my
alter ego, Harry Hunter. Like most Christians, I am terrified at
the prospect of traditional ‘evangelism’ but feel that we can
all reach out in ordinary ways through our individual Godgiven talents. My website (Holy Acrostics) attracts around
1500 hits a year and my hope is that Harry’s writings help
some of these visitors on their faith journeys.
Thank you to everyone who has helped us make a new
home in West Kilbride.
Yours sincerely, Paul Selman

Epiphany – a rhyming acrostic
(epiphany noun 1. the manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles as represented by the Magi [Matthew 2:1–12].
2. a moment of sudden and great revelation or
realisation.)

Eastern magi crossed hills and deserts to seek a king,
Princes in their own realms, they brought a royal offering;
In distant Judaea they knew God would reveal his face,
Prophecy and star now combined to fix time and place.
Herod sought a death – to him, God’s new thing posed a threat,
Although the magi sought a revelation and became wiser yet.
Not all who see the Christ-child accept him in their heart:
You alone must respond to his gift of a fresh start.
Harry Hunter
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Monthly Prayer Diary: December 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1st
“In the
beginning
God…”
Lord, we
want to lift
You high
above all
our worldly
concerns
and worship
You

Wednesday
2nd
God of
Light,
please
come and
be with all
who sit in
darkness,
scarred by
the events
of these
past months

6th
Heavenly
Father, we
pray for
Your church
in this
season to
share Good
News!

7th
God of all
comfort, we
pray for all
who know
the pain of
grief and
loss

8th
God of all
wisdom, we
pray for our
politicians
and all the
decisions
they have to
make

9th
Mighty God,
grant
wisdom,
integrity &
compassion
to World
Leaders

13th
You are the
God who
saves, and
we thank
You for the
day you
saved us

14th
Creator
God we
pray for all
whose lives
are affected
by Natural
Disasters

15th
Prince of
Peace we
pray for all
whose lives
are torn
apart by
war &
conflict

16th
You are the
God who
sees…we
pray for our
brothers &
sisters
facing
persecution

Thursday
3rd
Gracious
God. We
give You
thanks and
praise for
our Minister
James,
Anna his
wife & their
sons John
and
Alasdair
10th
Faithful
God, we
pray for all
who have
become
unemployed
or are in
fear of
losing their
job
17th
You are the
One who
hears our
prayers.
We pray for
a worldwide
Spiritual
Awakening

20th
Lift up our
heads to look
for the
coming King,
to bow before
Him, and
adore Him
and sing to
praise and
worship Him!!

21st
Sustainer
God,
We pray for
all who work
in our GP
Surgery,
local
hospitals,
Care Homes
& Hospices

22nd
JehovahRapha, the
God who
heals. We
remember all
who are
waiting for
tests,
receiving
treatment,
waiting for
surgery

23rd
We pray for
all who will
be working
over the
Christmas
period. We
pray also and
for the many
families who
will be apart

24th
However
different this
Christmas
looks, we
give thanks
that You are
the same,
yesterday
today and
forever

27th
Lord Jesus,
You came to
seek and
save the lost,
we bring
before you
those we
love who
have yet to
respond to
your call

28th
God of all
hope, we are
hopeful for
the success
of the Covid
vaccines.
We give
thanks &
pray for work
done by
scientists &
medical
researchers

29th
Lord, You
give strength
to the weak.
We pray for
all with longterm Covid
symptoms.
Also we ask
for all who
struggle with
addiction

30th
Praise God
from whom
all blessings
flow. As we
look back
over 2020 &
the many
difficulties,
we take time
to look for
and count our
many
blessings

31st
“The Lord
himself goes
before you
and will be
with you; he
will never
leave you or
forsake you.
Do not be
afraid; do not
be
discouraged.”
Deut 31 v 8

Friday
4th
Lord, please
equip,
inspire and
strengthen
all who
serve You
in Ministry.
Keep them
close by
You

Saturday
5th
We pray for
all who
have been
working on
the Front
Line in our
hospitals
and Care
Homes & in
the
community

11th
We pray for
Glasgow
City
Mission’s
Winter
Overnight
Welcome
Centre

12th
Lord, from
whom
nothing is
hidden, we
pray for all
struggling
with Mental
Health
issues

18th
Lord Jesus,
may all
children
come to
know how
precious
they are to
You
25th
You were
born to
Mary and
Joseph in
Bethlehem,
Hallelujah!!!
Be born
anew &
afresh in
hearts
seeking You
today

19th
Lord, you lift
up the
fallen. We
pray for the
work of Aid
Agencies,
Rescue
Workers
26th
We pray for
families,
and for the
struggles
that may be
going on
behind
closed
doors. For
where there
is much joy
we rejoice!
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Monthly Prayer Diary: January 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3rd
We pray
that You
will
encourage,
direct and
equip our
Minister
James in
every
aspect of
his ministry

4th
Please
refresh and
renew all
who have
been
working on
the Front
Line during
the
pandemic

5th
We pray
for the
many
around
the world
who long
for a Bible
in their
own
language

6th
Epiphany…
Lightbulb
moments
Let’s pray for
family,friends
neighbours,
colleagues to
see and
experience
the love of
Jesus!

7th
We pray
for Carol
our
Session
Clerk, our
Elders & all
who serve
in their own
way to
sustain the
work of
wkpc

10th
Lord, we
pray in this
new year
that we
would have
a greater
desire to
read,
meditate &
live by your
Word
17th
We pray for
our church
family.
Maybe we
still are not
together, but
we are still
all family!

11th
We pray for
our local
schools to be
safe places.
May
Chaplains,
SU Groups,
Pastoral Care
be welcomed

12th
We pray
for the
logistics of
the Covid
vaccine to
be made
available to
all & in all
nations.
We give
thanks.
19th
Lord, so
many
areas of
conflict
around the
world. We
ask for all
who live in
fear
26th
Betsi
Mandy
Douglas
Brian,
Rev Nigel
Chikanya
@
Kirkgate

13th
We pray for
integrity and
for godly
wisdom for all
World Leaders
& their
advisors

24th
Count your
blessings!!

18th
We pray for
all who are
caught up in
addiction.
We pray
especially for
children
addicted to
pornography
25th
Compassion
Partners
around the
world supporting
children &
families

Friday
1st
Lord our
God, we
commit our
New Year
to You.
Please
strengthen
us & direct
us in all our
ways
8th
God who
feels our
pain, we
pray for all
whose
hearts are
broken.
Please
comfort all
who mourn

Saturday
2nd
Lord, please
provide for all
our needs so
that we might
in turn be a
blessing to
those in need

14th
We
remember
the frail, the
elderly and
the lonely
during these
winter
months. May
we reach out
in love

15th
We pray for
Persecuted
Christians
around the
world. They
ask for
grace to
stand strong
whatever
comes

16th
We pray for help
& understanding
for all with
chronic longterm pain and
those in distress
due to mental
illness

20th
We pray 2
Chronicles 7
v 14 over the
people of
America today
as their new
President is
sworn in.

21st
We pray for
our local
businesses
affected by
lockdowns.
We pray for
recovery

22nd
We do give
thanks again
that You are
a God who
hears and
answers
prayer

23rd
We pray for all
who have lost
their jobs or live
in fear of
unemployment.
For all who have
been plunged
into poverty

27th
SU Equip
Online –
giving S3 S6 pupils
opportunity to
explore their
faith

28th
Pray for the
work of
Chaplains in
all walks of
life

29th
All who are
waiting for
tests,
results,
surgery, or
having
treatment

30th
“Our help comes
from the Lord,
the Maker of
heaven and
earth”

9th
Lord, we pray
for our
politicians here
and in
Westminster
as they work
through all the
difficult
decisions to be
made

31st
Prayer
changes
things!!
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Crossword Clues and Answers
Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a
— , and spreads them out like a tent
to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in,
when it returned to Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days
as a blind prisoner in Babylon
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke
9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so
was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar
the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel
17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory (Titus
3:2) (9)
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt
(Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John
20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?’
(Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings
5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne.
24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14,
Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, Leah.
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