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Minister’s Letter
Advent
Can you believe that Advent is here already? I know that
I can’t – and yet, I note that the shops already have their
Christmas decorations up and some houses do too.
This year, as well as last year, has been a difficult one for
us all and I suspect that we will see Christmas trees and
decorations go up early this year as we found last year.
In the midst of the gloom and as the dark nights draw in,
people want to add some light and some cheer and who
can blame them?
In the midst of bad news, everyone is looking for a bit of
good news. And of course, that is why Advent is so
important for us as Christians. The word Advent is
derived from the Latin ‘Adventus’ which means ‘coming’.
It is about celebrating the coming of the King, the coming
of the Messiah, the coming of Jesus.
The coming of Jesus is, as the angel says to the
shepherds in Luke’s gospel, ‘Good news of great joy for
all the people’.
Good news! How we need that at this present time!
Great joy that is for everyone!
The fact is that the coming of Jesus is the best news we
could ever receive. Because if Jesus had not come, our
world would remain dark and broken. Our sin could
never be forgiven and we would only have the prospect of
death and despair.
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But Jesus did come to earth! He came as the light of the
world into our dark world. He came as ‘Immanuel’: God
with us. He came to bring life and hope!
This is why Advent is so important. This is what we
celebrate at Christmas!
During this period, may you have time to reflect on the
Saviour that has come, may you put your faith in this
Saviour, and may you know the hope that he brings.
And of course, the coming of Jesus isn’t the end of the
story. He went to the cross at Calvary to pay for our sin –
and on the third day, he rose again – he conquered death
and brought life.
And though Jesus is no longer physically present with us,
he promised that he would come again – not this time as
a baby born in Bethlehem – but in glory. Every eye will
see him and every knee will bow before him.
So, during Advent, we celebrate Jesus’ coming into the
world and all that he has done for us, but we also look
forward in faith for the time that he will come again in
glory!
May you know the blessing of God and the peace of
Christ during this Christmas season!
Christmas greetings from the Manse!
James, Anna, John and Alasdair.
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PS – Our Advent series for our Sunday morning service
this year is from Luke 2: 10-11 – please see the picture
below! We also be having an Advent themed ‘Family@4’
– 4pm each Sunday afternoon! Please come along if you
can.
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Church Register
The following people have passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers:
Alistair Hunter, Hunterston Road, died 3rd October 2021.
Lorraine Goodwin, Gateside Street, died 11th October 2021.
Ann Pisani, Headrigg Gardens, died 18th October 2021.
Christine Dickie, Meadowfoot Road, died 6th November 2021.
Mairi Black, Orchard Street, died 9th November 2021.
Joan Wilson, Ardrossan Road, died 10th November 2021.
May Wilson, Kilruskin Drive, died 12th November 2021.
Phil Greenham, Farmfield Terrace, died 20th November 2021.

Baptism
Chloe Katherine Walton, daughter of
Stephen and Wendy Walton, was
baptised on Sunday 21st November
2021 at our morning service.
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SESSION SNIPPETS
The Kirk Session met in person and by Zoom on 23rd November.
The opening devotions were a reading by James from Acts 1 Ch
4-11. James went on to talk about renewal in the Church and
what we do next. This may be in context of the upcoming
Appraisal Meeting with representatives from Presbytery on
Friday 10th December, when the shape of the Church in West
Kilbride and in the Ardrossan Presbytery will be discussed. This
is in light of the Presbytery Mission Plan. (Details of this can be
found in last month’s Church Matters).
The Minutes of the meetings on September 21st and October 5th
were approved. Letters were received from Margaret Kincaid and
Ian Matchett. Margaret has decided after many years that the
time is right to step down from being an active elder. The
Session in due course will write to her to pass on its gratitude for
her work on the Session. Ian wishes to continue his sabbatical
for a further period.
The Session was informed by the Administration Team that
Dawn Williamson had satisfied the requirements for working with
children, including safeguarding training.
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Wage rises of 4.2% to stay in line with the UK Real Living Wage
were approved for the church administrator and the church
cleaner.
Subject to further advice from Colin McDougall it was decided
that taking information for Track and Trace from those attending
Sunday Services would cease except for those staying on after
the service for tea and coffee etc.
Church lets were approved for; Sing and Sign Class for Babies
and the Community Choir.
John Coy for the Finance Team informed the Session that
although the church was £30,000 down on last year, this had
been projected and the finances were still generally healthy.
Billy McFarland for the fabric team advised the Session that the
work on the steeple would continue for some time yet.
A lot of information from Presbytery was passed on to Session
members in document form. One item of interest and
controversy was however highlighted. This concerned the
proposal from the General Assembly that a minister or deacon
could apply, if they wished, to perform a same-sex marriage
ceremony. This would mean that though the church would retain
a traditional understanding of marriage being between a man
and a woman that a minister could opt out of this understanding
and apply to be a celebrant of a same-sex marriage. This
legislation would be permissive not prescriptive. More on this
subject is available on the Church of Scotland website.
It was agreed that the retiring offerings over the Christmas period
would be split between Barnabas Fund and the Scripture Union.
There will be no deliveries of Christmas leaflets this year.
However Reverse Advent Calendars will be available to all from
a box on the church railings. It is hoped a hut will be available in
the church grounds for donations for the foodbank.
The next Session Meeting will be on Tuesday 25th January.
Merry Christmas to all from the Session.
Richard de Courcy
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Inger Olsen
Yours sincerely….
My name is Inger Olsen and I was born in
Denmark in March 1944. Being brought
up in a Christian home, I very early
responded to the love of God and asked
Jesus into my heart.
After leaving school at the age of 17, I
worked for a year before training and
working as a nurse.
Believing the Lord called me to go to
Ethiopia; in preparation I went to England
in 1967 where I worked in a house church in Richmond, Surrey, (with
about 200 members) for several years. Before going to Ethiopia in 1973, I
also took the midwifery training.
Early the morning after I arrived in Ethiopia, I was put on a 6 hour bus trip
that would take me to a village 20 miles from the mission station I was
going to, in order to work in a clinic. Arriving at the village, nobody turned
up to meet me for a while, as the mission’s land-rover got stuck in the mud
several times. I felt like a creature in a zoo as children and adults
gathered around me staring, touching and talking about me. Something I
had to get used to the 12 years I mainly worked among a desert Muslim
nomad tribe called the Afar or Danakil. (This was quite a hostile tribe,
where the men had to kill another man to get married in order to prove his
manhood, and the more he killed, the better.)
During my time in that first place I was soon left alone to run the clinic with
a native illiterate worker, where people sometimes walked for days to
come for treatment. There was another missionary couple with children
living on the compound where the husband ran a small school.
Running the clinic, I became very dependent on wisdom from the Lord as
people came with gun wounds, difficult midwifery cases, all kinds of
diseases and wounded animals. I also became expert in pulling teeth!
Often, I had to ask the Lord what was the diagnoses, and the thought of
the problem came to me, so I could treat them. Many got healed, but also
some died, which I found very hard!
During my time in Ethiopia, the emperor Haile Selassie was put in prison
and the communists took over. One of our native school teachers
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became a communist traitor, telling lies about us, and we had to evacuate,
also because we were dependent on supplies by the M A F (Missionary
Aviation Flights) as we lived in a very remote area with only African huts
around us. The MAF also had to evacuate.
After that I worked in Eritrea and later pioneered in Djibouti with an
English missionary lady among the same tribe where we mainly taught
traditional birth attendances safer midwifery, vaccinated children and
treated sick people from our land-rover as we visited remote areas.
In 1985 I went home on furlough, but realised I was too exhausted and
unwell to go back. I had for years been working in very difficult and lonely
places in one of the hottest countries on earth, but I rejoice that the Lord
helped and protected me all these years and that I shall meet many Afar
people in Heaven!
For 7 years I now worked mainly as a district nurse in Denmark while
recovering from my time in Africa. When the Lord finally restored my soul,
body and spirit, I joined YWAM in England in 1992 where I worked on
different schools until I came to Seamill in 1998. Here I have worked on
many schools and also co-led an intercession team. During my time with
YWAM, I have led many outreaches and worked on schools in different
countries.
For some years now I have not worked full time with YWAM, so I have
been attending the West Kilbride Parish church since beginning of 2011.
Here I have mainly enjoyed getting to know people while being part of the
women's prayer group on Tuesday mornings as well as several prayer
and bible groups in different homes. My main passion is to see people
commit their lives to the Lord and to be healed of inner wounds so they
can truly enjoy God's unconditional love and walk in the great destiny He
has for each of His children! Therefore, I do enjoy praying with people
who long to know the Lord in a deep and more intimate way.
Psalm. 73:23-28.
Sincerely yours
Inger Olsen
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TEARFUND BIG QUIZ

The Quiz on Saturday 20 November, held as last year on Zoom, was
certainly another success. Church members, relations, and friends, some
from as far afield as the Hebrides, England, & Cork, raised the wonderful
amount so far of £1650. To this will be added Gift Aid of approx. £220.
I hope that I have personally thanked all those people on behalf of
Tearfund and not left anyone out.
I must also thank James for all his help in setting up the zoom, and John,
my able assistant!!
At the time of this edition of Church Matters going to print, I have not
heard from Tearfund with the final amount raised overall on the night but
will let you know when I do.
Many, many thanks again
Alison Coy
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A Big Blythswood Boxes Thank you!
Anne, Josie and
June would like to
thank everyone for
the marvellous
response to this
year’s Blythswood
Christmas shoebox
appeal. We would
also like to thank
Anna and James
who were there to
help and guide us
along the way.
It was a bit
daunting taking over from Helen who has done the most incredible job for
many, many years but although we were a bit late in getting started, we
got there in the end.
I am delighted to say we sent off 109 beautifully filled boxes and we also
had enough from your very generous cash donations to cover the
transport costs for all of the boxes.
This has been a very humbling experience and after watching the
Blythswood video in the church and seeing the joy a Christmas box can
bring, it made the job in hand a pleasure.
Hopefully we will be better organised earlier next.
Thank you again everyone for your kindness and generosity.
Anne, Josie and June.

To see the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal video again click here
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Christmas Gift Service
Sunday 12th December 2021
As in previous years the gifts for the Gift Service will be delivered to
refugee children in the area.
Please take a tag from Church railings.
Buy a tag for that child.
Please pop your gift in a Christmas gift bag or wrap your gift.
Pop your label into gift bag.
If you wrap the gift, write on the tag what is in it, and tie
loosely to parcel.
Deliver to church dropping them off at the services on
Sunday 5th or 12th December
OR
Gifts can also be handed in to the Church Office
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am-12 noon.

Thank you so much
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Philadelphia – a rhyming acrostic
(Reflecting on our recent sermons about the seven churches of Asia,
in the context of our Presbytery Plan)

Post-pandemic, we must ascend a new learning curve
Heeding the Holy Spirit about fresh ways to serve
In the midst of change and closures, sowing new seeds
Learning from past experience, yet meeting future needs.
Asia’s seven churches send us lessons from the past;
Despite their trials, one – Philadelphia – held fast
Enduring patiently, lovingly, they had no time for rifts
Limited in strength, yet rich in faith and gifts
Protected by God’s love, no-one could bring them down
Holding on to what they had, none could steal their crown
Illuminating our path, Philadelphia shines out from history
Allaying anxieties when God’s way seems a mystery.
Harry Hunter

I HAD A DREAM.
The sea spray splashed against
the carriage window as it so often
does on stormy days, especially at
high tide, as the train travels
between Stevenston and Saltcoats.
We got out of the train at Saltcoats
and began to make our way down
to the promenade. I was amazed to
see that the sea was now perfectly
calm. There was hardly a ripple on the surface of the water. I was
about to comment on this when we reached our destination which
appeared to be a large Nissan hut! As soon as we were inside my
friend turned to me and said, "You wait here and I will go on ahead to
check on our appointment." I did not question this and off she went.
After she had gone I looked around for somewhere to sit down. The
interior of the hut was very dismal, but as far as I could see it
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appeared to be completely empty. As my eyes grew accustomed to
the gloom I made out the figure of a man on the far side. He was
dressed in black from the top of his floppy brimmed hat to his shoes.
He was not, however, a threatening figure and we ignored each
other. Eventually he turned and looked the other way. Soon he was
joined by another man. This man was dressed in ordinary casual
clothes. He did not appear to be threatening either. He, too, turned
round and the two men began to talk.
I waited for a while and then I decided to join them. My heart sank
when, during our conversation, I discovered that we were all waiting
to see the same important person. I thought that it might mean that I
had even longer to wait in this dismal place, but the man in black
assured me that I would be taken first. Just then I looked up and saw
an arm beckoning me. I was delighted. I said goodbye to the two
men and off I went in the direction of the beckoning arm. I came to a
door and as I opened it I was aware of a complete change. The place
I had left had been dark and gloomy, but on the other side of that
door all was light and bright. There was a large window on the lefthand side and sunshine was pouring in. I stumbled and for a split
second I experienced the most intense feeling of joy, happiness,
love. I cannot describe it for words are not adequate. I woke up
immediately.
I know some will say that even although I was sleeping my brain was
still working and had somehow managed to cobble together images
from a lifetime of scripture reading and church sermons, and they
may be right. I, on the other hand, prefer to think of it as a message
from God. The message was that there is nothing to fear in the
transition from this life to the next. Once over that threshold
everything will change and, to quote a famous lady of long ago, "All
will be well."
The train journey represented my journey through life. I believe this is
fairly common in dreams. The rough and calm seas were, of course,
when I encountered rough and calm patches during my life. It was
significant that my friend left for she departed this world eight years
ago. The man in black was the embodiment of all my sins and the
other man was the embodiment of all my physical ailments. I left both
of them behind. I took nothing with me into that new life, but I knew
that I needed nothing. I remember in my dream I had a smile on my
face and I was intensely happy. So I know that, "All will be well."
Contributed by a member of the congregation
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Monthly Prayer Diary - December 2021
Sunday

Monday

5th
“Look at my
servant
whom I have
chosen…And
his name will
be the hope
of all the
world.” Matt
12
v 18 - 21

6th
We pray for MPs
MSPs and all who
have authority
over us. We pray
they will seek
Godly wisdom for
all the decisions
that need to be
made in these
difficult times

12th
May we say
like Mary,
“For the
Mighty One
is holy and
He has
done great
things for
me.”
Luke 1 v 49
19th

13th We pray for
all who are living
in poverty, who
don’t have
enough food to
eat, clean water to
drink, or medical
provision. Lord, is
there anything
You would have
me do?
20th
We pray for the
chronic food
shortages in
Afghanistan &
other places
around the world.
We give thanks
for the work of
Tearfund and
other Aid
Agencies

“…He is a
light to
reveal God
to the
nations.”
Luke
2 v 32

26th
We pray for
God’s Light
to shine in
every home
in West
Kilbride

27th
We pray for the
millions of people
who unpaid, care
for an ill, older or
disabled family
member or friend.
Please grant them
the support they
need
(CARE)

Tuesday

7th
Bibleworld
Gather
Together –
Bible
Society
resources
to help all
ages
explore
the
Christmas
Story
together.
14th
We pray
for all
whose
lives have
been
devastated
by Natural
Disasters

21st
We pray
for all who
are
struggling
with
Mental
Health
issues. We
pray for all
who are
trying to
provide
support
28th
We pray
for families
who are
struggling
with
breakdown
or financial
insecurity

Wednesday
1st
World AIDS
Day. We
pray for the
millions of
people
affected by
AIDS
8th
We give
thanks for
the NHS
and pray for
the
resources
needed to
cope with
the current
situation

Thursday
2nd We give
thanks &
pray for
James our
Minister,
Anna, John
and
Alasdair
9th
Our GP
Surgery,
Pharmacist,
local
hospitals,
Care
Homes,
Hospices
and our
Funeral
Directors

Friday

15th
We pray for
Kirk
Sessions up
and down
the land as
they work
on their
Presbytery
Mission
Plans
22nd
We pray
blessing on
families
who can be
together &
extra
blessing on
those who
can’t. We
pray for all
who feel
isolated &
alone
29th
Does the
light of
Christ shine
in us? We
pray for our
witness
amongst
our family,
friends &
neighbours

16th
We pray for
all who are
unwell,
waiting for
tests or
results,
surgery, or
having
treatment

17th We
pray for the
Glasgow
City
Mission
Winter
Night
Shelter

23rd
We pray for
all who will
be working
over
Christmas,
keeping our
essential
services
going. May
they feel
appreciated

24th
In many
countries,
following
Jesus is a
shameful
act and
they must
celebrate
Christmas
in secret.
(Open
Doors)

30th
We give
thanks for
those
situations
where we
can’t see
God
working,
but we
know He is

31st

3rd
Mandy
Betsi
Douglas
and Brian
in their
Ministries.
10th
We pray for
the
promises
made at
COP26 to
be upheld,
and that we
will all play
our part to
make our
world a
fairer place

Saturday
4th
Aid
Agencies &
Charities as
they make
their
Christmas
Appeals
11th
We pray for
the plight of
refugees
around the
world and
especially
those living
in camps
and those
who have
lost all hope
of ever
going home
18th We
pray for all
who are
grieving
and who
know the
pain of loss
and feel it
hardest at
this time of
year
25th
“For God so
loved the
world that
he gave his
one and
only Son
that
whoever
believes in
him shall
not perish
but have
eternal life.”

“Jesus
Christ is the
same
yesterday,
today and
forever”
(Hebrews
13 v 8)
Hallelujah!!
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Monthly Prayer Diary – January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2nd
May
everything
we do as
Church, be
part of our
witness to
the
goodness of
God

3rd
We pray for
every
aspect of
our Minister
James’
Ministry.
May God
bless
James,
Anna, John
& Alasdair
10th
We pray for
Chaplains
who work in
all walks of
life. May
they take
God’s love,
peace and
presence
into every
situation

4th
We pray for
Carol our
Session
Clerk, our
Elders and
Team
Members
and all who
work behind
the scenes

6th
We pray for
our GP
Surgery,
Pharmacy
local
hospitals,
Hospices
and Care
Homes,
Funeral
Directors
13th
We pray for
World
Leaders to
have
humble and
wise
hearts. May
they strive
to lead with
a good
example

7th
Carers in
our
Community.
We pray
protection
on them as
they travel,
especially
during
winter
months
14th
We
remember
North
Korea. The
most
dangerous
place on
earth to be
a Christian

17th
SU reminds
us to pray
for schools,
those who
work in
them &, the
children
and young
people.
24th
Brian,
Betsi,
Mandy and
Douglas in
their
Ministries
---------------31st
Those we
are missing
in church

18th
For all who
are unwell,
waiting for
tests or
surgery,
having
treatment, or
in long term
pain
25th
We pray for
God – given
opportunities
to work with
our brothers
and sisters
in St Brides
& other local
churches

5th
We pray
against Covid
Vaccine
inequality and
pray that
countries
would
collaborate &
serve each
other
(Compassion)
12th
Glasgow City
Mission ask
for prayer for
families from
Afghanistan
who are
going to them
for English
Classes &
Sewing
Classes.
There is a
high demand
19th
We pray for
Ardrossan
Presbytery,
remembering
the decisions
that need to
be made at
this time

20th
We pray for
the Church
in Scotland
and the
Church of
Scotland

21st
We
remember
our local
shops and
businesses
and give
thanks for
them

Saturday
1st
May we all
be able to
grasp how
wide and
long and
deep is the
love of Christ
for us
Ephesians
3 v 17,18
8th
For all who
are caught
up in
addiction
and the
impact it has
on family life.
Be their
strength in
times of
weakness
15th
We pray for
our brothers
& sisters
around the
world who
are
discriminated
against
because of
their faith in
the Lord
Jesus
(Barnabas)
22nd
We pray for
those who
live in war
torn
countries &
those who
have fled
from conflict

26th
Lord,” Will
you not
revive us
again, that
your people
may rejoice in
you?”
Psalm 85 v6

27th
Forgive us
for our lack
of
repentance.
Lord, give
us a sense
of urgency
to watch for
your
coming

28th
Forgive us
for our
failure to
share the
Good News
with those
around us.
If we don’t
share it
who will?

29th
We pray for
countries
devastated
by the
effects of
climate
change with
fires, floods,
drought,
landslides

9th
We give
thanks for
all who
give
support to
& work
with our
young
people.
We pray
for the
Family
Services
16th
We give
thanks for
music,
musicians
and the
gift of
worship to
bless You
23rd
Church
Welcome
Team, &
Flower
Team
-----------30th
Our
Church
Family

11th
For all who
are grieving
and who
need to
know the
Lord is
there. He
sees every
tear and
hears every
sigh, and He
cares
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Crossword Clues and Solutions
Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the
Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got
caught in a tree during a battle with his
father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of
South America in the 15th and early 16th
centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian
extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the
Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb
and unleavened bread, was the Passover
menu for anyone ‘unclean’
(Numbers 9:11) (4)
21
22
23

Arson (anag.) (5)
How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)
Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as ____ as a lion’
(Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and joined David
(1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people from their sins’
(Matthew 1:21) (4)

DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,
Exist. 20, Save.
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11,
Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar.
22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
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Mouse Makes
Christmas Tree
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Colour In
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