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Minister’s Letter
Are You Local?
‘But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious
body.’
Philippians 3: 18-21
Are you from these parts? Sometimes we will ask that
question to try to work out where someone is from.
Sometimes it is obvious that someone is not from ‘these
parts’ and that they have come from a distance. On other
occasions, we are less certain.
Now, of course, sometimes that question is asked
perfectly innocently – just out of interest to find out where
someone is from. But sometimes that question can be
asked in a way which is clearly trying to find out if that
person is ‘one of us’.
There is often a certain pride at being a ‘local’ – when
someone has been born and brought up in a place and
clearly has an affinity for it – rather than an ‘incomer’.
There is, of course, nothing wrong with being proud of the
place where you were born or where you were brought up
but of course, if you are a Christian we always have to be
aware that our primary citizenship is not West Kilbride or
Scotland or the United Kingdom. Our primary citizenship
is in heaven. That is where we truly belong.
And if that is our reality – that we belong in heaven and
not on earth – then that ought to change our attitudes and
how we live out our life.
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Alistair Begg*, a pastor in America, says this:
If people suspect from your life and discover from
your speech that you have a citizenship in heaven,
that you serve a living God, and that you are
looking forward to going home, where your life will
be utterly transformed, then sooner or later some of
them will ask you to give them ‘a reason for the
hope that is in you’.
(1 Peter 3:15)
That is a wonderful truth isn’t it? You see, when you
come from a certain place then your accent, your
character and your demeanour show that you are from
the place. You will talk about that place with familiarity
and with knowledge.
And it is the same when we are a Christian. When we
know that we are a citizen of heaven – and that this is our
ultimate destination – then we cannot live out our lives
without that becoming obvious to our families, our
neighbours and our friends.
And so, I encourage you to understand you are a citizen
of heaven – isn’t that wonderful?!
And when you grasp that truth, to live like a citizen of
heaven here on earth that others might ask why we live
like we do.
Yours in Christ,
James
*Alistair Begg is the main speaker for Keswick Ayrshire
this year. Keswick Ayrshire takes place on 3rd - 5th June
2022 and will be in the Park Hotel in Kilmarnock. More
information will be available nearer the time.
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Thanks
These last 22 months have been difficult for everyone
and have also been difficult in the church too. There
have been periods when the church building has been
closed and there have been steep learning curves in
terms of streaming services online and on Zoom!
There are a few people who really have kept the church
right in terms of the latest regulations and keeping
everyone safe during this time.
We are really grateful to Colin McDougall (Administration
Team Leader) and Carol Fulton (Session Clerk) for
keeping us right over these months and keeping up-todate with ever changing regulations required by the
government and the Church of Scotland. Thank you
both!
Thank you also to Jim and Anne Fitzsimmons who have
worked to ensure that there are stewards on the door to
greet everyone.
And a thank you to Gilmour Smith, our organist, who has
faithfully, whatever the restrictions have been, made
himself available to play each Sunday throughout the
pandemic.
There are lots of people that have really helped and
come to the fore during this period – too many to
mention by name, but you know who you are – THANK
YOU!
James
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During the latter end
of 2021 and following
the success of ‘Go
Wild’ and ‘Stay Wild’,
we have started a
4pm gathering time
for all the church
family on a Sunday
Afternoon.
This is an informal time to be together which includes songs,
games, a quiz and a focus on God’s Word. There is also a time
when we split up into groups and whilst the children may do
crafts or games; the older teens have discussion time and the
adults have their own separate discussion time too. So, there is
something for everyone!
Family@4 will be back from Sunday 30th January and run from
then on. Please come along… and bring your family or a friend!

Prayer is
fundamental to the
church and is held
on Zoom on a
Tuesday morning
and a Wednesday
evening on Zoom.
There is time for a
Bible Reflection,
singing a song
together and to pray.
It is informal, and all are welcome. It is a real blessing to be able
to pray together!
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Change in the Church
2022 promises to be a year of much change in the church and in the
Church of Scotland. Because of declining membership, lack of
ministers (with a large number retiring in the next 5 years) and too
many buildings with many in the wrong places or simply not suitable
for the 21st century, difficult decisions are having to be made.
In the wider Church of Scotland, there are currently around 40
Presbyteries and these are being amalgamated to make only 12
presbyteries.
At present, we are part of Ardrossan Presbytery, but by September
2022, we will become part of the Presbytery of the South West
Scotland as we will be amalgamating with 5 other Presbyteries
(Irvine and Kilmarnock, Ayr, Wigtown and Stranraer, Dumfries and
Kirkcudbright and Annandale and Eskdale). This is a huge
undertaking – so please pray for this process as it is completed.
More locally, each existing Presbytery is required by the General
Assembly to produce a ‘Presbytery Mission Plan’. This Plan’s focus
is, as it says, to be mission and to try, under God, to make wise
decisions that will encourage the Church to grow. However, part of
this process will mean making hard decisions. In our own
Presbytery, we are required to cut Full Time ministry posts from 23.1
posts currently to 13.5. We are also required to cut buildings. As
you can imagine, this process will mean churches coming together
and working together and much more collaboration than before.
Ministers and other workers are also being encouraged to think about
working in teams rather than on their own and to encourage the gifts
and talents among the eldership and wider congregation.
West Kilbride will not be immune to some of these changes – and we
need to be open to these changes which may mean a slightly
different way of working and worshipping. Our Presbytery Mission
Plan is being drafted in the spring – and needs to be approved by
June this year by Presbytery and Faith Nurture at 121 in Edinburgh.
This is a lot of change at one time. Some of it will be difficult – but the
hope and prayer is that, under God, the church will begin to grow and
to flourish. Please pray that this would be the case!
James
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Church Register
The following people have sadly passed away recently.
Please remember their families in your prayers.

James McLean, Gateside Street, died 9th December 2021.
George Young, Halfway Street, died 19th December 2021.
Bobby Mathieson, Lawfield Avenue, died 8th January 2022.

A Thank you from Norma Greenham
Norma Greenham and family wish to thank all for
prayers, cards, flowers and messages of support
following the sad passing of Phil.
Special thanks to Rev James McNay for spiritual
support and his service for Phil, and to Gilmour
for his musical accompaniment.
Thanks also to all who attended the Church and
Cemetery and to all who gave generously to
Leukemia UK.
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Introducing… Duncan Campbell
I am Duncan Campbell and I am delighted to
be spending the 12 month probationary
phase of my ministry training for OLM here at
West Kilbride. I know that I will learn a great
deal in my time here, and I look forward to
getting to know all of you in the weeks and
months that lie ahead. I appreciate the
opportunity to introduce myself to you, here
in the church magazine.
I live in Troon with my wife Susan and my 2 boys, Gordon and
Andrew. Gordon is 20 years old and Andrew is 16. Susan is, no I’m
not brave enough to reveal that here! What I was going to say is,
Susan is an Admin officer, and is also part of the Ayr and Prestwick
Street Pastor team. As it is OLM I am training for, I also have a full
time day job. I work as a Principal Teacher in a Primary School
down in Ayr, where I currently teach Primary 6, alongside my
management duties. All of which, as I’m sure you can imagine,
keeps me pretty busy.
In my spare time, when I get spare time, I love to get out on my
bicycle or to go walking in the countryside. I feel especially close to
God in nature, and love the opportunity to get away from the
busyness of life, and spend time alone with God in the midst of His
handiwork.
I think that time alone with God is particularly important. I like to start
each day, before I do anything else, alone in the presence of God.
That is not something borne out of duty or obligation, but rather
because I want to, I need to. To prepare me for the day ahead, I
need that time with God, for help, and guidance for the day. Yes, to
unburden my cares and worries, but also to listen to Him. What an
amazing privilege it is, that we as Christians are able to come directly
to the Living God whenever and wherever we need!
I am genuinely excited for what God has in store this year, and am
incredibly grateful for how you have welcomed me and Susan here to
the church family at West Kilbride.
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SESSION SNIPPETS
A Zoom Session Meeting was held on Tuesday 25/01/2022. The
reading for opening devotions was Acts 11, verse 19-24. Our
message was that despite the Church being in an unpromising
situation God is still at work.
The business of the meeting commenced with the approval of the
previous Session Meeting minutes.
Under correspondence Carol advised us that she had received a
letter from Lynne Seal advising us that she wished to step down as
an active elder. Carol will write to Lynne thanking her for her
contribution to the Session.
We then went on to consider our team reports.
John Coy reported for the finance team. There was a short fall in
income versus expenditure for 2021 in the region of £73,000. This
was largely due to the cost of the work on the steeple which
accounted for £53,000. This should not be an ongoing expense.
Ministry and mission expenses are due to rise next year to pre
pandemic levels. John however is still fairly relaxed about the church
finances.
Billy McFarland gave us an update regards the church buildings. The
major repairs to the steeple have been completed. We are now just
waiting for the work to be “signed off” by the structural engineer.
Anyone who saw the steeple jacks at work could only be amazed at
their skill and courage. We give thanks to God for their safety during
this hazardous work. General maintenance to the building such as
grouting and repair of roof flashings was also carried out. We thank
Billy for overseeing this considerable project. Billy also pointed out
that smoke alarms and heat detectors are on order for the Manse to
comply with the new Scottish Government regulations. Stephen
Eliott-Lockhart also pointed out that the fire alarms in the church will
now be tested on a weekly basis.
The administration team under Colin McDougall gave us an update.
Various documents have to be prepared for Presbytery annually for
attestation of records. These included congregational register, a
local church review against Safeguarding Audit Checklist, Baptisms
and Session Minutes. It was also noted that the church must follow
advice regarding safeguarding set out by the General Assembly. A
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large part of Colin’s team work is concentrated on this one topic. An
aim for this year is that at least one third of session members will
undergo refresher Health & Safety and safeguarding training.
The Session was also informed of the result of the Ardrossan
Presbytery vote on the Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage
Overture. This was a dead heat which means in effect the
proposition was “disapproved”. This result now goes forward to the
General Assembly along with the result of the votes from the other
presbyteries.
The Session was then informed of a number of personal job role
changes. The following have agreed to become coordinators and
team leaders;
 Technology- Sean Lidbury
 Mission and Discipleship-Stephen Rhydwen Eliott-Lockhart
 Worship-David Clark
Thanks to them for taking up these responsibilities.
Janette Fleming is stepping down as Catering Team leader which
she has held since the amalgamation of the two churches twelve
years ago. The Session showed their appreciation by giving Janette
a large round of applause.
In Other Business it was agreed not to continue with delivery of
Christmas and Easter leaflets to all households in the parish. In its
place we will put leaflets in a box on church railings and also
distribute leaflets to prominent buildings throughout the village along
with displaying posters in various locations.
We were also informed that the present minister in our sister church
in Emazwini is moving on from his charge.
Finally, the Session was delighted to learn that Ross and Sandra
Mitchell were re-joining the church here in West Kilbride. As most of
you will know Ross was a former minister of St Andrews before his
“retirement”
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd March.
The Session closed with the saying of The Grace.
Richard de Courcy
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Yours Sincerely – Rhydwen Eliott-Lockhart
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. Gal 2:20
As I look back, I see God’s hand weaving all the threads of my life
into a tapestry.
I was born in a little town in South Wales. I went to Sunday School
when I was little but stopped at the age of 13 when we moved house.
I seemed also to have moved away from God but he had not moved
away from me, and at the age of 22 He called me back to him when I
went to a church with a friend to watch a Christian film. He clearly
said to me that night, ‘Come follow Me’ and I gave my heart to the
Lord and never turned back. I was working at that time as a beauty
consultant for Boots. One evening at a meeting God challenged me
about total surrender – not just knowing Him, but surrendering all.
My next ‘move’ was something I had never thought about - he led me
to become a nursing auxiliary at the local maternity hospital, a part of
God’s thread. I loved the work, but God was still moving me on and I
went back to working as a Senior Beauty consultant for Lancôme in a
House of Frazer store. God was moving the pieces. And while on a
lunch break, I saw a Van Gogh painting of a man reaping the harvest
through which God spoke to me again, ‘the harvest is ripe but the
labourers are few.’ My daily reading that night was in Isaiah 6 ‘Whom
shall I send who will go for me?’! Like Isaiah, I said ‘Here am I, send
me.’
What next? I was already singing in a Christian praise band going
around the country, singing and giving testimony. Was that enough?
Total surrender!?
The Lord challenged my heart about going to Bible college, and he
led me to apply to one in Berwick upon Tweed. How I got there is
another wonderful story. I went for one year and at the end of it God
spoke to me yet again through my daily reading and told me to ‘Stay
in this place until I give you word to move.’ So I signed up for another
two years. In my third year I met my beloved husband, Stephen! We
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got married a year later. So instead of one year in Berwick, I was
there for 5!

Boiling water for the family wash

Crossing a sago swamp

Bigger challenges were still to come!
When our daughter was six months
old, we travelled to the other side of
the world to Papua New Guinea –
total surrender again. As we were
about to fly from the capitol Port
Moresby to the highlands with MAF
we were delayed as the local tribe,
the Hulis, were fighting on the airstrip
with bows and arrows. We had to
wait for the fighting to stop. When we
eventually landed the first thing I saw
was men with war paint darting
around with bows and arrows. ‘My
grace is sufficient for you’ is what was
going through my mind.
Our next move was in another single
engine plane over the wide expanses
of tropical rainforest where all I could
see was an endless blanket of tree
tops, then a small clearing came into
view, with a long strip of red earth
where we landed.

There is not enough space to tell you about the first weeks, of flea
bites, leeches, 90% humidity and giant jumping spiders! After some
weeks of orientation, we moved on to a hospital mission station
adjacent to the tribe we would work with. After a year of language
study and house building our son Ewan was born under a 12 volt
battery light in a house out in the middle of the jungle. (Now I know
why I worked in a maternity hospital!) And then we were on the move
again, this time by canoe, 8 hours up a turbulent river, through the
rapids to where we had built our house, and worked amongst a tribe
called the Yongkoms. I got very ill during this time. We had a 2-way
radio link with the hospital, but it got turned off accidently at the
hospital end. It was the rainy season, and the river flooded. For
days we were cut off from the outside world, but not from God, and
he told me ‘This sickness is not unto death.’ When we did get
contact back a doctor had to walk through the jungle to see me
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because the rivers were too dangerous to travel on. He made
arrangements for me to be medically evacuated to Australia where I
was told I had been very near to death… but God had other plans.
After 6 months I was allowed back to PNG but was 6 stone in weight.
I was told I would have to come out if I got ill again. Unfortunately, I
did and we returned to the UK at the end of 1989. I was told my
body couldn’t take going back to PNG.
What next Lord? What do we do now? We went to Wales, then
moved up to Scotland in 1990, first to Dalry and then to West Kilbride
and joined St Andrews Church. We were part of the praise group
and led home groups, and a ladies’ prayer and bible study group,
and I also met up with another group of ladies to pray.
We joined YWAM, did a DTS at Seamill and then went to Holland for
4 months for more training. We returned to set up the School of
Frontier Missions in the Centre. I ran the creche for YWAM; I
became the Creche Coordinator in the WK Community Centre. In
2002 we still had not stopped moving and moved to Largs for 8 years
but continued to be a part of St Andrews. During this time I got
cancer. On the night before my first operation I put my hand in God’s
and said, ‘If you take me down this path, let it be for Your glory’, and
He gave me the peace that only He can give. I had a second
operation, chemo and radiotherapy. Those were hard times but God
promised ‘As you go through the waters I will be with you’, and He
was. His presence was very special, and He carried me through.
In 2010 we moved again, this time to Tunbridge Wells for Stephen to
work at Middle East Christian Outreach’s headquarters. Another big
unknown, but God our Provider gave us a place to live and a great,
lively Church where I was able to get to know some wonderful people
where I led a ladies’ bible study group. Stephen and I were house
group leaders as well.
They were very special years of spiritual growth. Then God was
moving us on again and we came back to West Kilbride and WKPC
in 2016.
God has not finished with us yet and as we put our hand in His and
surrender to His will, walking with him and trusting him, he continues
to work out the tapestry he is weaving. We will only see the finished
work when we stand before Him!
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Maltese Greetings from Betsi Thane

Betsi with Sara

In a few days (at the time of writing) I
will celebrate my second anniversary
of my ordination - can you believe
that? Two years have passed! It was
a wonderful celebration that took place
in WKPC. I guess that it was last or
one of the last bigger gatherings in the
church before the start of the
pandemic. My induction to my first
charge in Malta, just two months later,
was one of the first organised via
ZOOM. Back then I had no idea what
ZOOM is and does.

Because of the anniversaries of these two events and my
spiritual birthday in February I look at my life and my heart
overflows with thankfulness for “God is good and His steadfast
love endures forever.” (Ps 106:1)
My journey with Jesus began in February 1989 when I gave my
life to Him in response to the verse
from Ephesians 2:8 “For it is by
grace you have been
saved, through faith - and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of
God.” From this time on my heart
has burned for Christ, with the
desire to tell the world that we are
forgiven and loved by GOD. My
journey with Jesus had many ups
and downs but HE was always
faithful. Thirty years later, in
December 2019 I had been called
to serve in Malta. When I received
the word from Isaiah 6:8 “Then I
heard the voice of the Lord saying,
St Andrew's Church, Valetta
“Whom shall I send? And who will go
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for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” I know that St
Andrew’s congregation has been the right one for me, at least for
the time
being. While gathering information about the place where I felt
God calls me to serve, I came across this line that caught my
special attention - “We are a truly international and
interdenominational church”. (www.standrewsmalta.com).
I must say I have been not disappointed. On the 17th October
2021 we celebrated harvest thanksgiving with a bring-and-share
lunch after the service. After so many months of a forced “fast”,
due to the Covid restrictions, we were able to enjoy fellowship
over a shared meal. The joyful atmosphere filled my heart with
gladness. St Andrew’s is a wonderful example of unity despite
diversity. On that day we worshipped and had fellowship with
brothers and sisters from 16 different nations! (Australia,
Belarus, China, Denmark, England, Germany, Indonesia, Iran,
Ireland, Kenya, Malta, Nigeria, Poland, Scotland, South-Afrika,
Switzerland), and those were not tourists!
It is a privilege and my pleasure to conduct services and worship
our loving Heavenly Father with people from different nations
and Christian denominations. However, I can “do my job”
because I know that people, who I learned to love while on
probation in WKPC, continue to pray for me. Thank you so
much. I feel so blessed and loved by you.
Yours in Christ
Betsi
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Dear friends at West Kilbride
Having been ordained on 16th October
2020, the start to my ministry here in the
parishes of East Neuk Trinity and St Monans
has been interesting. Moving in the midst of
a pandemic brought both pastoral and
personal challenges, all of which I have felt
supported through by prayer. So thank you
for that prayerful support and the messages
folks have sent checking in with me. Without
faith and prayerful support, it would have
been so much more challenging!

Hello from
the
East Neuk

One of the highlights of my first 15 months here was the
Field of Hope Sunflower Maze. In January last year I had
the mad notion we all needed something bright and
cheery to look forward to when the restrictions were
finally (optimistically) lifted. It was to be more than that,
however, I wanted it to be something that shared the
hope Christians hold to in dark, challenging times. In
partnership with a local farmer, the idea was born, and
The Christian love and hope was shared with 1000s of
visitors over 3 weekends, schools & community group
visits and services of worship.

Much like what I’ve seen through social media of what WKPC has been doing, we
have started new things. As we are presented with opportunity for renewal in our
community and congregations, we are trying and seeing where God wants us at
work. A combination of online and in person activities have brought new hope and
optimism despite the fluctuations in covid numbers.
Personally, I am beginning to feel more settled and delighted Harris and Freya
settled well into their new school.
Prayer points for consideration: Give thanks to God for opportunities to be brave
and courageous, as well as the energy to persevere through difficult times.
Continued leading and guiding in the right direction in light of the required to sustain
the local congregations in a national picture. Ask that in all aspects of my life, I
continue to serve as I should.
Douglas Creighton
Page 17

God is Love
Love - that over-used word in
the English language.
We use the same word for all
the different kinds of love - love
of chocolate, gardens, families,
pets to name but a few.
I am not a Greek scholar, but I
have been told that the ancient
Greeks had different words for some of the different kinds of love. What a
good idea! Maybe we should adopt it, but no, perhaps not. One word is
sufficient for I am sure that God weaves all the different kinds of love into
One.
Where there is love, there God is for… God is love.
Some people think of God as a very regal figure, dressed in fine Robes
and ruling His kingdom from a jewel-encrusted throne. Others think of
Him as a very approachable father figure. There is even a Debate in
some quarters as to whether God is male or female.
The Ancient Hebrews believed God to be so holy that His name should
not be spoken by mortal man. They called him YHWH which, I believe, is
made up of the consonants of their word for Lord (William Neil's
Commentary).
God reveals His name to Moses as I AM (Ex 3 :14). I used to think this
was a very strange name, but now I have a different Opinion. I AM is
greater than ‘I am king' or 'I am father' for I AM encompasses everything.
Whatever we call Him. However we picture Him one thing is certain …
God is love. He proved that at Calvary.
But - and there is always a 'but' - where there is good there is also Evil.
Where there is God there is also Satan and Satan is powerful. He will
have his time of spreading misery and mayhem whenever He gets the
chance, but he will not win in the end because Love Conquers all and…
God is Love.
Contributed by a member of the congregation.
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Ruth Tormey of TEAR Fund has written to thank us for our giving to the work of
Tearfund. “We are so thankful for your continued support over the past year,
especially during challenging times here in the UK.
Churches across the UK raised £173,000 towards our Christmas appeal, making
a life-changing difference to people living in poverty around the world. Thanks to
the generosity of churches like yours, more people have been equipped with the
resources they need to lift themselves out of poverty.
For example, more people in at-risk communities can now be trained to prepare for
and respond to flooding and other disasters. And more farmers can be equipped with
resilient seeds which can withstand extreme weather conditions so that they can grow
enough food.
Thank you for being part of the solution and be encouraged that your support is
making a real difference.
As we look forward to a new year, with unknown challenges and joys ahead, we pray
that you will know our faithful God’s guidance and presence.”
On a personal note, I wish to step down as Church Representative for Tear Fund, so would
anyone who is interested please contact me on 822834?
If you want more info click this link.
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/engage-my-church/become-a-tearfund-church-rep
Alison Coy
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Gift Service
As in previous years the gifts collected for our Gift service
on 12th December were distributed to refugee children in
the area.

Folks from the Church as well as many from the
community took a tag from the Church railings and
donated a present for that child. We collected an
amazing 130 gifts for 3 month old babies to 18 year olds.
These were delivered to 40 families. We thank everyone
for their generosity.
Thanks to Deirdre and her team for
getting the gifts ready for collection.
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Youth Matters!
From October we introduced worship activity bags and
clipboards for children attending on Sunday mornings.
These packs contain activity sheets, code crackers, word
searches & colouring in sheets relating to the theme of
the children’s talk. The intention of these packs is to
engage and encourage our young folk and help them
participate in the service rather than just ‘keep them
busy.’
From the 6th February we are encouraging the young folk
to pick up their packs from the Prayer Room where
someone will greet them. At the end of the service, they
can return their packs and chat with an adult about the
service and what they have been doing.
We are thankful to the volunteers who helped us restart
the creche last year and we continue to give thanks for
their willingness as we continue this important work.
A number of longstanding members stepped down from
the Youth Team last year. We thank them for their
invaluable contribution to our youth work. We are keen to
have more volunteers and would be happy to chat with
anyone who may be interested in helping.
Mark Shanks has organised for a group to attend
Encounter, a Scripture Union prayer event in Falkirk on
13th March
https://www.suscotland.org.uk/events/encounter-youthprayer-event/
If any young person would like to attend there are a
couple of spaces left.
Shona & Rhona
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God's Jigsaw
We are all part of God's jigsaw and we are all
needed to complete the picture.
As with every jigsaw there
are corner pieces and
outline pieces that provide
a framework and give
support to the whole, but
they are not the only
important ones.
Every picture has bright,
eye-catching pieces as
well as other less colourful ones, but both are needed.
If a piece is lost it must be searched for and replaced
for if even one piece is missing the picture is spoiled.
No matter how insignificant or dull we feel our lives to be we are
still wanted, and needed, to complete God's jigsaw.
Contributed by a member of the congregation
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NEIGHBOUR – a rhyming acrostic
(Tearfund’s online “Advent Calendar” of daily reflections was on
the theme of neighbourliness, especially our global neighbours.
Two of the contributors chose Romans 15:2 as their verse for
reflection – Each of us should please our neighbours for their
good, to build them up.)

Neither the priest nor the Levite any compassion showed
Even though a fellow Jew lay maimed across the road,
In time a Samaritan – not of their ilk – passed that way,
Gave comfort, dressed his wounds, found him a place to stay;
Hospitality prevailed over centuries of bad blood.
Build up your neighbour, please them for their own good –
Old or young, rich or poor, our turning worlds collide,
Unsung acts of kindness ensure trust is multiplied,
Roads must be crossed if need cries out from the other side.
Harry Hunter

Explorers Camp
Hi this is Luke Shanks.
I had to get enough money for a trip in
March that I wanted to go on. The
cost to me was £50.
I did it by running, walking and cycling
50 miles at a pound per mile.
My dad, brother and I got to 52 miles
in 6 days!
I have to say a big thank you for all the
supportive words and the kind
donations.
Thank you so much
Love from Luke.
(NB from Dad. Luke’s hard work raised about £135, from church
family and friends. The excess will help support Ardrossan
Explorers plan a summer camp too!)
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World Day of Prayer
Friday 4th March
2pm at West Kilbride Parish Church
In the midst of the uncertain times we are living in due to COVID-19,
the service for this year has been written by the Christian Women of
England, Wales & Northern Ireland and they have taken for their
theme, “For I know the plans I have for you.” It is an invitation to
place our trust in God in a time of suffering. It is based on the letter
the prophet Jeremiah wrote to exiles in Babylonia, who were in a
context of suffering, uncertainty and opposing views on how to
respond to the moment.
We will come together to hear the stories of women who feel
excluded, listen to the fear of a child refugee and learn to see the
context of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith society in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
World day of Prayer is for everyone: men, women and young
people. Prayer and action link us together around the globe.
A warm welcome awaits you at our local service.
At the time of writing, we do not know what the restrictions will be,
but we hope to see many of you there as we meet together with
our friends from St Brides.
Lynne Seal
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2022
Sunday

6th For
our Church
Family, we
ask for
healing
where there
has been
pain & loss,
restoration,
faith, and
hope to
move
forward
13th
We give
thanks for
the young
ones we
have in our
church
family. We
give thanks
& pray for
Family @ 4

20th
We pray for
our own
Christian
witness
within our
families,
neighbours,
at work and
in our
community
27th
Lord, how
can I
journey
with You
through this
Lent?

Monday

7th
We pray for
the effects
of the
Pandemic
on our
society and
worldwide.
We give
thanks for
the work of
scientists &
for the
vaccines
14th
We give
thanks for
love that
brings two
people
together.
Love that
helps them
through the
difficult
times. We
give thanks
for lasting
love
21st
As things
move
forward with
Presbytery
Plans, Lord,
may we be
following in
Your
footsteps

Tuesday
1st
We give
thanks for the
gift of prayer
and the
blessing of
knowing that
God is
listening and
He will answer
in His way
8th
We pray for
greater
equality with
the distribution
of vaccines
worldwide.
Also, we
remember the
economic
effects on the
poorest
countries

Wednesday
2nd
We give
thanks and
pray for our
Minister
James,
Anna his
wife and
their sons
John and
Alasdair
9th
For all
whose lives
have been
devastated
by natural
disasters.
We think of
recent
events in
Tonga and
for those
long past

Thursday
3rd
We welcome
Duncan and
we pray for
him & also
for Mandy,
Betsi,
&Douglas’s
ministry &
Brian too at
this time
10th
We give
thanks for
Rescue
Services and
Aid
Agencies
and pray for
all the
resources
they need

Friday

15th
We pray for
family life, for
homes where
there is much
love, joy and
celebration,
and for homes
where there is
strife, fear,
mistrust,
anxiety,
loneliness or
heartache

16th
We ask for
wisdom for
parents
bringing up
children in
this digital
age. Help
parents to
know how
best to
guide &
protect their
family

17th
We pray for
families
caring for
frail older
relatives,
especially
for those
with
dementia or
special
needs

18th
We give
thanks for
caring
neighbours
and pray for
neighbours
who need
extra care

22nd
COMPASSION
For children
living in
poverty, there
is often no
safety net.
Hunger,
disease and
disaster are
constantly
pressing in

23rd
OPEN
DOORS
Pray for
secret
believers
still living in
Afghanistan,
still trusting
in the
Sovereignty
Of God

24th
GLASGOW
CITY
MISSION.
Pray for their
Internship
Scheme for
guest who
are ready to
take on
more
responsibility

25th (CARE)
71million
people are
without
accessible
clean water.
1.7b with no
decent toilet &
2.3b who lack
soap and
water to wash
at home

4th We pray
for Carol our
Session Clerk
& our Elders
and all their
responsibilities
and the
decisions they
make for wkpc
11th
We remember
refugees and
asylum
seekers, for all
who risk their
lives in the
hope of a
better future.
Lord, let Your
Kingdom
Come

Saturday
5th
We pray for
our Church
Teams & for
all who work
quietly
behind the
scenes, we
give our
thanks
12th
We give
thanks for all
who work to
protect and
educate
children in
refugee
camps. May
many little
ones come to
know Jesus
and His love
for them
19th
We pray for
all who work
in our GP
Surgery,
Pharmacy,
local
hospitals,
Care Homes
& hospices
and Funeral
Directors

26th
SU. Our local
schools – all
staff,
management,
teachers,
pupils,
special
events,
exams,
discipline,
guidance

28th
Take my life
and let it be
consecrated
Lord, to
Thee.
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Monthly Prayer Diary March 2022
Sunday

7th
We pray for
all who
work in
Chaplaincy
in all walks
of life. We
remember
James' role
as Chaplain
of
Kilmarnock
Football FC
14th
We pray
for our MPs
MSPs and
all who are
in authority
over us.
May they
lead by
example in
honesty &
with
integrity

Tuesday
1st
James,
Anna, John,
and Alasdair
& every
aspect of
James’
Ministry.
Duncan &
his time
here with us
8th
We pray for
all we know
who are ill,
awaiting
tests,
results, or
surgery,
those
having
treatment or
in long-term
pain
15th
We
remember
different
departments
within Govt,
Treasury,
Health,
Education
Justice, etc
and pray for
the decision
makers

Wednesday
2nd
Today, Lent
begins.
May we
walk
through this
season
intentionally
seeking
You Lord
Jesus
9th
Praying for
Carol, our
Elders &
Team
Members.
We pray for
God’s
leading &
guidance in
this season
of change

Thursday
3rd
BARNABAS
Thanks be
to God that
the 17
Christian
missionaries
abducted in
Haiti in
October are
all free.
10th
We
remember
the
Persecuted
Church and
all who
suffer
because of
their faith in
the Lord
Jesus

16th
We pray for
all who
work with
vulnerable
men,
women &
young
people in
Prisons and
Young
Offenders
Hostels,

20th
“Trust in the
Lord with all
your heart and
lean not on
your own
understanding”
Proverbs
3v5

21st
We pray for
our local
businesses.
May they
prosper for
the good of
the whole
village

22nd We
pray the
decisions
made at
COP 27 will
be carried
out &
promises
kept

23rd
We pray for
all who are
trying to
recover
from the
effects of
natural
disasters

17th
We pray for
all who are
struggling
with
addiction &
the effects
on family
life. May
they know
strength for
today and
hope for the
future
24th
We pray for
refugees
trying to
cross
dangerous
waters
trying to find
a better life

27th
Mothering
Sunday. We
rejoice with the
joyful & pray
for those who
weep

28th
We give
thanks for
Heroes of
Faith and
for all who
have
inspired us

29th
We pray for
all our loved
ones who
do not yet
know Jesus
for
themselves

30th
We pray
that we
might
radiate
Your love
wherever
we go

6th
“And let us
consider how
we may spur
one another on
towards love
and good
deeds.”
Heb 10, 24

13th
‘ You
were called to
live in
freedom.
But… not to
indulge the
sinful nature,
rather, serve
one another in
love”
Gal 5 v 13

Monday

Friday

4th
The World Day
of Prayer. the
theme is
“I Know the
Plans I Have
for You”
Jeremiah
29 v 11
11th
We pray for all
aspects of our
Youth work and
youth
organisations.
We pray for
inspiration and
encouragement
for all the
leaders
18th
We pray for all
who are in
desperate
situations,
refugees,
asylum
seekers, the
homeless,
those in debt,
trafficked,

25th
We pray for all
who work in
Healthcare. We
remember our
GP Surgery,
local hospitals
hospices &
care Homes

Saturday
5th
SCOTTISH
BIBLE Soc
Rebuilding
Broken
lives in the
Middle
East
through
God’s
Word
12th
We pray
for godly
wisdom,
humility
and
integrity to
influence
every
decision
our World
Leaders
face
19th
We pray
for all who
are living in
poverty,
who don’t
have food
or heating,
who live in
fear of not
being able
to provide
for their
family
26th
Carers in
our
community
enabling
the
vulnerable
to be at
home

31st
May we all
know how
wide, how
long, how
high &
deep is the
love of
Christ.
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The Search for the Barony
A few weeks back, Peter Blair in England sent me digital scans
of his collection
of images from
Victorian
stereoscopic
slides. Included
was this view
noted as “The
Barony” and it
had me stumped
for quite a while.
For a few days I
wandered
around the
streets, in and
out of people’s
gardens (with
permission) and
climbed all sorts
of steps to try to
find the exact angle this was taken from. Then, very late at night,
it suddenly dawned on me that this was not an image of the
Barony that we now know, but of the previous one – the photo
was taken in the 1860’s before the old Barony was demolished.
The old Barony Church was built in 1732. In fact, it was
reportedly only a major refurbishment and extension of the prior
church building. This would account for why this building is
oriented East – West with the communion table situated in the
East where the sun rises and from where it was believed Jesus
will return. Sometime in the 1700’s a decision was taken by the
Church central to turn all new church buildings 90 degrees to
face North-South as a demonstration of Protestantism against
these old superstitions.
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The view you are looking at, is taken from a standpoint of the
end of Manse Road. Nowadays, if you were able to stand on the
roof of the exchange building behind the Spar shop, looking
North toward Hunterston Road, then that would be the modern
equivalent view. I believe the photographer is leaning out of a
window of the Victorian Manse which had been built in 1805 but
extended in 1864 – giving us a date for when this photo may
have been taken (this Barony was demolished in 1872).
Looking North then, we see to the left the High Field where the
crops are being harvested. Around the Barony is the familiar
grey stone wall that we know remains in part around the modern
Barony. Clearly it was much longer prior to the demolition.
Inside that wall you can see the substantial Greenhouse at the
end of the “Manse Gardens”. The Manse Gardens are
separated from the new Manse because they were attached to
the old pre 1805 Manse which still stands to this day as the old
grey stone building below the Kings Arms pub and on the
footpath to the Glen from the Car Park.
Behind the white greenhouse, you may discern a collection of
small buildings – these were known as the “Manse Offices” and
were from where the church, school and farming were all
administered. At the date of this photo, the Schoolhouse was to
the left of this photo and cannot be seen. This was where the
Kirk Session (all three of them, plus the Minister!) met. The
remains of the Manse Offices are still there in the form of a newly
repointed wall beside the Barony Hall (now MS Centre) – here is
a photo I took last year. I am no architectural historian. but it
seems to me that the windows and lintels are much older than
the 19th Century. In fact, if you look at Portencross Castle and
Law Castle, these windows look very similar in design to those
15th Century buildings.

Page 28

So, we now finally have a view of
what the 1732 Church looked like,
and indeed we understand that the
church prior to this was on the same
site. Reverend Lamb, in his book on
West Kilbride, tells us that the even
older church was situated on the site
of the Manse Gardens, meaning
somewhere around the white
greenhouse shown in this image.
Therefore, the question before us
remains, could these “Manse
Offices” have been the original
medieval church of West Kilbride.
In 2015, when this wall was repointed and moved slightly, I was
involved in the Barony project to turn it into the exhibition centre.
Prior to all this work being done, huge archaeological
investigations were undertaken. I have the reports and they
make fascinating reading. The work was done based on
information known at that time, and for the purposes of allowing
Page 29

the proposed work to be undertaken. It was never fully
interpreted based on a historical investigation into the location of
a medieval church or earlier Celtic shrine (a story for another
day). It is my humble, amateur, opinion that this may be the site
of the earlier church mentioned in the literature as having been
taken over in 1567 by the newly Reformed church.
The medieval church in West Kilbride is a connection to where
we, as a community of believers, get our original cultural identity
from. Kilbryde is not an uncommon name in the West of
Scotland, but when put in the context of the Tironesian monks of
Kilwinning who began their missionary work here in the 12th
Century, it can take on a new meaning. The Tironesians were a
Roman Catholic order, but generally took over existing Celtic
shrines wherever they landed (such as St Dogmaels in the south
of England). My personal view is that Kilbryde may well have
been such an outreach from Kilwinning by these monks in the
13th or 14th Century as well as possibly Kilbirnie (St Brendan). I
am not convinced by the arguments for Kilmaurs (St Maura) and
I have been able to prove that Irvine and Southannan (St Inan)
are complete fiction.
The investigation work continues through my wee Facebook
Group “Being West Kilbride” where I explore our village through
history, heritage, and memories. Our community has always
been church centric for many reasons, but mainly through the
efforts of the people who live here, wherever they may have
come from.
Stephen Brown
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Crossword Clues and Solutions
Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is
that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts
27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the
singing when the ark of God was brought
back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts
3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission
became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation
(1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. —
— I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes
(2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)

Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3)
(3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1 Corinthians
13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)

DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11, Guide. 12,
Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16, Salvation Army. 17,
ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 27, Bronze.
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Mouse Makes
God’s Love
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