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Minister’s Letter
Change is coming.
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.’ Joshua 1:9
As I'm writing this, it is the Bank Holiday Monday at the
end of May - and it is the hottest day of the year so far.
We have had some dry weather so far this year - but we
haven't had much heat. And so it has been nice to have
some sunshine for the long weekend. Perhaps the
weather is changing for the better!
Indeed, there are a lot of things that are changing. Covid19 restrictions are cautiously being eased which is good
news for everyone. And hopefully, as the vaccine
programme continues to be rolled out, this will continue
and things will begin to return to something more normal.
Things are also changing within the church - both
nationally and locally.
Locally, we have been pleased to have had the church
building open since the 9th May and have been holding
services at 10.30am and 4pm. It has been lovely to see
people in person! Obviously, the format of the services is
slightly different at the moment and numbers continue to
be limited - but we have all the safeguards in place, so if
you do want to come to a service, then please remember
to reserve your seat - we would be delighted to see you.
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Of course, we will continue to also stream services online
too.
Recent government guidance has been updated, and it
appears that we will be able to sing (with masks on) when
we go to Level 1. I know that a number are looking
forward to congregational singing again.
The Kirk Session is very aware that 'church' going
forward is going to look different and we are not quite
sure what form it will take. There are many questions
that we have to face up to.
To this end, we have committed to monthly prayer
meetings to discern the way forward and to wait upon the
Lord at this time.
As well as changes locally, there are also changes
nationally. I have just attended the General Assembly as
a Commissioner (online). Some of the statistics coming
from the national church are quite staggering. Here are a
couple of them:
• Church membership dropped by 50,000 to just over
300,000 from 2015 to 2019.
• 60% of ministers are expected to retire within 10
years.
To this end, the Church of Scotland has made the
decision to cut the number of full-time ministries to 600
(with 60 vacancies) from the current figure of around 800.
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Locally, in Ardrossan Presbytery, this means a cut from a
2011 figure of 23.1 paid ministry posts to 13.5.
At one level, this seems quite 'doom and gloom', but
these cuts have been brought forward as part of a
Mission Plan with the hope and prayer that a bit of
necessary pruning will allow for growth. Pray that this
would be so!
In these changing times, it can be very easy to become
downcast or despondent at all that is happening - and to
hanker after the past and to be scared as to the future.
That is where the verse above from Joshua 1 may be
helpful to us.
Remember, that the Israelites had been in the wilderness
for 40 years after the Lord had delivered them from
Egypt.
They had Moses as their leader - and now Moses had
died and Joshua had taken his place.
Understandably, he must have felt nervous about the
calling God had given to him to lead the people into the
promised land. Perhaps he was tempted to stay where
he was in the wilderness - a place that was familiar.
And yet, the Lord was leading them to somewhere new somewhere that he had promised to his people.
Into this situation, God called Joshua to 'Be strong and
courageous' and not to be 'discouraged or afraid'. Why?
Because the Lord was with him.
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Now, in no way am I suggesting that we, as a local
congregation or national church, are entering into the
Promised Land! But we are certainly going somewhere
new. During this time, we need to keep seeking after the
Lord - and follow his leading and guiding wherever that
may take us.
And though it may be uncomfortable at times, this is also
a time to 'be strong and courageous' and to trust in a God
who will never leave or forsake his people.
So, during this time, let us seek after the Lord together,
let us care for one another, let us be strong and
courageous in whatever we face going forwards.
Yours in Christ,
James
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Church Register
The following people have passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers:
Bill Cunningham,

Pantonville Road, died 11th April 2021.

Anna Kane,

Arranview Care Home, died 25th April 2021.

Janet Horton,

Caledonia Care Home, died 26th April 2021.

Alastair Penney,

latterly Giffnock, previously Corsehill Drive,
died 22nd May 2021.

Helen Raeside,

Largs, died 26th May 2021.

Rev. David Hebenton, Fauld's Wynd, died 29th May 2021.

Baptism
We were delighted to celebrate the baptism
of Jack Rossiter, son of Mark and Rhonda,
on 30th May 2021.

Births and Congratulations!
Congratulations to new grandparent Ruth Donaldson with
Jack Patrick Wallace Noonan born to
Hannah and Ger on 28th March in Perth,
Australia.
Fiona and Richard de Courcy are proud to
announce the safe arrival of our first
grandchild Penelope “Penny” de Courcy
Southcott, born to Emma and Ronan on 16th May 2021.
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Alison Ward
Yours sincerely….
I was born and brought up in
Glasgow, the youngest of
three children. My parents
would not have called
themselves Christians but
were sympathetic to
Christianity and having had
us all Christened (the term
used in the Episcopal
Church) they felt they should
do something about the promises they had made. They
settled on sending us to Crusaders (now renamed Urban
Saints), allowing us to make up our own minds.
It was at Crusaders that I became a Christian and I am
forever grateful to the leaders there for their teaching and
support. They encouraged me in my stuttering attempts to
learn how share my faith with young people, something I still
seem to be doing these very many years later!
Crusaders had another profound impact on my life. In my
very early days at Glasgow University, I started talking to an
older student of English Literature because he was wearing a
Crusader badge. His name was Alan Ward and the rest, as
they say, is history!
We got married after I graduated and having attended what
was then called Selection School in the Church of Scotland,
Alan left teaching to start his Divinity degree at Edinburgh
University. Meanwhile, I went to Moray House and started
teaching in West Lothian. We lived in Livingston, then a
fairly raw new town and our experience of worshipping in the
Ecumenical Church there gave us both an appreciation for
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other denominations, something which Crusaders had also
fostered.
Alan did his probationary period in Fife where I started to
work out what being “the minister’s wife” meant to others –
but more importantly, to me! From there, we moved to
Dumfries where Alan was minister of Greyfriars Church. If
you know Dumfries, that is the church in the centre of the
town to which Robert Burns has his back turned! Michael
and Simon were both born in Dumfries which makes them
“Doonhamers”.
Partly for family reasons, we moved to Cambuslang, to be
closer to my parents and my sister, Kathryn, who had
developed diabetes and gone blind. We were there for 17
years. Once the boys were both at school, I dipped my toes
back into the world of work in a Church of Scotland project,
in an exchange organisation for teenagers before the
concept of gap years came about and had *** exciting and
challenging years working for what was then called the BBC
Radio Helpline. It still exists in a different form as the BBC
Action Line.
I was made redundant from that job when Capita took it over
and saw an advert for teaching in prison. I wanted to work
part time and this would be a return to my teaching roots in
what sounded like an interesting environment. I really
believe that God moved me into this new area of work. I
started in Polmont, working with Young Offenders but when
Alan moved to Ardgowan Parish Church in Greenock, there
were no vacancies in Greenock Jail. The members of the
vacancy committee were aghast that I had been willing to
move when there was no job for me but God was in charge
and after two weeks, I got a phone call asking if I could do a
few days cover in Greenock Jail. I finally “escaped” 11 years
later when I retired!
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My subject was English, more like basic literacy in the prison.
Call it God’s sense of humour or a quirk, but I ended up
teaching Maths – and I’m the first to admit I can’t do Maths!
It did make me very sympathetic to my students and I
managed to get them up to Higher level at which point they
tended to be released or moved on, much to my relief. I also
taught a cookery course in a multi-purpose room with one
microwave as my only resource. As you can see, teaching in
the jail had unexpected challenges. It was a great job - I met
some very interesting people and learnt a lot, often about
injustice.
In 2008, in the wake of the financial crisis, we found
ourselves able to think about buying somewhere to retire to.
Church of Scotland guidance says you should move away
from your last parish and we started looking down the coast
from Greenock. I had never been in West Kilbride in my life
but 47 Meadowfoot Road ticked all the boxes and we bought
it and rented it out, anticipating we would retire there
eventually.
God had other plans, however and in 2010 Alan’s was
invited to become an Interim Minister which meant, among
other things, moving into our own home. We had decided
that I would start putting down roots as Alan’s work was
peripatetic. That is when I joined the congregation of WKPC.
Being asked to become an elder was totally unexpected and
taking on the Youth Team leadership, Holiday Clubs, Junior
Church and Messy Church have involved steep learning
curves for me. I am grateful to all the members of the Youth
Team and all the volunteers who have supported our work,
teaching young folk the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Alison Ward
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Stuck for a birthday idea….?

If you are looking for a really original idea which helps
people in the developing world and contributes to
reducing plastic pollution, why not try “bin twinning”?
I hadn’t heard of this scheme but I recently received a gift
of bin twinning and my purple bin now has a stylish
sticker telling everyone about the scheme!
This scheme is part of TearFund’s work in Uganda. By
taking part, you are helping to fund a recycling business
in Uganda which employs workers, some of them
disabled, to collect and recycle plastics. While we worry
about plastic pollution on our beaches and in the oceans
of the world, it poses a serious health risk in countries
such as Uganda.
Sounds interesting? The website can be found at
www.bintwinning.org

Spread the word, send it as a present to that hard-to-buyfor person and let’s see if we can get lots of our purple
bins with bin twinning stickers!
Alison Ward
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Tower Troubles
If you live in West Kilbride you will have seen the signs
and taped off area around the bell tower and the Bill
Penny Hall entrance where a piece of stone from the
tower of West Kilbride Parish Church came down
recently, which most certainly would have caused severe
or fatal injuries to any one passing underneath.
The church has stood since 1882, built in the French
Gothic style favoured by the United Free Church. The
church is a Grade B listed building. The Old Red
Sandstone rock the church is built of came from
Ballochmyle and is not uniform in its hardness and
resistance to erosion by wind and the elements. Water in
crevices and bedding planes expands in a frost, flaking
off chunks of stone. The place where this particular piece
of stone came off is in the west facing aspect of the
double arch of the bell tower.
The area has been barriered off around the base of the
tower following an inspection by the structural engineer.
He reported high general concerns about the condition of
a number of areas of stonework and pointing throughout
the upper levels of the steeple, mainly centred on the
openings at the level where the bell was located.
Fabric Team leader Billy McFarland has reported to the
Kirk Session, “A further, more detailed external inspection
is being arranged. This will involve the appointment of a
firm of steeplejacks, who will report to the structural
engineer, who will then produce his recommendations.
Unfortunately, all of this, and subsequent work, will take
some considerable time and, no doubt, expense.
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In the meantime, the restrictions around the tower will
have to remain in place.”
It will be a long journey but the tower and other areas of
stonework will be restored, and the Lord will help us
source funds to effect these repairs
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A Time To Embrace
A rhyming acrostic
“a time to embrace and a time to refrain from
embracing” (Ecclesiastes 3:5)

At first we thought it would not last very long,
This ‘new normal’ of elbow bumps – we were wrong.
It became a time for us to refrain from embracing,
Mouthing our kisses from a two-metre spacing.
Encountering friends, we stopped short and withdrew,
Touching became a luxury, hugs became taboo.
Old folk close to death could not understand
Eye-moist loved ones who would not hold their hand,
Masks covered lips that craved a final kiss –
Bidding last farewells was never meant to be like this.
Relatives and friends severed by borders and oceans
Awaited a chance to share long-suppressed emotions.
Covid’s grip is loosening: soon we’ll re-discover touch,

Embracing friends and family we’ve missed so very much.
Harry Hunter
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Monthly Prayer Diary: June 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1st
We pray for
India and
other
countries
reeling from
the effects
of Covid

Wednesday
2nd
We pray for
the
vaccinations
to be
available all
around the
world

Thursday
3rd
We about
the effects
of climate
change on
our
beautiful
world

Friday
4th
Torrential
rains have
caused flash
flooding in
Yemen
affecting
thousands of
families
11th
We pray for
all who are
grieving and
who know the
pain of loss.
May they
know that
You walk
step by step
with them

Saturday
5th
We pray for
ongoing
conflicts
around the
world

6th
We give
thanks and
pray for
our
Minister
James,
Anna his
wife and
their sons
John &
Alasdair
13th
We
remember
Mandy,
Betsi,
Douglas
Brian,
Nigel at
KIrkgate,
and
Duncan
here with
us.
20th
Father’s
Day. Lord,
we thank
You that
You are a
Good,
Good
Father and
we are
loved by
You

7th
We pray for
the
preparations
being made
for the
Climate
Change
Conference
in Glasgow
in
November
14th
This is
Refugee
Week…O
Lord, in
Your mercy
we pray for
all who have
been forced
to leave
their homes

8th
‘Jungle
Adventures,’
this year’s
SU Holiday
Clubs
theme. We
pray for all
the
churches
taking part.

9th
We give
thanks for
the UK’s
successful
Vaccination
Programme
and for the
freedoms
we are able
to enjoy

10th
We pray for
all the
families
who have
experienced
difficult life
changes
during
lockdown

15th
We pray for
all who
struggle
with
addiction,
Lord, please
be their
strength in
times of
weakness

21st
Pray for
Barnabas
Funds’
campaign to
end the
killing of
Christians in
Nigeria’

22nd
We pray for
local
businesses
as they
hope to
recover
during the
summer
months

16th
We give
thanks The
Glasgow
City Mission
could
reopen their
City Centre
Project,
providing
much
needed
care
23rd
We pray for
all who are
in authority
over us, & ,
especially
the newly
elected
MSPs as
they settle
in

17th
We pray for
all who
work in our
local GP
Surgery,
local
hospitals,
Care
Homes &
Hospices

18th
Our schools
close for the
summer &
we give
thanks for all
who have
worked
together to
keep
everyone
safe.

24th
We pray for
family life in
all its
shapes and
sizes – for
homes
where there
is much joy
& those
where there
is discord

25th
We pray for
our
neighbours.
May we be
shining
witnesses for
You Lord
Jesus, &
please bless
our
conversations

19th
We pray for
families as
they
explore
how to
provide
healthy
parameters
for their
children
regarding
online use
26th
We pray for
our friends
& family
having
longed for
holidays
and pray
for those
who can’t
get away

27th
We
remember
our twinned
church in
Emazwini,
and for all
who have
been called
to serve in
other lands

28th
We pray for
Charities, Aid
Agencies and
Volunteers.
May they
receive the
financial
support they
need

29th
We give
thanks for
The Village
Larder.
Open Tues &
Friday. We
pray for it’s
success & for
all the
organisers &
volunteers

12th
We pray for
all we know
who are
unwell,
waiting for
results,
having
treatment,
or with long
term pain

30th
Every day
here in WK,
we have the
opportunity to
behold the
beauty of
God’s
creation.
May we give
thanks today
& everyday
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Monthly Prayer Diary: July 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

4th
Lord Jesus,
may
everything
we do as a
Church be
All about
You. Holy
Spirit Come
to inspire
and
empower
us

5th
We pray for
Compassion’s
local church
partners
around the
world as they
seek how
best to
continue
support
children &
families

6th
We pray
for families
who are
separated
by distance
and have
still been
unable to
meet up
following
Covid
restrictions

11th
We pray
that
children
who learn
of Your love
in their
young
years will
never loose
sight of it

12th
As we pray
for WKPC, for
Your leading
& guiding, we
pray for our
Presbytery &
for the C of S
and the
church in
Scotland

13th
We pray
for all who
work in our
GP
Surgery,
local
hospitals,
Care
Homes &
Hospices

7th
We give
thanks for
all who
served us
on the Front
Line,
especially
in
healthcare,
& pray for
their mental
health &
wellbeing
14th
We pray for
all who are
unwell,
waiting for
test results,
surgery or
having
treatment,
those with
long covid

18th
Lord, how
we have
missed
singing
together,
worshipping
You. We
give thanks
for all our
musicians &
for Hymn
Writers
25th
We
continue to
pray for
those who
received
the Try
Praying
booklets

19th
Refuel 21
Festival of
Faith is taking
place this
week. We
pray for
Christian
Conferences,
SU Holidays
& events that
renew &
refresh faith
26th
We pray for
the future for
our young
ones. In an
uncertain
world, may
they hold tight
to You Lord

20th
We pray
for all
whose
lives are
marked by
trauma. All
who suffer
domestic
abuse.
Refugees,
victims of
war
27th
We pray
for the
media, for
honest
witness
reporting
of the truth.

21st
We pray for
our World
Leaders.
May they
seek Godly
wisdom and
have a
heart to
serve their
nation with
integrity &
compassion
28th
We pray for
all who are
trapped in
the cycle of
poverty,
who don’t
have food,
homes,
jobs, hope

Thursday
1st
We pray for
every
aspect of
James’
Ministry to
be guided
by You,
Lord
8th
We give
thanks for
the
scientists &
researchers
who worked
to find the
vaccines –
and for
those who
trialled
them

Friday
2nd
We pray for
Your
leading &
guidance
for Carol
our Session
Clerk, & our
Elders
9th
We pray for
the global
role out of
the
vaccines,
that they
will be
distributed
fairly &
effectively
all around
the world

Saturday
3rd
We also
pray for our
Team
Members &
all who
work behind
the scenes

15th
We give
thanks for
Bible
Societies &
for all the
resources
they
produce to
spread the
Word

16th
May our
politicians &
all who are
in authority
over us be
known for
their
integrity,
wisdom &
compassion

22nd
We pray for
all whose
lives are
devastated
by natural
disasters.
May they
have the
resources
they need
to rebuild
their lives
29th
We pray for
the lost, the
least and
the broken
and those
who are
running
away from
You

23rd
We pray for
our
persecuted
brothers &
sisters
around the
world who
face great
danger by
standing
firm in their
faith
30th
We pray for
chaplains in
all walks of
life. Lord
please give
them divine
appointments

17th
For all who
are
grieving,
who know
the pain of
loss, may
they know
You are
there in the
midst of it
all
24th
We pray for
continuing
safety for all
our young
people
during the
school
holidays –
physically,
emotionally,
mentally

10th
We pray for
all the
resources
that Aid
Agencies
and
Charities
need at this
time. We
give thanks
for them &
all they do

31st
We give
thanks for
the
difference
knowing
You has
made to our
lives
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Crossword Clues
and Answers
ACROSS
1 Military tactic used by Joshua to attack
and destroy the city of Ai
(Joshua 8:2) (6)
4 Place of learning (6)
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took
a stone and put it under him and he sat
on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)
9 Unpleasant auguries of the end of the
age, as forecast by Jesus
(Matthew 24:7) (7)
10 Stronghold to which girls in King
Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were
taken (Esther 2:8) (7)
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9)
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)
19 So clear (anag.) (7)
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the great banquet
(Luke 14:20) (7)
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)
23 Musical beat (6)
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the first Passover
(Exodus 12:22) (6)

DOWN
1 Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
2 Art bite (anag.) (7)
3 ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
5 Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
6 Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
7 Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
9 ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter morning (John 20:1) (5)
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5)

SOLUTION
DOWN: 1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9,
Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, Alley.
ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 12,
Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 24, Hyssop.
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YOUTH TEAM REPORT: May 2021
As restrictions are eased, the Youth Team is praying
about the best way to serve and teach our young folk
after the summer. We recognise that Sundays are often
not the best time to gather young people and we will need
to be radical and flexible in what we offer. This may
mean that “Junior Church” as we knew it will not take
place with structured age groups but that there will be
opportunities offered at other times of the week. Messy
Church is also reviewing how it will operate after the
summer, assuming that we are allowed to meet physically
again.
I am retiring as the Youth Team leader as from June. I
would like to thank the members of the Youth Team and
other volunteers who have supported the work over the
past 10 years – it really has been a team effort! I am
delighted that Shona Lidbury and Rhona Clark are going
to be joint leaders of the team, starting in September and
I know they would value your prayers for them now and
as they take new things forward.
Please pray for the Youth Team members as they
consider possible ways of structuring our youth work.
These are challenging times for the church but we serve
a faithful God who encourages us and supplies all our
needs.
Alison Ward
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